Our Mission is to know, love and serve God by living the Eucharist.
Promulgated on Pentecost Sunday, 2013

420 Irving Street | Alexandria, MN 56308 | (320) 763-5781
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MARCH 8, 2020
THE 2ND SUNDAY OF LENT

FROM OUR PASTOR
Dear Parishioners,
The most powerful tool we have when it comes to teaching our children about the beauty
of their sexuality in the digital age is conversation. Real, honest, “look them in the eyes” conversations
about their deep questions. In the digital age, passive parenting is not an option—the internet never
rests. Our Diocese has set aside this weekend as Safe Haven Sunday in order to provide free
Fr. Steve Binsfeld resources to assist you with confidently talking to your children about internet dangers, as well as
their online and offline choices.
Safe Haven Sunday is celebrated through prayer and reflection within the context of the Mass. After Mass, we
have booklets available at the hospitality desk entitled: Confident: Helping Parents Navigate Online Exposure.
This book includes a free seven-day text-to-opt-in program that provides practical tips for caring adults to create
safer digital environments for themselves and young people. Simply text SECURE to 66866 to begin receiving
guidance today!
FESTIVAL OF FORGIVENESS. Pope Francis has described mercy as “the very foundation of the Church’s
life.” During Lent 2020, the Church in the Diocese of Saint Cloud wants every person to experience the lifechanging power of God’s mercy and love. On Friday, March 27 — the Friday of the Fourth Week of Lent — our
diocese is again holding a “Festival of Forgiveness” during which the Sacrament of Reconciliation will be available
for extended periods at designated churches throughout the diocese. Parishioners are invited to celebrate the
Sacrament of Reconciliation on Friday, March 27, 11:00 AM - 1:00 PM and 5:00 - 8:00 PM in St. Mary’s Church.
The Catholic faithful from our entire deanery, including those who have been away from the sacraments, are invited
to participate in this special celebration.
BLESSINGS TO YOU THIS WEEK,
FR. STEVE
AREA CATHOLIC COMMUNITY UPDATE - COME TO THE WATER CATHOLIC COMMUNITY
Our ACC Planning Council met on February 18. After some difficulty with our ACC name (Central Lakes
Area Catholic Community), the ACC Planning Council has agreed to change our name. Our new name is now
Come to the Water Catholic Community (CTTWCC). This name has two nice symbolic representations in
the many lakes we have around Alexandria, Belle River and Osakis and in remembering our own baptism.
We should receive word from the Diocesan Planning Office any day as far as the approval or recommendations
for changes to our strategic plan. By the time this goes to print we may have already heard.
Once we receive approval, we will provide details on the goals and objectives; these will also be posted
on the Diocesan website. Effective August 1, 2020, we will merge our 3 Parish Pastoral Councils into 1 ACC
Pastoral Council. At the last meeting, the planning council tweaked the #s of representatives from each
parish. The following will be the representation: Immaculate Conception (3), St. Mary’s (6), St. Nicholas (3).
These numbers will make for an easier transition and better reflect the proportionate membership. In addition,
the Pastoral Councils do not vote on recommendations, rather they achieve consensus. So, discussion
continues until everyone can compromise and live with a proposed recommendation and comes to an
agreement. So, yes, 1 person’s strong disapproval can stop a recommendation. Again, the Pastoral Council is
an advisory body only and does not set policy or make any final decisions.
THANK YOU to the following for serving the
funeral luncheon of:
Mary Howe - Mary Larson, Mary Strasser &
Team 7

SUNDAY OFFERINGS
ACTUAL
Envelope			
$ 18,923
Electronic			 5,647
Other
1,849
Weekend - March 1

$

26,419

Year-to-Date Offerings $ 1,198,126

$

$

BUDGET*
26,413
6,731
2,490
35,634

$ 1,247,190

VARIANCE
$ (7,490)
(1,084)
(641)
$

(9,215)

$ (49,064)

* Total year budget is spread equally over 52 weeks. Detailed financial
reports may be viewed at the Parish Office.

COMMUNITY NEWS
DAUGHTERS OF ISABELLA meeting Thursday,
March 19 at 1:00 PM. Please note the time change.
Sister Rita von Holtum will be the guest speaker.

