Our Mission is to know, love and serve God by living the Eucharist.
Promulgated on Pentecost Sunday, 2013
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The Church of

St. Mary

JANUARY 6, 2019
THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD

FROM OUR PASTOR
Happy Epiphany Day!
Next weekend at the 10 AM Mass, we will celebrate the Rite of Calling for the candidates for full
communion with the Catholic Church as well as for those who seek the Sacrament of Confirmation.
Keep them all in your prayers.
Events to be aware of:
Fr. Steve Binsfeld —Friday, January 18: Movie night for adults in the Great Hall at 7:00 PM, sponsored by the Parish
Life Committee. The committee will provide snacks, popcorn and lemonade. You are welcome to
bring a bottle of wine to sip on if you so desire. Our new chairs are fairly comfortable, but you may have one you
want to tote over. The movies shown will be in the next bulletin.
—January 20: Respect Life Sunday. The KC’s will host a pro-life breakfast after both Sunday Masses. There
will be adoration of the Blessed Sacrament after Mass until a Respect Life Prayer Service at 2:00 PM called,
“The Chaplet of Ramah.” It is a special prayer for this Respect Life Sunday.
MINISTRY REMINDER NOTES:
Greeters—as ministers of hospitality, you are the first to officially welcome guests and to give them a worship
aid to assist them as they worship. Remember that this is Alexandria, and our guests arrive even during the
opening song (in what we call “the Alexandria Rush,” so please remain in place as a minister until the gathering
song is completed.
Ushers— you are also ministers of hospitality. Continue to help people be seated. Serve as a backup for
greeters inside the church when the ‘rush’ is on, right at Mass time. Please remember that casual conversations
at the back of the church during the prelude music “carries” even more than the music. Greeting people is fine.
Speak only what is necessary for your ministry, but if someone would like to engage you in a casual conversation,
just say “Let’s step into the Commons Area.” It is a respectful thing for those who are preparing for Mass and
listening to the prelude Music, as well as those who are performing the music.
Ministers of the Eucharist to the Homebound—be in place next to the altar as I am purifying the chalice. I will
send you forth to the homebound shortly after the chalice is taken away.
Ministers of the Precious Blood at Mass—a reminder that when you finish at your position, look to see who
else can use help. If there are already 2 cups at other positions near you, walk up ONTO the sanctuary platform
to get to the table. You do not have to all wait to funnel down that north side after communion is distributed there.
Rest in Peace: Kieran Nolan, a priest and monk of St John’s Abbey, died last Sunday. Kieran was the rector of
the seminary when I was studying there. He was a fine example of a monk—a scholar, a man in love with Christ
and with people he served. He will be missed.
The Gospel narratives surrounding the Nativity remind us that Jesus Christ was a homeless refugee in a
foreign country (Egypt), attached to a family that was threatened with physical violence by the government of
his country (King Herod). This is not incidental to the Christmas story, nor to our present-day situation and our
responsibility as believers. Let us be mindful of refugees fleeing their homes today because of horrible violence
and immigrants seeking some place to raise their families in peace, even as we are grateful for what we enjoy.
And may the Good News of God who took flesh inspire us to be his agents of mercy and compassion for others.
Notice that the Magi of our creche are Aztec Indian (Central American), Asian and African, wearing clothes or
jewelry made from that region.
			Fr. Steve
— BANS OF MARRIAGE —
III Alexander Swanson & Nicole Klimek
— BAPTISMS —
Eleanor Geromaine
Child of McKane & Amanda Wood

FINANCIAL GIFTS
COLLECTION FOR THE WEEKEND
OF DECEMBER 30, 2018
Sunday Envelope
Loose
Sunday Children

ACTUAL BUDGETED
$31,984
$29,941
$5,615
$2,115
$194
$115

A more detailed report may be
viewed at the Parish Office.

COMMUNITY NEWS
THE RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE is
scheduled Monday, January 7, 1:00 - 7:00 PM,
and Tuesday, January 8, 10:30 AM - 4:30 PM
at The Church of St. Mary. For information,
call Janet 320-763-3381.

AT THE CARING & SHARING ROOM, we’ve been
overwhelmed with the generosity of parishioners
who shared basic kitchen items for use in our ministry
during Advent. Thank you so much! Thanks, also, to
the many who have donated furniture and household
goods throughout the past year and to the volunteers
who are on the pickup and delivery teams. We couldn’t
do what we do without all of you. God bless you all!

THE ANNUAL MARCH FOR LIFE EVENT at the State
Capital is coming up on January 22. The purpose of the
March is to commemorate the lives lost to abortion (and
the women and men who have been hurt as a result)
and to call for renewed respect and protection for all
members of the human family, including unborn children
and their mothers.
For those interested, a bus will be available, stopping
in Glenwood and Alexandria the morning of the 22 and
returning that evening. For information about the event
and to sign up for the bus, please visit our Web Site https://sanctityoflifestm.org/marchforlife2019/

THANK YOU to everyone who bought gifts
and helped sort and deliver them for the
Angel Tree program. We delivered 350 gifts!

