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FROM OUR PASTOR
Dear Parishioners,
I am continuing my response to some of the feedback received after the “State of the Parish” mid-year
financial report:
Q: Maybe we should cut down the number of staff in the parish?
At a time when we are to plan on working with 2 other parishes, we are evaluating all positions in all
three parishes. Ours is a much larger parish than Osakis and Belle River…with only one priest. It would
Fr. Steve Binsfeld be very difficult to cut back the number of our employees; if anything, we believe we are short-staffed.
Our school for example, must maintain a certain teacher to student ratio as per the guidelines established by the Board
of Education. Our Faith Community Nurse puts on many miles every week visiting individuals in their homes and helping
provide holistic care. This is in addition to the many responsibilities she handles on campus such as safety and security,
healthy living programming and serving as a parish prayer leader to name just a few of the many tasks. In Faith Formation,
we have been understaffed for years. A recent study sponsored by St. Mary’s Press found that the average age of
disaffiliation from the Catholic Church was 13! That was the average age. So, here we are without a Youth Minister or a
Director of Faith Formation and a Coordinator who handles all of Grades 6-12; and tries to cover the youth events as
well. In addition, she also takes theology classes through the Diocese and St. John’s to help her grow in that position.
Compared to other churches our size (there are none our size locally) you would find more staff and they would likely all
be full-time. None of our faith formation employees are employed as full, 12-month workers. Besides the Priest, we
currently do not have anyone fully trained in theology as a supportive resource for our parish community and faith
formation programs.
Q: What are we not able to do because our offerings are low?
Here are just a few examples in support of our mission we could accomplish if our offerings were increasing.
• Reconfigure our Faith Formation department and hire a Director to better support our formation for all ages across
the ACC. They would plan an intentional, strategic formation plan for all ages. They could support our small group
leaders with sound theology and help find resources for further bible studies, topical studies, etc.
• Hire a Youth Minister to become more involved with the youth in developing relationships and working to re-engage
our youth in our community through worship, prayer and service. We could also expand our youth opportunities
such as Young Life, local service opportunities, youth rallies and mission trips.
• Take care of our aging facilities. The Church was dedicated in 1997 and the education center in 2006. Things are
no longer new. A few weeks ago, all 4 furnaces in the church and education center were broken for different reasons
(it was -15 outside). The church was designed to have a metal roof and the current asphalt roof only has a handful of
years left. We are nursing the church sound system along; that is a big-ticket item.
As we move into looking at an AREA Catholic community, we are looking at where we can make adjustments/changes
to better serve the needs of a different concept of parish life, cooperating with other parishes. Our first step is to listen
to our kids, parents, teachers, religion teachers, staff, bible study leaders and more. Listen, really hear, design and plan.
As one of the largest parishes in the Diocese, we cannot meet all the needs, but certainly must be strategic about

what serves this growing community‘s formational needs. In other words, how can we best equip our
members for discipleship? Todd has been writing about the job responsibilities of our parish employees in
the bulletin. They will be evolving.
Congratulations to the Knights of Columbus. Their organization is celebrating its 100th anniversary this year.
It was begun by Fr. McGiveny. He was pastor of a parish on the east coast, populated with coal miners. There
was a high death rate among them, and there was a need to care for their families. So, he began the fraternal
organization to help care for the families of the coal workers. 		
Fr. Steve

† We wish to offer our sympathy and promise of
prayers to the family and friends of Mary Howe.

SUNDAY OFFERINGS
ACTUAL
Envelope			
$ 32,436
Electronic			 17,443
Other
1,625
Weekend - Feb. 23

$

51,504

Year-to-Date Offerings $ 1,171,707

$

$

BUDGET*
26,413
6,731
2,490
35,634

$ 1,211,556

VARIANCE
$
6,023
10,712
(865)
$

15,870

$ (39,849)

* Total year budget is spread equally over 52 weeks. Detailed financial
reports may be viewed at the Parish Office.