PRAYER CORNER
If you or someone you know in our
parish community is sick or ill, or has
a family member who could use our
prayers, please call our Parish Nurse,
Kathy Fischer, at 762-2320. Names
will be published for 6 weeks, and
renewed for an additional 6 weeks upon request.
Please remember the following people in your
prayers:
Ruth Partington, Betty Schlosser, Dan Woods,
Kevin Richmond Sr., Andrew Herges, Phyllis
VanKempen, Dan Ridler, Rosemary Rehovsky,
Marie Peterson, Doloris Lorsung, Betty Henshaw,
Marilyn Miller, MayVis Bruzek, Matt Sobiech,
Mitch, Alice Boesen, Lawrence Cline, Virginia
Schultz, Jack Determan, Dorothy Becker, Norma
Lais, Ken Volk, Dennis Zaviska, Emily Stark,
Irene Cline, Sally Bellicot, Kathy Bellicot, Kim
Rose, Lorraine Sellgren-Davis, Mary Waldorf,
Fran Didier, Dianne Otto, and Ronnie Le Grange.

CELEBRATING A MAJOR
WEDDING ANNIVERSARY
IN 2020? If you are
celebrating your 5 th, 25 th,
40 th, 50 th, 60 th or 60 plus
anniversary, contact the
Parish Office. May 2 is
Honoring Marriage Day at the Cathedral of Saint
Mary in St. Cloud.

RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE at St. Mary’s Great Hall
on Monday, March 9, 1:00 - 6:00 PM and Tuesday,
March 10, 9:30 AM - 3:30 PM. Appt/info, call Janet at
320-763-3381.
REMINDER Stations of the Cross are prayed during
Lent every Friday at 5:15 PM in the Great Hall.

ABOUT LIFE
40 DAYS FOR LIFE - Ash Wednesday is the beginning of the Spring 40 Days for Life Campaign
going through April 5. There are 40 Days for Life Devotionals on the Hospitality Desk and in the chapel
entrance for you to pick up or you can go online. 40DaysForLife.com
Visit St. Mary’s Sanctity of Life online at sanctityoflifestm.org for information and resources.
JUSTICE PEACE AND THE INTEGRITY OF CREATION (JPIC): Act justly, walk humbly with your God. Micah 6:8
During this season of Lent, we are encouraged to give up something or make a change in our life. This can be accomplished
by giving up some food and donating to the “Let’s Bag Hunger” campaign held during the month of March. Donations will be
given to the Outreach Food Shelf in Alexandria.
There are bags available in the Commons Area that you can take, fill with food or paper products, and return to the designated
area. St. Mary’s parishioners have been very generous in the past, but the need for food continues in our community daily.
Monetary gifts are also accepted (envelopes are in the basket with the bags). Please place envelopes in offertory baskets.
Thanks in advance for helping feed the hungry!

FAITH FORMATION

stmreled@stmaryalexandria.org | 320-763-9202

YOUTH FAITH FORMATION

Sunday School Voices
March 8—The Good Samaritan

Class Schedule
Sunday School:		
March 15, 9:50-11:00 AM
Grades 1-5:			
March 11, 3:45-4:45 PM
Grades 6-12:			
March 11, 6:30-8:00 PM

Today we talked about ways we can show God’s
love. We read the story of the Good Samaritan. We
made a cupcake with a candy heart hidden inside.
We don’t want to hide the love we have! We want to
let it shine! We made Christlight bags to show how
we can let our lights shine.

CATHOLIC JEWELRY &
TINY SAINTS FUNDRAISER

Next time we will talk about Jesus, our Good
Shepherd. Ewe will like it—it will not be baaaaa-d!

Some of our St. Mary’s middle school youth will be
attending a mission trip to Duluth this summer. Also,
some of our older teens will be attending Steubenville.
We are excited to offer you an opportunity to purchase
beautiful rosaries, a large variety of Catholic medals,
crucifix necklaces, bracelets and other faith-inspired
jewelry, along with Tiny Saints. An assortment of
First Communion and Confirmation gift items will be
included.

ADULT FAITH FORMATION

Please stop by our display in the Commons Area after
all Masses the weekends of March 15 and March 22.

