Our Mission is to know, love and serve God by living the Eucharist.
Promulgated on Pentecost Sunday, 2013

420 Irving Street | Alexandria, MN 56308 | (320) 763-5781

The Church of

St. Mary

FEBRUARY 10, 2019
5TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

FROM OUR BISHOP
From Bishop Kettler on the Bishop’s Annual Appeal to take place on February 17 weekend.
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,
“For in one Spirit we were all baptized into one body, whether Jews or Greeks, slaves or free
persons, and we were all given to drink of one Spirit.” These are the words of St. Paul in his First
Letter to the Corinthians.
Bishop Donald J. Kettler

Through our baptism, we become members of the Body of Christ. As members of this body, we
are sent on a mission to serve others as Christ did, bringing his love, mercy and compassion to all those in need.
We are a Church today that faces some serious challenges, and I remain committed to efforts that foster healing,
improve accountability and maintain safe environments for everyone. These challenges, however, don’t diminish the
good and much-needed ministry being done in our diocese.
The Bishop’s Annual Appeal supports these ministries, which include vocations, Catholic education, faith formation,
marriage preparation, family life, pastoral planning, multicultural ministries, ministry to the divorced, and the TV Mass
for the homebound.
I’m very grateful for every gift made to the Bishop’s Annual Appeal. These gifts support ministries at the core of our
Church’s mission.
I ask you to please prayerfully discern a gift to the Appeal and join others around the diocese in supporting this
important work. The need is great and your support — no matter the amount — makes a difference in the lives of so
many others. Your gift goes directly to diocesan ministries and will not be used for any other purpose.
Thank you, and may God bless you and your loved ones.
Sincerely yours in Christ,

+Donald J. Kettler
Bishop of Saint Cloud

— BAPTISMS —
Beckett Christopher
Child of Lucas Gronewold & Mary Murphy

FINANCIAL GIFTS
COLLECTION FOR THE WEEKEND
OF FEBRUARY 3, 2019
Sunday Envelope
Loose
Sunday Children

ACTUAL BUDGETED
$25,490
$29,941
$1,960
$2,115
$26
$115

A more detailed report may be
viewed at the Parish Office.

COMMUNITY NEWS
BISHOP’S ANNUAL APPEAL - Help support the
Men’s Conference, Women’s Conference, and efforts
to dignify ALL LIFE at ALL STAGES through the
Bishops Annual Appeal!
DID YOU KNOW...Assistive Listening Devices
are available in the Sacristy to use during Mass.
THE DAUGHTERS OF ISABELLA will meet
in the Commons Area at St. Mary’s Church on
Thursday, February 21, at 1:00 PM. Please bring
a friend.

PRAYER CORNER
If you or someone you know in our parish community
is sick or ill, or has a family member who could use our
prayers, please call our Parish Nurse, Kathy Fischer,
at 762-2320.
Please remember the following
people in your prayers: Ruth
Partington, Scott Addy, Carol Peterson, Betty
Schlosser, Patrick Stroh, Dan Woods, Kevin
Richmond, Paul Roers, Andrew Herges, Phyllis
VanKempen, Michele Pittman, Dennis Zaviska,
Heather Bitzan, Gladys Bodell, Dan Ridler,
Dennis Craig, Lorraine Rachel, Ed Longhenry,
Delores Modderman, Glorene Iverson, Henry
Revering, Rosemary Rehovsky, and Lorraine
Peterson.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR THE LIVING
STATIONS OF THE CROSS There will be an
organizational meeting on February 17 in the
Great Hall after the 10:00 AM Mass. All are
welcome! Rehearsals will be February 24, and
March 3, 10, and 17. The performance dates are
March 20, 22, and 23. For more information, contact
Bonnie Bromen at 763-9429
MISSION QUILTING RESCHEDULED DUE TO
WINTER WEATHER - all are welcome in the Great
Hall at 12:30 PM on February 11. Call Joyce B at
763-7615 if any questions.
ATTENTION BIBLE STUDIERS AND ALL WHO
WANT TO BETTER UNDERSTAND LUKE’S
WONDERFUL GOSPEL! On Thurs., February 21,
6:30 - 9:00 PM in St. Mary’s Great Hall, Bendictine
priest and professor, Fr. Mike Patella, will return to
help us gain a better understanding of the Gospel
we are reading in this Liturgical Year C — Luke. Luke
is a favorite New Testament writing. Luke includes
the outcasts, women and salvation history is his
narrative. He also features some of the best stories
in all of Scripture that lay the foundation of our
Christian tradition. Underlying these foundational
parables is Luke’s focus on Jesus’ cosmic battle
with the Devil. Hear a very engaging speaker. How
can you register? online: CollegevilleMN.com/
theologyday, email theologyday@csbsju.edu,
call 320-363-3560, or sign up at our hospitality
desk.