COMMUNITY NEWS
ST. MARY’S SPRING RUMMAGE SALE is April 18,
8:00 AM - 12:00 PM. Drop off donations April 17 at
St. Mary’s School from 4:00 - 6:00 PM. No furniture
or electronics. Contact Cecelia at 320-491-8527
with any questions. Grocery bags and hangers are
needed.

PRAYER CORNER
If you or someone you know in our
parish community is sick or ill, or has
a family member who could use our
prayers, please call our Parish Nurse,
Kathy Fischer, at 762-2320. Names
will be published for 6 weeks, and
renewed for an additional 6 weeks upon request.
Please remember the following people in your
prayers:
Ruth Partington, Betty Schlosser, Dan Woods,
Kevin Richmond Sr., Andrew Herges, Phyllis
VanKempen, Dan Ridler, Rosemary Rehovsky,
Marie Peterson, Doloris Lorsung, Betty Henshaw,
Marilyn Miller, MayVis Bruzek, Matt Sobiech,
Mitch, Alice Boesen, Lawrence Cline, Virginia
Schultz, Jack Determan, Dorothy Becker, Norma
Lais, Ken Volk, Dennis Zaviska, Emily Stark,
Irene Cline, Sally Bellicot, Kathy Bellicot, Kim
Rose, Lorraine Sellgren-Davis, Mary Waldorf,
Fran Didier, Dianne Otto, and Ronnie Le Grange.

SUNDAY HOSPITAL AND NURSING HOME
EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS - we will be working on
the schedule for April - June. Call or email the parish
office by March 6 with dates you are not available.
LOOKING FOR SOMETHING MEANINGFUL
FOR LENT? Come watch the Living Stations on
March 5, 6 & 7 at 7:00 PM.
DAVE
RAMSEY’S
FINANCIAL
PEACE
UNIVERSITY starts March 8 at 6:00 PM in the
St. Mary’s School Media Center. It is a 9-week class
that costs $100 with a $50 bonus upon completion
of the course. To sign up, contact the parish office at
763-5781. You CAN take control of your money, get
out of debt and create a plan for your future!
RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE at St. Mary’s Great
Hall on Monday, March 9, 1:00 - 6:00 PM and
Tuesday, March 10, 9:30 AM - 3:30 PM. Appt/
info, call Janet at 320-763-3381.
FROM FR. STEVE: HOLY LAND PILGRIMAGE
INFORMATION SESSION on Monday, March 2 at
6:30 PM in the Great Hall. This is an information
session on the October 8, 2020 Holy Land
Pilgrimage led by Fr. Steve, which includes 4 nights
on the Sea of Galilee and 5 nights in Jerusalem,
seeing most of the sights in those two regions.
Mark Hoffman from Magi Travel will be here to
speak about specifics. All are welcome.

ABOUT LIFE
JUSTICE PEACE AND THE INTEGRITY OF CREATION (JPIC): Act justly, walk humbly with your God. Micah 6:8
During this season of Lent, we are encouraged to give up something or make a change in our life. This can be accomplished
by giving up some food and donating to the “Let’s Bag Hunger” campaign held during the month of March. Donations will be
given to the Outreach Food Shelf in Alexandria.
There are bags available in the Commons Area that you can take, fill with food or paper products, and return to the designated
area. St. Mary’s parishioners have been very generous in the past, but the need for food continues in our community daily.
Monetary gifts are also accepted (envelopes are in the basket with the bags). Please place envelopes in offertory baskets.
Thanks in advance for helping feed the hungry!

40 DAYS FOR LIFE - Ash Wednesday is the beginning of the Spring 40 Days for Life Campaign going
through April 5. There are 40 Days for Life Devotionals on the Hospitality Desk and the chapel entrance
for you to pick up or you can go online. 40DaysForLife.com
Visit St. Mary’s Sanctity of Life online at sanctityoflifestm.org for information and resources.