Wanted
Sunday School is looking for candy melts. Any color or
flavor. If you have any you no longer want, please send
them our way!

Theology Thursday, March 19, 6:30 - 8:30 PM
“Empty Vessels”
Presented by Aaron Carpenter in the Great Hall.
He will address: What is the role of the Assembly
in the Liturgy of the Word? How do we listen more
effectively?
WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY: Lent is quickly
approaching! Be prepared and join us for the
most important journey of our lives, a journey of
grace, hope, repentance and transformation as
we begin the beautiful study, “Metanoia”, by the
renowned Franciscan, Father Dave Pivonka. It’s
DVD-based. Missed sessions may be viewed
at home. Began February 29/March 1. You may
alternate between Saturday mornings or Sunday
evenings. Enroll/Details:
Lori 320-808-1145 or Kim 320-808-3669 or
biblestudywomen@gmail.com
SUFFERING A LOSS THROUGH DEATH OR
DIVORCE?
BEGINNING EXPERIENCE is
coming to Alexandria on March 27-29 at Luther
Crest. This retreat helps people who suffer loss
to face issues that are painful and to find a path
beyond them...a new beginning. It will give you
a map, and some awesome fellow travelers a
point in the right direction. Call 320-219-8863

WEDNESDAY

MARCH

11

THURSDAY

MARCH

12

F R I D AY

MARCH

13

God calls us to love others patiently (1 Cor. 13). Pope Francis points out that when we
think others should be perfect or that everything should turn out our way, we become
impatient and act out in anger. This makes it difficult to be with others and can turn
families into “battlegrounds.” Patience requires a “deep compassion” for others that
accepts them for who they are, not what they do for us. (The Joy of Love, 92)
How can you cultivate patience in your life this Lent?

The Lenten season is a particularly good time of year to rededicate ourselves to living out
the works of mercy and reflecting on God’s mercy for us. Lent is a time to reawaken our
conscience, which may have become preoccupied or tired amidst the poverty and need
that surrounds us. (Lenten Message, 10/4/15)
Who in my life is most in need of God’s
mercy right now? How can I offer it to
that person?

About one-third of all food that
is produced is wasted. Pope
Francis decries our “culture
of waste,” in which we have
become used to living with
excess and insensitive to
what we squander while
others go hungry. When food
is thrown away, he reasons, it’s
like it is being “stolen from the
table of the poor.” Not long ago,
our grandparents’ generation were
careful not to waste even the smallest
portions of food. (6/5/13)
Amidst your fasting this Lent, commit to reducing your food waste, by not overbuying and
by storing and using leftovers more thoughtfully.

SATURDAY

MARCH

14

Jesus invites us to make a “radical about-face” in our lives and “abandon compromises
with evil,” says Pope Francis. He says almost all of us act as hypocrites sometimes,
and that we may then justify our choices by reasoning that we’re good, church-going
people. While Jesus is patient and forgiving with our failings, he also wants more from us.
(2/28/16)
Where in your life are you making “compromises” with which Jesus would disagree?

Lent with Pope Francis

THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT X WITH REFLECTIONS BY PAUL CANAVESE
S U N DAY

MARCH

15

M O N DAY

MARCH

16

The story of Jesus and the Samaritan woman centers on the experience of thirst, and not
just for water. As humans, we desire many things: truth, love, justice, freedom, and much
more. While we can somewhat satisfy our thirst for these desires, deep within us we are
hard-wired to seek out “something more.” That deeper thirst can only be slaked by God
through Jesus. (1/25/15)
Pray to God today for living water that
will satisfy your deepest thirst.

Pope Francis laments the
state of many neighborhoods,
which have become places of
individualism, isolation,
defensiveness, and mistrust.
“Jesus desires to pour out an
abundance of life upon our
cities,” he says. Our
neighborhoods should connect
residents to each other and help
us support each other, especially
those in need. This is the Gospel
way. (The Joy of the Gospel, 75)
What can you do this week to foster more
connection and community in your neighborhood?