ABOUT LIFE
JUSTICE PEACE AND THE INTEGRITY OF CREATION (JPIC): CATHOLICS AT THE CAPITOL 2019 – ST. PAUL, MN FEBRUARY 19. Now is the time to begin to transform politics in Minnesota. Join your local bishop and 2,000+ Catholics
in St. Paul on Tuesday, February 19, to learn how you can build relationships with your elected officials and advocate for life and
human dignity. Get your tickets, register for transportation and find more details about this inspiring day of prayer, education
and advocacy by visiting https://www.mncatholic.org/. A bus will be leaving the Alexandria Holiday Inn at 6:00 AM
on February 19, 2019 to take you to this event. For more info and to sign up for the bus, contact Bruce Becker at
320-805-0692 or Bernie Cullen at 218-591-3397.
SANCTITY OF LIFE: SANCTITY OF LIFE MOMENT:
Yet you brought me out of the womb; you made me trust in you, even at my mother’s breast. From birth I was cast on you; from my
mother’s womb you have been my God. - Psalm 22:9-10
Visit St. Mary’s Sanctity of Life online, at sanctityoflifestm.org for information and resources.

FAITH FORMATION

stmreled@stmaryalexandria.org | 320-763-9202

ADULT FAITH FORMATION
YOUTH FAITH FORMATION
Class Schedule
Sunday School:
Grades 1-5: 		
Grades 6-11: 		

February 24, 9:50 – 11:00 AM
February 13, 3:45 – 4:30 PM
February 13, 6:30 – 8:00 PM

SUNDAY SCHOOL VOICES
February 10 - Jesus Call Disciples
Today we read about Jesus calling helpers. There
are helpers in our church today, too. We learned
about the special jobs done by Fr. Steve, Bishop
Kettler, and Pope Francis. We want to be followers
of Jesus, too! We decorated a fish using paint and
celery. We learned a prayer called the Glory Be.
Next time we will learn about parables. There
will be no Sunday school next week due to a
school vacation. We meet again February 24th.

NATIONAL CATHOLIC YOUTH CONFERENCE
NCYC
is
an
exciting, biennial, four-day
experience
of
prayer,
community
and
empowerment for Catholic teenagers
and
their adult
chaperones. The schedule
includes liturgies, general keynote sessions,
and a variety of topics including forgiveness,
Catholic spirituality and prayer, global issues
and leadership. There are also special activities,
such as concerts, exhibits, and a thematic park.
This will be held November 20 – 24, 2019.
Registration forms are available in the Faith
Formation office.
Registration deadline is
February 28, along with an initial deposit of
$185.00 Scholarship help is available. For more
information, go to http://ncyc.nfcym.org/

WINE Bunch (Women in the New Evangelization)
Fostering faith and friendship on a weekly basis.
Every Monday at 6:30 PM in the Commons Area.
Free of c h a rg e, ref re s h m e nt s s e r ve d . Call
Briana 970-380-9595 or Deb 507-227-4220.
ADULT BIBLE STUDY Tuesday evenings in the
Great Hall immediately following the 5:00 PM
Mass. Call Mike at 759-1911 for more info.
MEN’S BIBLE STUDY Thursday mornings in
the Commons Area of the church at 6:00 AM.
Call Mike at 759-1911 for more info.
SANCTITY OF LIFE PRAYER GROUP Meets
the 1 st Wednesday of every month at 7:00 PM.
Contact Louise Revering at 762-8632.
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION, A STEWARDSHIP
OF PRAYER Have you been wondering how
you can be a good steward at St. Mary’s, but
are just not sure where to begin? Consider an
Adoration time with our Lord in the quiet of the
Blessed Sacrament Chapel and let Him be your
guide to stewardship. For more information you
can contact Sue McCulloch at 320-491-7006 or
tscamcculloch@charter.net. Thank you.
PRAYER OPPORTUNITIES in the Blessed
Sacrament Chapel: Rosary - Sundays (before
Mass) 7:35 AM & 9:35 AM.
HOLY SPIRIT PRAYER GROUP: Thursdays
5:30-6:00 PM (rosary in Commons Area)
6:00-7:00 PM prayer time in the Chapel.
Contact Jim Joerger at 834-2945.
ST. MARY’S PRAYER LINK: If you have a prayer
request, please send to Wosepkak@aol.com or
phone Kelly Wosepka at 320-815-4655 or Julie
Desautels at 846-1842. All prayer requests will be
kept confidential.
DIVINE MERCY HOUR: Mondays from 3-4 PM.
Contact Barb Nei at 846-0022.

