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A Prayer
for Mothers
M erciful God, we humbly ask you to bless our mothers today.

Be with those mothers who have raised us, those who have adopted children,

those who are in labor at this moment, those who are no longer with us,
those who suffer separation from their children and those mothers
who are raising their family at this time.
Through the intercession of our Blessed Mother Mary, bless every mother,
Amen.
–Jaime Cortez

FROM OUR PARISH BUSINESS ADMINISTRATOR
vv Coming up on the evening of Wednesday, May 15, we will be hosting one of the Diocese’s Regional Ministry
Gatherings. EVERYONE is invited to attend. There will be some prayer, networking, fellowship, as well as an
opportunity to attend 1 of 3 breakout sessions (Youth Ministry, Estate Planning & Taxes, or Annulments). If you
can register ahead of time to help us with logistics, great. Otherwise, just show up.
See http://stcdio.org/regional-ministry-gatherings/ for more information.
vv Do you give your financial offering through electronic transfer or maybe a direct distribution from your retirement?
Do you miss the physical act of placing an offering in the basket to be brought to the altar? Here are a couple of
options for you: 1) Utilize our new reusable giving cards found at the hospitality desk. Simply take a card and
place it in the offering basket as a sign of your financial stewardship, 2) Use your offering envelope, but just note
that you give electronically or through a direct distribution and put it in the offering basket.
vv Our Area Catholic Community (ACC) is just starting to meet regularly. All of the members of our ACC Planning
Team, including me, Fr. Steve, Rita Winters and Mary Jane Reif representing St. Mary’s, have attended a workshop
covering various topics to help us work through the process. One topic was defining what it means to be a parish.
This defination was based on scripture, Pope Francis’ “Joy of the Gospel”, Canon Law, & USCCB’s “Ten Marks
of an Evangelizing Parish”. We also discussed the vision and expectations of a vibrant parish and the roles and
responsibilities of the planning council.
By the end of summer, we are to build relationships between our campus teams, develop a communication plan,
review data regarding our campus activities and begin to identify concerns, issues and priorities. We will keep you
posted as we progress.
vv Our Safety & Security Team has been meeting throughout the winter and into spring. There is always plenty to
do to continually improve our procedures and campus environment. Some changes may be subtle, some you
may not see at all, others will be obvious. Several team members have attended training sessions, including a
walk-through of our campus with a representative of Homeland Security. Over the past year we have switched
over our outdoor lighting to LED and repaired broken fixtures. We have installed door openers on the bathrooms
in the commons area to make access safer; we have a little bit more work to do on the inner door of the men’s
bathroom. We are building a ramp to mausoleums 3 & 4 at the cemetery. These are just a few examples.
vv By simply logging into smile.amazon instead of amazon, you have the same shopping experience and benefits,
but 0.5% of all your purchases will go to your charitable organization of choice. I hope you choose St. Marys of
Alexandria Catholic Foundation!
vv Most importantly, HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY to all you mothers. May you enjoy all your blessings on this special day
and every day!
With gratitude,
Todd Wentworth
— BAPTISMS—

— BANS OF MARRIAGE —

Ezekiel Steven - Child of Daniel & Susan Hilback
Annalise Lillian - Child of Russ & Katherine Funk
Luke Joshua - Child of Joshua & Renee Sanden

III Paul Mayavski & Stacey Wentworth
II Matthew Roggenback & Megan Behrens
I David Kenney & Rachael Finley

FINANCIAL GIFTS
THANK YOU to the following for serving the funeral luncheon of:
Adelia “Dee” Stumpf - Francie Peterson, Mary Ellen Lyman and Team 8.
Mayme Rajdl - Cam Loch and Team 5.
+We wish to offer our sympathy and promise of prayers to the
family and friends of Adelia “Dee” Stumpf and Mayme Rajdl.

COLLECTION FOR THE WEEKEND
OF MAY 5, 2019
ACTUAL BUDGETED
Sunday Envelope
Loose
Sunday Children

$31,048
$2,136
$133

A more detailed report may be
viewed at the Parish Office.