T U E S D AY

MARCH

17

The first step in living a Gospel-based life, states Pope Francis, is learning to blame
ourselves. We’re very good at blaming other people and playing innocent, but for us to
become better people we need to become aware of what we do wrong and what we are
capable of doing wrong. The next step is to ask God for mercy and forgiveness. (3/2/15)
This Lent, pray for the grace to learn how to “blame yourself” and recognize the ways in
which you sin or are capable of sinning.
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WEDNESDAY

MARCH

18

THURSDAY

MARCH

19

F R I D AY

MARCH

20

Pope Francis says it’s important for us to be loving in the way we treat family members
who aren’t as committed to or knowledgeable about our faith. He is concerned that
sometimes “supposedly mature believers” are “unbearably arrogant” to others in
their family. The love of Christ, on the other hand, is based in humility, concern, and
understanding. That kind of love attracts people to the Church. (The Joy of Love, 98)
How do you relate to those, especially in your extended family, who may be on the margins
of the Church?

Are you a “Yes, but...” Christian? Pope Francis says there is a tendency for some
“lukewarm” Christians to insist on wanting things their way instead of God’s way. They’re
willing to accept salvation, but only on their own conditions. They’ll admit God has graced
them, but always have something to complain about. But relationship with God is a
package deal. (3/24/15)
In what ways do you try to put limits
on God and how God can love you?

The overwhelming influence of
digital media has resulted in a
noisy cacophony of
information overload and
confusing “mental pollution.”
Wise decision-making
requires thoughtful
reflection, self-examination,
open dialogue, and an honest,
generous desire to understand
others. (On Care for Our Common
Home, 47)
Is your use of social media or other
online media overloading you or making you
confused? What healthy limits can you put in place?

SATURDAY

MARCH

21

Halfway through the season of Lent, Pope Francis asks us to assess whether we are on the
path of life or “the path of lies.” “How many locks do I still have on my heart?” Where
do we find our joy: in generously reaching out to help others or in staying wrapped up in
ourselves? (2/25/16)
What is your own assessment of your progress on your Lenten journey? Do you need to
recalibrate?

Lent with Pope Francis

FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT X WITH REFLECTIONS BY PAUL CANAVESE
S U N DAY

MARCH

22

M O N DAY

MARCH

23

T U E S D AY

MARCH

24

The Gospel of the man born blind tells the story of one person who takes a road from
blindness to light, and others who take a road to greater blindness. The Pharisees were so
convinced that they already had the light in their possession, and did everything possible
to close their hearts and deny the light of Christ. (3/30/14)
Is your heart fully open to Christ’s light? Where might Christ be showing up in your life,
perhaps unexpectedly?

In reflecting on the sinfulness and corruption that overtook King David, Pope Francis
stressed that when we are most secure, powerful, comfortable, and/or successful, we
can be the most vulnerable to falling away from God and ultimately to “corruption.” It is
in these times that we need to remain humble and remember our dependence on God.
(1/29/16)
Do you need God in your life, or do you think you can you can go it alone? How might you
take a step toward humility and recognizing your dependence on God?

Pope Francis is the ultimate evangelist,
wanting to share the Good News
with everyone he encounters and
“stir up enthusiasm” for all
Christians to do the same with
“fervor, joy, generosity,
courage, boundless love, and
attraction!” This excitement
comes from the Holy Spirit
when it burns in our hearts.
(The Joy of the Gospel, 261)
Challenge yourself to be a little
(or a lot) less tentative or hesitant
in sharing your faith with others.
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ST. MARY’S SCHOOL

St. Mary’s School educates the whole child within a nurturing Catholic Christian environment.
stmaryss@stmaryalexandria.org | 320-763-5861

St. Mary’s School Alumni
We need your help updating our records!

If you, your child, or any family member
attended St. Mary’s School, please fill out
and return this form to the school or parish
office or the hospitality desk.
Donate to St. Mary’s School and
receive a St. Mary’s School Alumni
t-shirt!
All proceeds will go towards the St. Mary’s
School Fundraiser, The Gathering, on
April 17 at Carlos Creek Winery.

