
The Church of Saint Mary Pastoral Council Meeting Minutes 
January 17, 2019 

 
Roll Call 
Present:  Father Steve, Todd Wentworth, Dawn Houska (3), Megan Bristow (3), Steve Russell (3), Mike 
Sponsler (2), Mary Jane Reif (2), Tabatha Odens (2), Rita Winters (1), Jerry Kostreba (1), Francie 
Peterson, and Carol Gaffaney.  Absent: Janet Schiltgen (1). 
 
The meeting was opened with prayer.   
The agenda for January 17, 2019, and the minutes of November 29, 2018 meeting were approved by 
consensus. 
 
Administrative Report 

• Todd requested pastoral council members to pass the following information to the committees 
they meet with: When time allows, he asked that committees go through the parish office to 
purchase supplies, etc., because purchases by the church are tax-exempt and can sometimes be 
made in greater quantity which is more efficient. Also, they should check with the parish office 
as there are some supplies on hand in the office. 

• Parish staff are working on a semi-annual newsletter. This is part of the ‘Cultivating Generous 
Congregations’ initiative. The newsletter will be bulk mailed to 2100 households registered as 
members of our parish the end of February. 

• Todd shared data on mass counts for September through December and for the Christmas 
masses for the council’s review and planning. 

 
Committee Reports 

• Cemetery – Father said four new columbariums were delivered and installed at the cemetery on 
Tuesday. 

• Liturgy - Dawn reported the new worship book holders are in place in the church. They were 
made by Lyle Lemke and Shane Schmidt. Father shared a copy of the updated wedding booklets, 
“Celebrating Marriage in Christ.” A donation from Rudy Raths covered the cost of the making the 
booklets. 

• JPIC – Tabatha said 8 people have signed up for the trip to visit a mission in San Lucas, 
Guatemala.  The JRLC presentation is scheduled for February 7th.  Catholics at the Capital will 
take place on February 19th. The Annual March for Life Event at the State Capital will be held 
Tuesday, January 22nd.  A bus is available for the trip, stopping at Glenwood and Alexandria the 
morning of the 22nd and returning that evening. It leaves from Fleet Farm at 9:00 a.m.  

• Stewardship – Steve said the committee is reviewing card options to use as a symbolic act of 
placing an offering for parishioners who do automatic withdrawals for their offering. He also 
noted that Josh Sanden is stepping down from the committee and they are looking for a 
replacement. They are also looking for a student (a junior or senior) for the committee. 

• Board of Ed – Megan suggested using an exit survey when people leave the parish or the school. 
Kindergarten round-up is underway. Beginning the fall of 2019, there will be a different tuition 
amount for students at St. Mary’s School when the parents are not members of the parish.  



There was discussion about encouraging St. Mary’s families to enroll their children to attend St. 
Mary’s School. 

• Parish Life – Mary Jane said the committee is looking at adding some new and different events to 
get more families involved, for example, board game night, bean bag tournament, beach party.  
Movie Night for Adults is scheduled for this Friday evening. A Paint & Sip night is set for February 
22nd in the Great Hall and a Mardi Gras event is being planned. 

• Finance – Mike said the committee is monitoring mass counts and weekly offering reports. 
• Human Resources – Todd reported they are working on streamlining the Accident/Incident 

Report forms used by the parish and school into one form. When completed, the form will be 
available in several locations around the campus. 
 

Old Business 
• No new communication on Chapter 11 for the Diocese. 
• Diocesan Planning Update - The diocesan plan will be presented to priests on January 30th.  The 

information available at this time has St. Mary’s Parish paired with the churches in Osakis and 
Belle River. After the January 30th meeting, Father wants to have a parish meeting about the plan 
and to explore what it means for the Church of St. Mary; how will we move forward. He asked 
pastoral council members to think about how such a meeting would be organized. Todd will look 
at the calendar and suggest some possible dates for a parish meeting. 

• Cultivating Generous Congregations –Being a group from our parish attended this workshop, we 
are being asked to explain and share things that our parish is doing as part of this initiative.  It 
was noted that the parish staff is looking at an on-line registration process for Faith Formation 
classes. 

 

New Business 
• Culture of Respect Workshop, March 1 – Father said with all the things going on in the Catholic 

Church right now, St. Mary’s parish staff members want to do something locally to create a 
culture of respect and  to work to improve the culture here. A workshop is scheduled for March 
1st starting at 6:00 p.m. with Yvonne Kinney as presenter. A pamphlet is being prepared that will 
be shared with the pastoral council. During Lent, Father said petitions and homilies will focus on 
the Catholic social teaching and core values of: 

o Integrity and Honesty 
o Justice 
o Community 
o Compassion and Kindness 
o Respect and Trust 

 
The meeting adjourned at 6:00 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Carol Gaffaney 
Recording Secretary 
 