FAITH FORMATION

stmreled@stmaryalexandria.org | 320-763-9202

YOUTH FAITH FORMATION

Class Schedule
Sunday School:		
March 8, 9:50-11:00 AM
Grades 1-5:			
March 4, 3:45-4:45 PM
Grades 6-12:			
March 4, 6:30-8:00 PM
Sunday School Voices
March 1—Two Builders
Today we talked about listening to what Jesus says—
and also DOING what he says! We want to be like wise
people, not foolish people. We made a beautiful rock to
remind us of putting our trust in Jesus.
Next week we will learn about the Good Samaritan. We
will explore some ways to let our lights shine, and we
will make a real light to shine at our homes.

Looking for a unique way to make
prayer part of your Lent? Be sure to
pick up a Lenten chaplet at the Church
beginning February 22. These chaplets
are a powerful way to pray during Lent.
Simply choose a person to pray for. Pray your way
around the chaplet (it takes maybe seven minutes a day,
and directions are included). When Lent is over, give
the chaplet to the person you have been praying for.
Imagine the impact of knowing someone has held you
up in prayer daily for six weeks. If you know someone
who could use prayer, this is the Lenten project you
have been looking for!

ADULT FAITH FORMATION
WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY: Lent is quickly
approaching! Be prepared and join us for the
most important journey of our lives, a journey of
grace, hope, repentance and transformation as
we begin the beautiful study, “Metanoia” by the
renowned Franciscan, Father Dave Pivonka. It’s
DVD-based & missed sessions may be viewed
at home. Begins February 29/March 1. You may
alternate between Saturday mornings or Sunday
evenings. Enroll/Details:
Lori 320-808-1145 or Kim 320-808-3669 or
biblestudywomen@gmail.com
CALLING ALL MOTHERS WITH CHILDREN
IN THE HOME! The St. Mary’s Momnipotent
Group will resume our weekly meetings this Lent
for fellowship and study of the book “The Grace
of Enough: Pursuing Less and Living More in a
Throwaway Culture” by Haley Stewart. Meetings
will be held in the homes of Tabatha and Jenna,
with children welcome. Various activities will be
provided for the children’s enjoyment as well.
There is no fee to attend, we only ask that you
purchase your own book. Meetings will be Fridays,
February 28 – April 3, 9:30 AM – 10:45 AM. For
more information, feel free to contact Tabatha at
(507) 363-1784. We look forward to seeing you!
MOMNIPOTENT MOM’S GROUP gathers for
Adoration on Mondays 10:00 - 10:45 AM in the
chapel. Children are welcome!
SUFFERING A LOSS THROUGH DEATH OR
DIVORCE?
BEGINNING EXPERIENCE is
coming to Alexandria on March 27-29 at Luther
Crest. This retreat helps people who suffer loss
to face issues that are painful and to find a path
beyond them...a new beginning. It will give you
a map, and some awesome fellow travelers a
point in the right direction. Call 320-219-8863
or www.beginningexperiencemn.com.