CALENDAR RAFFLE WINNERS
MARCH

SCHOOL HAPPENINGS
PAC Meeting – Tuesday, March 10 at 8:00 AM in the large
conference room

3/1

Nancy Rice, Alexandria		

$100

Save the Date –
St. Mary’s School Fish Fry - March 27
The Gathering, A Celebration of St. Mary’s School - April 17

3/2

David Hetland, Osakis		

$20

3/3

Cathy Kinney, Glenwood		

$20

3/4

Elliot Christensen, Alexandria

$20

Follow St. Mary’s School
Find us on Instagram and Facebook!

3/5

Kim Boesl, Brandon			

$20

3/6

Toni Diede, Alexandria		

$20

3/7

Mark Nelson, Alexandria		

$20

stmarysschoolalexandria

St. Mary’s School Alexandria

Help Support Our School by Participating in:
Tapes for
Education

PARISH HEALTH MINISTRY

LIFTING SPIRITS, TOUCHING LIVES
The fact that Lent and National Nutrition Month happen in March may be just a coincidence. Fasting,
abstinence from certain foods, and not eating between meals makes us aware of how important a nutritious
diet is for our health. While we rarely focus on nutrition during our prayer life, let’s spend some time looking
at the connection.
1. It is tempting to make Lent a time of strenuous fasting and prayer, but keep it simple and focused. Each year
the Church revisits the principle events of the life of Christ, and each year we will have time to ponder these
mysteries. Don’t try to cram it all in one year.
† Try not to do two things at once. Don’t eat while watching TV, or when driving. You will appreciate each
bite even more...
† Keep a food diary noting what you eat, the kind and amount of food you eat, especially during different
times of the day. You may be surprised!
2. Lent is a time to remind us of our weaknesses. It may be painful to realize we are one meal away from hunger,
but it helps recognize how helpless we are.
† Get active, take the dog for a walk, climb the stairs, take an extra lap around the store when grocery
shopping.
† Flip the package over and really look at the nutritional label. It might be confusing at first, but look at the
size of a serving, and the amount of calories, fat, sugar and salt. Look at the ingredients......can you even
pronounce some of them?
3. Reach out with charity. When we experience hunger during Lent we are able to understand those in need
throughout the year. Almsgiving is more than throwing a few extra dollars in the collection plate, it’s about
sharing God’s unconditional love and helping those in need, without judgement.
† Cook a meal and share it with someone. Prepare a special meal for somebody you care about, or better
yet, for someone in need.
† Help out at a local food shelf or soup kitchen. You’ll reap many rewards of your labor!
4. Love like Christ. Just as Jesus spent 40 days in the dessert, Lent brings us closer to asking for his help. It
allows us to see how we can help others.
† Don’t have a side dish of guilt. If you eat too much at a meal, acknowledge it and move on.
† Reward yourself with something other than food. Celebrate accomplishments with something that
makes you smile, talking with a friend, seeing a movie.

When evening came, Jesus was reclining at the table with the Twelve. And while they were eating, he
said, “I tell you the truth, one of you will betray me.” They were very sad and began to say to him one
after the other, “Surely not I, Lord?” - MATTHEW 26:20-22

Betsy Clark, Elizabeth (Betsy) Clark, DNP, RN, Faith Community Nurse, Church of Saint Andrew, Elk River, MN
55330, Phone: 763-441-1483 EXT. 308, parishnurse@saint-andrew.net

SACRAMENTS
RECONCILIATION
Saturday at 4:00 PM in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel (room behind presider’s chair; also
has a separate entry)
BAPTISM
All parents must take the Baptism Preparation Course. Call the Parish Office to sign up.
Check our website for dates.
MARRIAGE PREPARATION
Members of the parish (or children of members) must arrange for marriage at least
6 months in advance. Contact the Parish Office for more information.
ANOINTING OF THE SICK
The 1st Sunday of the month, immediately following the 8:00 AM Mass. Those who wish to
be annointed are asked to come to the front of the church.

WEEKLY MASS SCHEDULE

Tue. 5:00 PM †Robert Ryan
Wed. 8:30 AM †Charles Giefer
Thurs. 7:00 AM †Toni McCarten
1:30 PM Bethany †Charles Giefer
Fri.
8:30 AM †Rita Gasperlin
Sat. 5:00 PM For the Parish
Sun. 8:00AM †Norbert Schmidt
10:00 AM †Bill O’Brien

WEEKLY READINGS - MARCH 8
Mon.
Tue.
Wed.
Thurs.
Fri.
Sat.
Sun.