PRAYER CORNER
REMINDER OF ADDRESS CHANGE

If you or someone you know in our
parish community is sick or ill, or has
a family member who could use our
prayers, please call our Parish Nurse,
Kathy Fischer, at 762-2320.

We no longer have PO Box 669.
Our address is 420 Irving St., Alexandria, MN 56308

Please remember the following people in your
prayers: Ruth Partington, Scott Addy, Carol
Peterson, Betty Schlosser, Patrick Stroh, Dan
Woods, Kevin Richmond, Paul Roers, Andrew
Herges, Phyllis VanKempen, Michele Pittman,
Dennis Zaviska, Heather Bitzan, Gladys Bodell,
Georgette Vickstrom, Dan Ridler, Dennis Craig,
Lorraine Rachel, Jake Haan and Ed Longhenry.

Love of heaven
is the only
way to heaven.
—John Henry Newman

ABOUT LIFE
JUSTICE PEACE AND THE INTEGRITY OF CREATION (JPIC): JPIC is hosting a presentation on the Advocacy for the
Common Good on Thursday, January 10 from 6:30 PM to 8:00 PM in the Great Hall. Leading the program will be Katie
Powell, the Statewide Organizer for the Joint Religious Legislative Council (JRLC). JRLC is the largest and most inclusive
interfaith public interest group in Minnesota - people of diverse faiths bringing vision and wisdom to the public realm for the
well-being of Minnesotans. Information will be shared about the challenges many of our citizens face, such as low income,
inadequate housing, and difficult family circumstances. We hope to open a serious dialogue about the role of public policy
advocacy related to these issues. Please join us in this important conversation. Questions can be directed to Ken Howell at
763-6224.
SANCTITY OF LIFE: SANCTITY OF LIFE MOMENT:
Arise, shine; for your light has come and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you. Isaiah 60:1
Visit St. Mary’s Sanctity of Life online, at sanctityoflifestm.org for information and resources.

FAITH FORMATION

stmreled@stmaryalexandria.org | 320-763-9202
JR/SR HIGH FAITH FORMATION

YOUTH FAITH FORMATION
Class Schedule
Sunday School:
Grades 1-5: 		
Grades 6-11: 		

January 13, 9:50 – 11:00 AM
January 9, 3:45 – 4:30 PM
January 9, 6:30 – 8:00 PM

SUNDAY SCHOOL VOICES
January 6 — Epiphany
Today we talked about the wise men. We got to see
and touch and smell “gold,” frankincense and myrrh,
and we learned why such smart men brought such
strange gifts to a little baby! We made a craft that
shows God has the whole world in his hands. A special
packet is being sent home today to bless your entryway.
Next time we are going to learn about baptism.

Middle School Youth Rally
All New Event!
Grades 6 – 8
Sunday, January 27, 2019
Cathedral High School, St. Cloud
Sign up for the Middle School Youth Rally by
January 16! This event is for all 6th – 8th graders
interested in spending a fun, faith-filled day with
other youth from our Diocese. Enjoy keynote
speakers, workshops, a variety of activities
and games, lunch, Mass with Bishop Kettler
and much more! Cost is $16. Registration
forms are in the Faith Formation office.

This past week our Middle School transitioned
into the new year with a movie night (along with
theater popcorn). Some chose to play games
and others spent time in faith discussions with
leaders. Next week will be moving into The Mass.
Our high schoolers listened to a witness talk from one
of our leaders and his wife on Why Be Catholic? He
is a re-vert to the faith and she is a recent convert and
they had a good story to tell. This led into a sampling
of a new curriculum we will be looking at for next year.

ADULT FAITH FORMATION
WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY: “Fulfilled: Uncovering
the Biblical Foundations of Catholicism: Part 2”
begins January 19/20. This a standalone studyCompletion of Part 1 is not necessary. Learn how
elements of the outer sanctuary of the tabernacle
connect to the Magisterium, the Eucharist, Incense,
Mary and more! Attend either Saturdays from
8-10:00 AM or Sundays from 6:30-8:30 PM. You
may alternate between sessions. Please Join Us!
Contact: Tammy 320-808-6404, Lori 320-808-1145
or email biblestudywomen@gmail.com
WINE Bunch (Women in the New Evangelization)
Fostering faith and friendship on a weekly basis.
Every Monday at 6:30 PM in the Commons Area.
Free of c h a rg e, ref re s h m e nt s s e r ve d . Call
Briana 970-380-9595 or Deb 507-227-4220.
ADULT BIBLE STUDY Tuesday evenings in the
Great Hall immediately following the 5 PM mass.
Call Mike at 759-1911 for more info.
MEN’S BIBLE STUDY Thursday mornings in
the Commons Area of the church at 6 AM. Call
Mike at 759-1911 for more info.
ST. MARY’S PRAYER LINK If you have a prayer
request, please send to Wosepkak@aol.com or
phone Kelly Wosepka at 320-815-4655 or Julie
Desautels at 846-1842. All prayer requests will be
kept confidential.