Stewardship
Inspiring a deeper understanding of true giving

W

hen our Lord exhorts us to
pray, we surely know where
to start and what to do. Some
will fold their hands, others bow their
head, many will do both, and some will
kneel. When God bids us to “sing praise,”
we may not have celestial voices, but we
at least know we’re supposed to open our
mouths and bring forth sounds!
The same holds true when our Lord
commands us to forgive someone who
has wronged us. It may not be easy, but
difficult as it may be, even a child knows
what God is asking of them. How they
go about it will vary, but surely, everyone
knows what is expected.
We understand most of what God asks
and expects of us and how to respond,
even if we are not always fully able to
comply or obey. However, there is one
expectation the Lord has of us that I am
not certain we know how to do, even if
we are of a mood and mind to do it.
I am talking about being thankful …
about giving thanks. It is certainly not a
rare or infrequent request, either. A quick
check of any complete concordance to the
Scriptures will reveal that there are
more than one-hundred-fifty times
when the Bible reminds, encourages or even commands us to give
thanks to God. To “give thanks” or
to “be thankful” is mentioned that
many times! And yet, what if God
were suddenly to stand in the midst
of us, as was true in biblical times,
and say, “All right everyone, give
thanks on the count of three!!!” I
suspect there would be such variety of response it would border on
mayhem, and Jesus’ response would
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be, “I didn’t say ‘Everyone do their own
thing!’ I said, ‘Everyone give thanks!’ ”
How do you go about giving thanks?
In the first place, I suspect that if the truth
be known, being thankful regularly presents a problem for most of us. Most of
us feel that what we have is by our wit
and work, and we are in no one’s debt
for what we legitimately have coming to
us. Even if we can somehow muster up
the willingness to be grateful, we simply don’t know how to do it! At best we
might bow our heads for a moment of
prayer and tell God how thankful we are.
Too many Christians operate under the
assumption that once they have told God
how grateful they are for what they have,
they now have the right to use everything
they have for themselves. They completely miss the very purpose for which
God gives to us! Namely, that we are to
use these gifts in God’s service and in
the service of others. Anything less than
that is simple selfishness! To be thankful
must lead to a mature understanding of
why God has blessed us. God gives to us

W

ith God, there
is no time; God
is eternal, without
beginning and without
ending. A thousand
years in God’s sight
is but a moment past.
We, however, live in
time, the time given to
us by God, the Creator of time. Time is
given to us to live in,
for and through God.
Time is made holy (or
unholy) by how we use
it, either to the glory
of God, or to the glory
of ourselves, as we are
known to God.

Continued on page 4...
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ent invites us
to rethink our
commitment to follow Jesus and be
good stewards of
our time and talent.
“My way,” Jesus
says, “requires you
to deny yourself and
carry a cross. Are
you sure you want
to come with me?”
Self-denial does not
mean treating ourselves as dirt. Rather
it means answering
the call of Jesus
even when the call
is to something we
would not choose. It
also means being so
committed to Christ
that we see him
brighter and more
clearly than we see
the hard road.

2

n business, it’s not uncommon to
do a cost versus benefit study to
see if the proposed endeavor will
produce enough benefits (measured
in money) to make it worthwhile. If
so, they proceed. If not, the idea is
scrapped. I recently did a cost versus benefit study on my use of time
and treasures. Instead of measuring
the cost in monetary terms, I tried to
put a spiritual value to things. I asked
myself several questions regarding
my use of time and talents. The answers were rather sobering. A few of
the questions went like this:

s I was saying to Pastor Goodly,
money is our easiest giving. Notice how nicely a ten dollar bill
fits in a collection plate. Better yet, by
writing a check we can stack a lot of dollars in that same space on the plate. But
one thing we cannot do; we cannot fit a
150 pound person into that plate; not even
10% of that person. Which is just my ridiculous way of showing that giving of
ourselves is our most difficult giving.
Giving of ourselves means giving the best
of our love, our devotion, our talents, our
time, and our mind.
I told the pastor that giving money is
only 10% of our stewardship duties. The
other 90% includes everything it takes
to make a great Christian. That’s why I
like so much to talk about the 90%. Everybody knows they should give money,
even those who never give. Just for an
example, folks are startled when I point
out that attendance at worship, and other

• Could I record my favorite show
so I could teach a Bible study that
evening?
• For all the money I spend eating
out, could I give a little more at
church for those less fortunate?
• Could I cut Sunday morning coffeetime by fifteen minutes in order
to get to church a little early and
pray over the service, for hearts to
be transformed?
These aren’t easy questions, but
they must be asked by each of us.
Can you do a spiritual cost versus
benefit study? The payoff just might be
bigger than you think!

church activities is a steward’s duty.
By that attendance, we are proclaiming
to our town, the existence and wonder of
our God and the church of Jesus Christ.
We become a witness by example to all
the people who observe our faithfulness.
Actions always speak louder than words.
We attend, not to demonstrate our saintliness, but to demonstrate the glory of God
to others. I’m not talking about simply being there. You should look up that word
“attendance” in a good dictionary. Of
course, “being present” is the basic meanContinued on page 4...