DN 9:4B-10; LK 6:36-38
IS 1:10, 16-20; MT 23:1-12
JER 18:18-20; MT 20:17-28
JER 17:5-10; LK 16:19-31
GN 37:3-4, 12-13A, 17B-28A; MT
21:33-43, 45-46
MI 7:14-15, 18-20; LK 15:1-3, 11-32
EX 17:3-7; ROM 5:1-2, 5-8; JN 4:5-42

PARISH STAFF
Steve Binsfeld.......................320-763-5781
Laurie Bienias.......................320-763-9202
Pastor
Logistics Coordinator
Todd Wentworth.................320-763-5781
Tammy Huss..........................320-763-9202
Parish Business Administrator
Coordinator of Youth Ministries
Laurie Youngers..................320-763-5781
Kathy Ballou...........................320-763-5781
Director of Music & Liturgy
Communications Coordinator
Kathy Fischer........................320-762-2320
Elmer Kobbermann............320-834-3103
Parish Nurse
Francie Peterson.................320-360-0325
Parish Trustees
Troy Sladek.............................320-763-5861
Principal & Elementary Faith Formation

CONTACT US

NEW MEMBERS

www.stmaryalexandria.org

To register, stop by our Hospitality Desk
located in the Commons Area of the
church or visit our website to complete the
registration online.

stmary@stmaryalexandria.org
320-763-5781

OUR THANKS TO THESE MERCHANTS FOR SUPPORTING OUR PARISH BULLETIN
Better Water: Pure & Simple
Sales, Rentals, Salt
763-6586 - 601 Nokomis St.

Village Cooperative
62+ Senior Living
320-219-7592

NORTHWOODS
CONSTRUCTION LLC

Mike Klimek 320-766-8709
Dan Klimek 320-766-8690

AQUARIUS - 84, INC.

Plumbing, Mechanical,
& Hot Water Heat
763-3636 • 214 6th Ave. East
Alexandria, MN

320-763-3954
THORNTON, DOLAN, BOWEN, KLECKER & BURKHAMMER, PA
Attorneys At Law
1017 Broadway, Alexandria, MN

320.762.1144
HeartlandOrthopedics.com

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
722 6th Avenue East

www.zimnyinsuranceagency.com

320-762-2124

Auto | Home | Business | Life | Health | LTC Ins.
1103 Broadway, Alexandria, MN

Ford • Chrysler
763-3126 Alexandria

512 30th Avenue East, Alexandria, MN

320.762.5330

1210 Broadway St. S
320-763-3040

Membership: Bob Neale, 320-762-8685
KC Hall Rental: John Leesch, 320-763-3644
Bingo:
Wednesdays 2:00 PM & Sundays 7:00 PM

www.skidpro.com

877-378-4642

A & E PLUMBING &
HEATING INC.

Water Heaters - Furnaces - Service Work

763-6673
Alexandria Electric

Viking Garage Door Co. 320.763.5556
Doors & Openers
raukfamilydentistry.com
JANET SCHILTGEN
320-762-2528
Residential/Commercial

320-834-5488

762-1249

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR
620 Oak Street South
ALEXANDRIA, MN 56308
763-5222

“Since 1945”

www.hilltoplbr.com

320-763-5600

Alexandria • Glenwood
Parkers Prairie • Brandon

“Mobilizing
Churches to
Transform
Lives”

320-763-5200 | 406 Broadway
Alexandria, MN 56308

Love INC of Douglas County Lakes Area

Call to volunteer, donate or receive services!

Call 320-763-5781
Advertise your
business here

44 Glenn Rd NW
320-759-3022
www.loveincdouglas.org

10 Minute OIL CHANGE
1318 Broadway, Alexandria, MN

320-763-5259

Made you look!
Call 320-763-5781
to advertise!

Mari Leuthner
320-760-2291
mari.coldwell@gmail.com

www.coldwellbankercrown.com

PAPPENFUS
PERSONAL INJURY LAWYERS

Robert H. Pappenfus
Thomas J. Pappenfus
Alexandria, MN 56308
320-763-6688
web: www.pappenfus.com