$29,941
$2,115
$115

COMMUNITY NEWS
SUNDAY HOSPITAL AND NURSING HOME
EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS - we will be working on
the schedule for July - September. Call or email the
parish office with dates you are not available by May 13.
PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL ELECTION will be
held on Sunday, May 26, between the 8:00 AM and
10:00 AM Masses in the Great Hall. It will start at
approximately 9:00 AM and should be completed in
time to attend the 10:00 AM Mass. Coffee, rolls and fruit
will be provided. All registered, confirmed members of
the parish are invited to come, listen and vote.
THE DAUGHTERS OF ISABELLA will meet on
Thursday, May 16, at 7:00 PM in the Commons Area
of St. Mary’s Church. We will have a guest speaker.
Please plan to attend and bring a friend. Members are
asked to take an inventory of lamps and doilies that we
could borrow for our salad luncheon in June.

BISHOP’S ANNUAL APPEAL: Did you know that
the Bishop’s Annual Appeal distributed $212,450
directly to parishes to support Catholic school
education and religious education? That’s 17% of
total proceeds from the Appeal. To donate, visit
www.stcdio.org/annualappeal
FR. BOB KIEFFER, one of our parishioners, is
celebrating his 50th anniversary of ordination on
Tuesday, May 28, here at St. Mary’s in Alexandria.
You are invited to join the celebration: Mass is at
5:00 PM, followed by a light supper and reception
in the Great Hall until 7:00 PM. Fr. Bob is a retired
priest of the diocese, living in Alexandria.
RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE at St. Mary’s Great Hall
on Monday, May 20, 1:00 - 7:00 PM and Tuesday,
May 21, 9:30 AM - 3:30 PM. Apppointments or
questions, call Janet at 320-763-3381

PRAYER CORNER
If you or someone you know in our parish community
is sick or ill, or has a family member who could use our
prayers, please call our Parish Nurse, Kathy Fischer,
at 762-2320.
Please remember the following
people in your prayers:
Ruth Partington, Carol Peterson,
Betty Schlosser, Patrick Stroh, Dan
Woods, Kevin Richmond Sr., Paul
Roers, Andrew Herges, Phyllis VanKempen,
Gladys Bodell, Dan Ridler, Dennis Craig, Ed
Longhenry, Rosemary Rehovsky, Melvin Klimek,
Marie Peterson, Edwina Schmidt, Kenneth
Volk, Jelena Newmann, Donna Onstead, Laurel
Bruder, Barb Durand, Ronald Decker, Myrtle
Prchal and Doloris Lorsung.

IT’S A GRAVE MATTER The Cemetery Committee
spends many volunteer hours working at the cemetery
to keep the cost of improvement projects down. Now
we need your support too. In your St. Mary’s envelope
pack for May, there is an envelope to use to support your
cemetery. Please consider helping.
We gratefully thank all those who have given their time
for cemetery upkeep. This all helps, but expenses keep
coming up, such as; increased mowing due to an increase
in rain, seal coated roads, future fence repair and future
development of the east property. We need to keep
building our funds now, so we have the finances needed
in the future. We owe that much to the wonderful people
who are enjoying eternal rest in our sacred cemetery. Give
now, so that in the future your eternal resting place can be
as nice, or nicer than, what we have today.

ABOUT LIFE
SANCTITY OF LIFE MOMENT: To the Moms Who Are
To the Moms who are struggling, to those filled with incandescent joy. To the Moms who are remembering children who have died,
and pregnancies that miscarried. To the Moms who decided other parents were the best choice for their babies, to the Moms
who adopted those kids and loved them fiercely. To those experiencing frustration or desperation in infertility. To those who knew
they never wanted kids, and the ways they have contributed to our shared world. To those who mothered colleagues, mentees,
neighborhood kids, and anyone who needed it. To those remembering Moms no longer with us. To those moving forward from
Moms who did not show love, or hurt those they should have cared for. Today is a day to honor the unyielding love and
care for others we call ‘Motherhood,’ wherever we have found it and in whatever ways we have found to cultivate it
within ourselves. Blessings on this Mother’s Day!
Visit St. Mary’s Sanctity of Life online at sanctityoflifestm.org for information and resources.