ST. MARY’S SCHOOL

St. Mary’s School educates the whole child within a nurturing Catholic Christian environment.
stmaryss@stmaryalexandria.org | 320-763-5861

Dear Parishioners,
For the 22nd year, students from St. Mary’s School participated in the National Geography Bee. After a schoolwide competition in January, students from grades 4-6 were narrowed down as finalists. The school finalists
for the 2019 National Geography Bee were:
John Botzet
Timothy Classen
Anna Korynta
Nolan Lucy
Ryan Pesta

Julian Ramos
Alexa Rohloff
Alayna Waggoner
Abby Walz
Griffin Wimmer

On Wednesday, January 23rd the finalists competed amongst themselves and after a very challenging contest,
Julian Ramos earned top honors as the St. Mary’s School Geography champ!
Mr. Sladek

SCHOOL HAPPENINGS
No School – February 15 - 19
Conferences – February 18, 11:00 AM - 7:00 PM,
and February 19, 7:30 AM -3:30 PM
Calendar Raffle Ticket sales are underway!
Tickets can be purchased after Mass in the
Commons Area or at the School Office. It’s a great
way to have some fun and support St. Mary’s
School at the same time! Watch for your name on
this page in the bulletin every week. Winners for
every day of the year are posted along with the
amount they have won. If you see your name, you
will be receiving a check in the mail!

CALENDAR RAFFLE WINNERS
FEBRUARY 2019
February 3

Virginia Revering, Wichita, KS $35

February 4

Deb Powers, Carlos $20

February 5

Ellie Horstman, Alexandria $20

February 6

Darren Berg, Alexandria $20

February 7

Garret Johnson, Alexandria $20

February 8

Patti Dummer, Alexandria $20

February 9

Scott Kirchner, Exeland, WI $20

LITURGICAL AND MUSICAL NOTES
JESUS CHOOSES HIS FIRST DISCIPLES
While Jesus is teaching, he notices two fishermen casting
their nets and catching nothing. Jesus gets into one of the
boats and tells the men to go into the deep water and lower
their nets. Begrudgingly, the men row out, cast their nets and
catch a great number of fish. Simon, James and John become
Jesus’ first disciples, “When they had brought their boats to
shore, they left everything and followed him” (v. 11).
Imagine leaving everything behind to follow what you know
is the right path. Jesus’ apostles each made a commitment
to be with him. Jesus became their number-one priority. The
apostles all shared the same commitment and eventually
formed a small community. It was a community strong
enough to stay together, faithful to Jesus’ message even
after he died. Commitment makes a community strong. It
does the same for a family.
Jesus was with his disciples almost daily for three years.
They ate together, prayed together, worked together and,
I’m sure, they had fun together. The more time they spent
together, the closer they bonded.
Commitment to family involves the same activities. It takes
eating, praying, playing and working with each other on a
regular basis to build strong relationships. We have to earn
a living and clean the house. We may have to take care of an
aging parent. But if our family is a priority, we will find the time
to be together.
Sometimes that means sitting down each week and pulling
out your appointment book or phone. If necessary, suspend
your child’s bedtime by a half-hour. Give up sleeping in on a
Saturday morning or take the kids out of school for lunch if
that’s the only time you can find, but plan time each week to
be together. It’s that important!
FAMILY RESPONSEFamily Response
Sit down together and set a date for the whole family to
spend two hours together. Decide what you want to do and
commit to it.
PERSONAL RESPONSEFamily Response
Do you find yourself choosing other commitments over
your family? If so, how can you change this situation? Is it
possible to commit some time each day to your relationship
with God? Even five minutes in the morning, or before you
fall asleep, would be great.
Bringing Home, the Gospel: Parent Reflections on the Sunday Gospels • Copyright ©
2007, 2018 Judith Dunlap. Published by the Pastoral Center, PastoralCenter.com. All rights
reserved. Scripture passages have been taken from the New Revised Standard Version

STEWARDSHIP

READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF FEB. 10
Mon.
Tue.
Wed.
Thurs.
Fri.
Sat.
Sun.

Gn 1:1-19; Mk 6:53-56
Gn 1: 20 —2:4a; Mk 7: 1-13
Gn 2:4b - 9, 15-17; Mk 7: 14-23
Gn 2:18-25; Mk 7:24-30
Gn 3:1-8; Mk 7:31-37
Gn 3: 9-24; Mk 8: 1-10
Jer 17: 5-8; 1 Cor 15: 12, 16-20; Lk 6:17, 20-26

WEEKLY MASS SCHEDULE
Tue.
5:00 PM ++ Ben & Dorothy Vanderheiden
Wed. 8:30 AM +Gayle Ignowski
Thurs. 7:00 AM +Gary Rehovsky
1:30 PM Bethany +Ray Mayers
Fri.
8:30 AM +John Lonsky
Sat.
5:00 PM +Leonard Roers
Sun.
8:00 AM For the Parish
10:00 AM ++Ann & Fred Polesak

NEW MEMBERS

CONTACT US

To register, stop by our Hospitality Desk located
in the Commons Area of the church or visit our
website to complete the registration online.

www.stmaryalexandria.org
stmary@stmaryalexandria.org
320-763-5781