Stewardship Word Scramble

Stewardship Crossword

Solve the puzzle by looking at the clues and unscrambling the answers.
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ACROSS
1. What we express to God for his goodness.
4. Thanksgiving to God while still hoarding.
5. Hoarding God’s gifts.
8. Typically folded while praying.
9. To communicate with God.
10. Selfishly enjoying God’s gifts.
DOWN
2. What we do with God’s gifts.
3. Sharing our gifts with others.
4. Typically bowed while praying.
6. Expressing our gratitude to God.
7. Given to us by God for service to others.

ACROSS
CLUE
1. What we express to God for his
goodness.
4. Thanksgiving to God while still hoarding.
5. Hoarding God’s gifts.
8. Typically folded while praying.
9. To communicate with God.
10. Selfishly enjoying God’s gifts.
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Crossword Puzzle Answers
Across
Down
1. Thanksgiving 2. Stewardship
4. Hollow
3. Generous
5. Storeup
4. Head
8. Hands
6. Thankful
9. Pray
7. Gifts
10. Selfindulge

Continued from page 1...

When our Lord exhorts...
not to make us thankful, but to make us
generous and useful to him and to others!
True thanksgiving begins with being
genuinely grateful to God … the giver
of every gift. And that describes and includes all we are and possess … they are
gifts! The true fruit of genuine gratitude
and thanksgiving, however, is how we
use and what we do with what God has
blessed us with.
It becomes clear … in fact it is inescapable … that genuine thankfulness and
good stewardship are inseparably related.
God has bound them together as closely
as fingers on the same hand. You simply
cannot lift up your heart in thanksgiving, as the Psalmist says, and not use
what God has given you in his service
and to his glory. What a hollow ring it
must sound in the ears of God, the giver,
when we express our thanksgiving, and
then proceed to hoard, store-up, or selfindulge the blessings we have received
as gifts. Jesus had many harsh words
and stern warnings for those who said
one thing and did yet another. One that
comes immediately to mind is, “Why do
you call me ‘Lord, Lord,’ and then do not
do the things I say?”

Remember, joyfully and expectantly,
why God blesses and showers us with an
abundance of good gifts from above: Not
just to make us thankful, but to make us
useful! By any other name, what we EXPRESS to God about what has been given to us is called “Thanksgiving.” What
we DO with all of it is called “stewardship.”
Continued from page 2...

Old Sam Elder

ing, but note the further meanings, such
as: “to be present for a purpose” or “to
serve” or “to be attentive to.”
So we have to be more than warm bodies taking up space. We need to keep alert
to listen and to learn. We need to let down
the barriers and draw close to our brothers
and sisters; “Fellowship” as Pastor Goodly would call it. We need to serve, each
according to their talents and abilities.
Strangely, when we search persistently
and prayerfully, we can find that one task
for which we were especially equipped.
As I told Pastor Goodly, money is our
easiest giving.
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ST. MARY’S SCHOOL

St. Mary’s School educates the whole child within a nurturing Catholic Christian environment.
stmaryss@stmaryalexandria.org | 320-763-5861

Lent 2020
He Rose
He Came

He‘s Coming Back
He Died

Week of March 2 - He Came
- Prayer Service: Wednesday at 9:30
- Lesson: Jesus Came Because I Was in Trouble
- Activity: Make and Wear Witness Bracelets
- Friday - Penny Challenge Begins!
Week of March 9 - He Died
- Prayer Service: Tuesday at 1:00
- Lesson: Jesus Died to Save Me
- Activity: Classroom Cross Craft
- Friday - Reconciliation Grades 2-6
Week of March 16 - He Rose
- Prayer Service: Wednesday at 2:10
- Lesson: Jesus Conquered Death
- Activity: Tomb Craft