ST. MARY’S SCHOOL

St. Mary’s School educates the whole child within a nurturing Catholic Christian environment.
stmaryss@stmaryalexandria.org | 320-763-5861
Dear Parishioners,
For the past 10 years, Casino Night has been a huge success for St. Mary’s School. The entire St. Mary’s community
is thankful for the vision, creativity and hard work by all committee chairs, committee members and volunteers.
Starting April 26, 2019, our community fundraising event will no longer be called “Casino Night.” This year’s
committee is excited to introduce to all of you ~
The Gathering – A Celebration of St. Mary’s School.
The Gathering will continue to incorporate some of the successful activities that have been well received in the
past, however, the event will have a few new changes as well!
Please mark your calendar for….

SAVE THE DATE

Friday, April 26, 2019 | Carlos Creek Winery

Games, Live and Silent Auction, Food and Entertainment
Scan the QR code and
Like us on Facebook!

SCHOOL HAPPENINGS
Calendar Raffle Ticket sales have begun! Tickets
can be purchased after Mass in the Commons
area or at the School Office. It’s a great way to
have some fun and support St. Mary’s School at
the same time! Watch for your name on this page
in the bulletin every week. Winners for every day
of the year are posted along with the amount
they have won. If you see your name, you will be
receiving a check in the mail!

CALENDAR RAFFLE WINNERS
DECEMBER 2018/ JANUARY 2019
December 30		
December 31		
January 1		
January 2		
January 3		
January 4		
January 5		

Pam Roers, Garfield $35
Jon Schuette, Alexandria $20
Nate Larson, Alexandria $100
Kurt Hansberry, Alexandria $20
Emil Kack, Alexandria $20
Louise Bakkum, Alexandria $20
Jackie Eischens, Canby $20

LITURGICAL AND MUSICAL NOTES

BE

“EPIPHANY OF THE LORD”

Wise men from the East have followed a star from its rising
to find the new king of the Jews. They encounter a jealous
Herod, the current king, who tries to have them reveal the
child’s whereabouts so he can get rid of him. When they find
Jesus, they give him gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh.

PARISH HEALTH MINISTRYWinter
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Why does this happen? We are human, which is to say
imperfect. At FEMA
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point, all 2018
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and disappointing their children. Those hurts and
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through those hurts and disappointments, and the love that
blessed us when we were married grows and matures. And
if we are really lucky, our children forgive us for the hurts
and disappointments we inflicted on them, and they love
us for a lifetime. But we poor, flawed humans can never love
unconditionally in this lifetime.

IF YOU ARE UNDER A WINTER STORM
WARNING, FIND SHELTER RIGHT AWAY.
Stay off roads.
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The only way to find that love is to follow the same star the
wise men followed: the star that leads to Jesus. Only God
can love us unconditionally, and Jesus is the Way to God’s
love. Open yourself to God’s love so that you can share that
Stay
offStay
roads.
off your
roads.
love with all its acceptance and
affirmation
with
most
precious treasure: your children.

Questions of the Week:
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Tell eachand
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member what you like most about him or her. Ask other
family members to do the same. 2. Where are you in your
relationship with God? Are you open to discovering who
God is and how much you are loved?
If so, how
Prepare
forcan you
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Bringing Home, the Gospel: Parent Reflections on the Sunday Gospels • Copyright © 2007, 2018
Judith Dunlap. Published by the Pastoral Center, PastoralCenter.com. All rights reserved. Scripture
passages have been taken from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright ©1989 by the
Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. and used
by permission. All rights reserved.
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READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF JAN. 6
Mon.
Tue.
Wed.
Thurs.
Fri.
Sat.
Sun.

1 Jn 3:22—4:6; Mt 4:12-17, 23-25
1 Jn 4:7-10; Mk 6:34-44
1 Jn 4: 11-18, Mk 6:45-52
1 Jn 4: 19 —5:4; Lk 4:14-22a
1 Jn 5:5-13; Lk 5:12-16
1 Jn 5: 14-21; Jn 3:22-30
Is 42: 1-4, 6-7; Acts 10:34-38; Lk 3: 15-16, 21-22

WEEKLY MASS SCHEDULE
Tue.
5:00 PM Intentions of Tom Cattoor
Wed. 8:30 AM Intentions of Leon & Patricia Westbrock
Thurs. 7:00 AM + Jim Rushford
1:30 PM Bethany, +Lorraine Thoennes
Fri.
8:30 AM +John Wosepka
Sat.
5:00 PM + Ellsworth Quam
Sun.
8:00 AM + Philip Roers
10:00 AM For the Parish

NEW MEMBERS

CONTACT US

To register, stop by our Hospitality Desk located
in the Commons Area of the church or visit our
website to complete the registration online.

www.stmaryalexandria.org
stmary@stmaryalexandria.org
320-763-5781