FAITH FORMATION

stmreled@stmaryalexandria.org | 320-763-9202

YOUTH FAITH FORMATION

•
•

Youth Eucharistic Adoration - YEAH
Youth Eucharistic Adoration Hour (YEAH) is being
held Fridays from 6:00 – 7:00 PM in the Blessed
Sacrament Chapel. This is a chance for our students
in grades 6-12 to experience adoration with their
peers. Please come and support our St. Mary’s Youth
Leadership Team. All are welcome!

Howdy, Pardners!
Get ready for SonWest Roundup
St. Mary’s VBS 2019
June 10-13 (9:00 AM – Noon)
Saddle up and get ready for some fun in the wild, wild
west! We’ll take a journey back to the time of Moses
and learn how God has big plans for each of us. For
more information (and to find registration/volunteer
forms) check us out on the web:
stmaryalexandria.org/vacation-bible-school/
With a parish the size of St. Mary’s, we can work
together to keep the cost of VBS low AND give the
kids a really good time! An easy way to help with this is
through donations. Here is a list of items we are looking
for this year.
Many of these can be gently used. If you want
something back, please CLEARLY LABEL it and we will
be certain to return it to you. Call Julie at 846-1842 with
any questions.
•
•
•

WE WOULD LOVE SOME KIND OF
COVERED WAGON FOR THE ENTRY
DISPLAY
Old white sheets so we can MAKE a covered
wagon if we can’t find one!
Cowboy hats/boots

•
•
•
•
•

Props: lanterns, metal pails, saddles, barrels,
wagon wheels, cactus, western signs, straw
bales, etc.
Large stuffed western animals (horses, cows,
armadillos, rabbits, snakes, lizards, etc.)
Plastic horseshoe set
Baby Moses basket
Pint mason jars with lids and rings
Old microphones
Food: snacks for hungry teen helpers,
hamburger, hot dogs, buns, ketchup,
mustard, apple juice, candy corn, dried
apples

ADULT FAITH FORMATION
MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER COMMUNITY We gather
monthly to support and nurture Marriage and Holy
Orders in the Church and the world. For more info call
Jason at 320-808-3998 or jasonrauk@gmail.com.
Looking to attend your first Encounter Weekend?
www.WWME.org
ALL ARE INVITED to attend an ongoing Monday,
monthly prayer service 5:30-6:00 PM at Fr. Darin
Didier’s gravesite to pray for consolidation of our
Area Catholic Communities (ACC) and for the future
of St. Mary’s. For questions, contact Sue McCulloch
at 320-491-7006.
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION, Sharing One Hour with
the Lord Adoration is one way you can make prayer
and spending time with the Lord a greater priority in
your life. Please consider being a regular adorer for
our chapel. For more information, please contact Sue
at 320-491-7006 or tscamcculloch@charter.net.
Open times:
Mon: 3-4 am; 10-11 am; Wed: 11-midnight
Thur: 3-4 am; 3-4 pm, 8-9 pm; Fri: 3-4 am; 11-noon
HOLY SPIRIT PRAYER GROUP: Thursdays
5:30-6:00 PM (rosary in Commons Area)
6 : 0 0 -7: 0 0 P M p raye r t i m e i n t h e C h a p e l .
Contact Jim Joerger at 834-2945.

ST. MARY’S SCHOOL

St. Mary’s School educates the whole child within a nurturing Catholic Christian environment.
stmaryss@stmaryalexandria.org | 320-763-5861