He Ascended

Week of March 23 - He Ascended
- Prayer Service: Wednesday at 9:15
- Lesson: Jesus Went to Make a Place for Me
- Activity: Jesus Rising to Heaven Craft
Week of March 30 - He’s Coming Back
- Prayer Service: Tuesday at 12:30
- Lesson: Jesus is Coming Back for Me
- Activity: Whole School Sibling Activity
		
Week of April 6 - Celebrating Jesus During Holy Week!
- Prayer Service: Thursday at 12:30
- Lesson: Jesus Had a Holy Week!
- Activity: Celebrating the Last Supper
- Thursday - Sedar Meal
- Thursday - Stations of the Cross

CALENDAR RAFFLE WINNERS
FEBRUARY

SCHOOL HAPPENINGS
Save the Date – The Gathering, Friday, April 17!

Follow St. Mary’s School
Find us on Instagram and Facebook!
stmarysschoolalexandria

St. Mary’s School Alexandria

2/23 Kathy Pesta, Alexandria		

$35

2/24 David Classen, Alexandria		

$20

2/25 Greg Tvrdik, Alexandria		

$20

2/26 Michaela Niblett, Alexandria		

$20

2/27

Katy Olson, Alexandria		

$20

2/28 Elliot Christensen, Alexandria

$20

2/29 Lisa Botzet, Garfield			

$20

Help Support Our School by Participating in:
Tapes for
Education

LITURGICAL AND MUSICAL NOTES
GET AWAY, SATAN!
Jesus goes into the desert to pray and to fast. At the end of
forty days he is tempted three times, first with food, then with
power and finally with riches. Jesus answers the tempter
by quoting Scripture. The tempter responds with his own
quotes from Scripture. Finally, Jesus tells the devil to go.
Temptation is a part of life. Everyone must deal
with it, even Jesus. One of our jobs as parents is to help
our children develop a right conscience so they can face
temptation. I remember when my young children were
watching the movie Pinocchio and I was wishing my children
had their own Blue Fairy.
There is a very solemn scene in the movie where
the Blue Fairy asks Jiminy Cricket to kneel as she dubs
him the “Lord high keeper of right and wrong, counselor
in moments of temptation.” Wouldn’t it be great if all our
children were given tiny umbrella-wielding consciences to
keep them on the straight and narrow?
As Christians, we have very definite ideas of what
is right and wrong. We are called to value others as much as
we value ourselves and to value ourselves as much as
God values us.
We can try to help our children internalize this
message by taking the time to listen and ask questions as
they unpack their good deeds and bad. Why did they do
what they did? How did they feel? Did the action help or hurt
others or themselves? How was the action wrong or right?
We will do well if we teach our children to ask themselves
these questions before they act.
We play the role of Jiminy Cricket for the first few
years of our children’s lives. We are the outside voice that
points out right from wrong, until, we hope, like Pinocchio,
they learn from their mistakes and successes and begin to
listen to the quiet voice inside. Then, like that little wooden
boy, they, too, are on their way to becoming all their
Creator hopes they will be.
FAMILY RESPONSE
Have family members talk about what they think they will
be like in ten years. What do they think God would want
them to be like in ten years?
PERSONAL RESPONSE
Write down your response to the Family Response. What
do you think your life will be like in ten years? How do you
feel about your response? What do you want to remember
from last week? What are you looking forward to next week?
What are your concerns?
Bringing Home the Gospel: Parent Reflections on the Sunday Gospels • Copyright © 2007, 2019 Judith Dunlap.
Published by the Pastoral Center, PastoralCenter.com. All rights reserved. Scripture passages have been taken from
the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright ©1989 by the Division of Christian Education of the National
Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A., and used by permission. All rights reserved.