LITURGICAL AND MUSICAL NOTES

PARISH HEALTH MINISTRY
LIFTING SPIRITS, TOUCHING LIVES

Jesus Declares His Union With the Father
In this short reading, Jesus talks about his commitment to
those who follow him. They will have eternal life and never
perish. No one can take them from Jesus because they rest
in the Father’s hands; they rest in Jesus’ hands. Jesus explains
that this is possible because, “The Father and I are one” (v. 30).
John’s Gospel was the last Gospel written. It is probably
the most theological Gospel because Jesus’ disciples
had more time to consider and discuss their experience of
being with Jesus. It is in John’s Gospel that we hear Jesus
tell his disciples he will send the Spirit to do just that sort
of discerning. John’s Gospel speaks most often of unity
among the Father, Son and Spirit.
Believing in a Triune God is the absolute bed-rock of our
Christian faith. God is one, but God is also three persons.
It is, and will remain, a mystery as long as we are part of
this finite world. Father, Son and Spirit are not sequential.
There wasn’t God the Father and Creator first, followed
by Jesus the Son and finally, the Spirit. Jesus, the Spirit
and the Father have been one from the beginning. “In the
beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and
the Word was God” (John 1:1).
When it comes to understanding God, we are all children.
Our brains are limited to finite time and space, and God
is beyond all that. Once in a while, we allow God to break
through and we experience the awesomeness of the divine.
This is where we discover clues to the mystery of God.
It is through God’s self-revelation to a people who lived
centuries before us that we see the mystery begin to
unfold. They tell us about their experiences of God through
stories and metaphors, through history, songs, poetry and
letters. We call this library of God’s self-revelation the Bible.
It is important to remember, however, that the ultimate and
final revelation of our Triune God is Jesus. Always balance
the other books of the Bible with the Gospels.
FAMILY RESPONSE

Talk about what a mystery is and remind each other that
God will always be a mystery. Then name the things you
know about God.
PERSONAL RESPONSE

Read John 1:1–14 and ponder the mystery of our Triune
God. Let go of your need to know everything, and trust
that God is with you and in you. Sit quietly with certainty.
Reflect on the experience.
Bringing Home, the Gospel: Parent Reflections on the Sunday Gospels • Copyright ©
2007, 2018 Judith Dunlap. Published by the Pastoral Center, PastoralCenter.com. All
rights reserved. Scripture passages have been taken from the New Revised Standard
Version Bible, copyright ©1989 by the Division of Christian Education of the National
Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. and used by permission. All rights reserved.

Connections Calling Program
This program connects an elder
with a volunteer through phone
conversations. The purpose of the
conversation will be to provide a
routine social contact for seniors. If you know
someone who could benefit from a weekly phone
conversation with a caring volunteer please
contact us.
Volunteer Training
We will be holding new volunteer
training in May. If you are interested
in becoming a volunteer, please call
or email us for details. Weekly visits
are all it takes to make a difference for a senior in
our area experiencing loneliness &/or isolation or
a caregiver needing a break.
Openings at The Gathering
The Gathering is a program
designed
to
benefit
family
caregivers as well as care
receivers. As a group respite
program, it provides care receivers the
opportunity to socialize with others in a
fun, friendly and secure setting, and affords
caregivers valuable time away. The Gathering is
directed by an RN and trained volunteers with a
1:1 - 1:2 staff to client ratio. Activities include lunch
with friends, conversation and reminiscing,
crafts, games, and gentle physical exercise.
Contact Information:
320-763-9084
eldernet@alexandriaeldernetwork.com
AlexandriaElderNetwork.com

READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF MAY 12
Mon.
Tue.
Wed.
Thurs.
Fri.
Sat.
Sun.

Acts 11:1-18; Jn 10:1-10
Acts 1:15-17, 20-26; Jn 15:9-17
Acts 12:24—13:5a; Jn 12:44-50
Acts 13:13-25; Jn 13:16-20
Acts 13:26-33; Jn 14:1-6
Acts 13:44-52; Jn 14:7-14
Acts 14:21-27; Rv 21:1-5a; Jn 13:31-33a, 34-35

WEEKLY MASS SCHEDULE
Tue.
5:00 PM +Eugene Ley
Wed. 8:30 AM Jonathon Thorstad Mission Trip
Thurs. 7:00 AM Len & Bonnie Didier
2:00 PM Windmill Pond +Bob Rader
Fri.
8:30 AM +Bill Peno
Sat.
5:00 PM +Kathy Maudal
Sun.
8:00AM ++Mick & Dorothy Quist
10:00 AM For the Parish

NEW MEMBERS

CONTACT US

To register, stop by our Hospitality Desk located
in the Commons Area of the church or visit our
website to complete the registration online.

www.stmaryalexandria.org
stmary@stmaryalexandria.org
320-763-5781