PARISH HEALTH MINISTRY

LIFTING SPIRITS, TOUCHING LIVES
Sleep Awareness Week is March 8-14. Healthy sleeping
habits can make a big difference in your quality of life. Having
healthy sleep habits is often referred to as having good sleep
hygiene. The National Sleep Foundation recommends the
following sleep practices on a consistent basis:
1. Stick to a sleep schedule of the same bedtime and
wake up time, even on weekends.
2. Practice a relaxing bedtime ritual. A relaxing, routine
activity right before bedtime conducted away from
bright lights helps separate sleep time from activities
that cause excitement, stress or anxiety that can
make it more difficult to fall asleep, get sound sleep
or remain asleep.
3. If you have trouble sleeping, avoid naps, especially
in the afternoon. Power napping may get you
through the day, but if you find you can’t fall asleep
at bedtime, eliminating even short catnaps can help.
4. Exercise daily. Vigorous exercise is best, but even light
exercise is better than no activity. Exercise at any time
of the day, but not at the expense of your sleep.
5. Evaluate your room. Design your sleep environment
to establish conditions you need for sleep. Your
bedroom should be cool—between 60 and 67
degrees. Your bedroom should be free of any noise
that can disturb your sleep. Your bedroom should
be free of light. Check your room for distractions.
6. Sleep on a comfortable mattress. Make sure your
mattress is comfortable and supportive. The one you
are using may have exceeded its life expectancy—
about 9-10 years for most good quality mattresses.
Have comfortable pillows and make the room free of
allergens.
7. Use a bright light to help manage circadian rhythms.
Avoid bright light in the evening and expose yourself
to sunlight in the morning This will keep your
circadian rhythms in check.
8. Avoid alcohol, cigarettes ad heavy meals in the
evening. All these can disrupt sleep. Eating big or
spicy foods can cause discomfort from indigestion
that can make it hard to sleep.
9. Wind down. Your body needs time to shift into
sleep mode, so spend the last hour before bed
doing a calming activity such as reading. For some
people, using an electronic device can make it hard
to fall asleep because the light emanating from the
screens of these devices activates the brain.
10. If you can’t sleep, go into another room and do
something relaxing until you feel tired.
11. If you’re still having trouble sleeping, don’t hesitate to
talk with your doctor or to find a sleep professional.
You may also benefit from recording your sleep in a
sleep diary to help better evaluate common patterns
or issues with your sleep habits.

SACRAMENTS
RECONCILIATION
Saturday at 4:00 PM in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel (room behind presider’s chair; also
has a separate entry)
BAPTISM
All parents must take the Baptism Preparation Course. Call the Parish Office to sign up.
Check our website for dates.
MARRIAGE PREPARATION
Members of the parish (or children of members) must arrange for marriage at least
6 months in advance. Contact the Parish Office for more information.
ANOINTING OF THE SICK
The 1st Sunday of the month, immediately following the 8:00 AM Mass. Those who wish to
be annointed are asked to come to the front of the church.

WEEKLY MASS SCHEDULE

Tue. 5:00 PM †Shirley Henshaw
Wed. 8:30 AM †Robert Ryan
Thurs. 7:00 AM †Curt Boesl
1:30 PM Knute Nelson †Alex Boesl
Fri.
8:30 AM †Rita Gasperlin
Sat. 5:00 PM †Elsie Platto
Sun. 8:00AM †Kathy DeCock
10:00 AM For the Parish

WEEKLY READINGS - MARCH 1
Mon.
Tue.
Wed.
Thurs.
Fri.
Sat.
Sun.

LV 19:1-2, 11-18; MT 25:31-46
IS 55:10-11; MT 6:7-15
JON 3:1-10; LK 11:29-32
EST C:12, 14-16, 23-25; MT 7:7-12
EZ 18:21-28; MT 5:20-26
DT 26:16-19; MT 5:43-48
GN 12:1-4A; 2 TM 1:8B-10; MT 17:1-9

PARISH STAFF
Steve Binsfeld.......................320-763-5781
Laurie Bienias.......................320-763-9202
Pastor
Logistics Coordinator
Todd Wentworth.................320-763-5781
Tammy Huss..........................320-763-9202
Parish Business Administrator
Coordinator of Youth Ministries
Laurie Youngers..................320-763-5781
Kathy Ballou...........................320-763-5781
Director of Music & Liturgy
Communications Coordinator
Kathy Fischer........................320-762-2320
Elmer Kobbermann............320-834-3103
Parish Nurse
Francie Peterson.................320-360-0325
Parish Trustees
Troy Sladek.............................320-763-5861
Principal & Elementary Faith Formation

CONTACT US

NEW MEMBERS

www.stmaryalexandria.org

To register, stop by our Hospitality Desk
located in the Commons Area of the
church or visit our website to complete the
registration online.

stmary@stmaryalexandria.org
320-763-5781

OUR THANKS TO THESE MERCHANTS FOR SUPPORTING OUR PARISH BULLETIN
Better Water: Pure & Simple
Sales, Rentals, Salt
763-6586 - 601 Nokomis St.

Village Cooperative
62+ Senior Living
320-219-7592

NORTHWOODS
CONSTRUCTION LLC

Mike Klimek 320-766-8709
Dan Klimek 320-766-8690

AQUARIUS - 84, INC.

Plumbing, Mechanical,
& Hot Water Heat
763-3636 • 214 6th Ave. East
Alexandria, MN

320-763-3954
THORNTON, DOLAN, BOWEN, KLECKER & BURKHAMMER, PA
Attorneys At Law
1017 Broadway, Alexandria, MN

320.762.1144
HeartlandOrthopedics.com

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
722 6th Avenue East

www.zimnyinsuranceagency.com

320-762-2124

Auto | Home | Business | Life | Health | LTC Ins.
1103 Broadway, Alexandria, MN

Ford • Chrysler
763-3126 Alexandria

512 30th Avenue East, Alexandria, MN

320.762.5330

1210 Broadway St. S
320-763-3040

Membership: Bob Neale, 320-762-8685
KC Hall Rental: John Leesch, 320-763-3644
Bingo:
Wednesdays 2:00 PM & Sundays 7:00 PM

www.skidpro.com

877-378-4642

A & E PLUMBING &
HEATING INC.

Water Heaters - Furnaces - Service Work

763-6673
Alexandria Electric

Viking Garage Door Co. 320.763.5556
Doors & Openers
raukfamilydentistry.com
JANET SCHILTGEN
320-762-2528
Residential/Commercial

320-834-5488

762-1249

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR
620 Oak Street South
ALEXANDRIA, MN 56308
763-5222

“Since 1945”

www.hilltoplbr.com

320-763-5600

Alexandria • Glenwood
Parkers Prairie • Brandon

“Mobilizing
Churches to
Transform
Lives”

320-763-5200 | 406 Broadway
Alexandria, MN 56308

Love INC of Douglas County Lakes Area

Call to volunteer, donate or receive services!

Call 320-763-5781
Advertise your
business here

44 Glenn Rd NW
320-759-3022
www.loveincdouglas.org

10 Minute OIL CHANGE
1318 Broadway, Alexandria, MN

320-763-5259

Made you look!
Call 320-763-5781
to advertise!

Mari Leuthner
320-760-2291
mari.coldwell@gmail.com

www.coldwellbankercrown.com

PAPPENFUS
PERSONAL INJURY LAWYERS

Robert H. Pappenfus
Thomas J. Pappenfus
Alexandria, MN 56308
320-763-6688
web: www.pappenfus.com

