
MAY  17,  2020
6TH  SUNDAY  OF  EASTER



       Dear People of St. Mary’s Parish,
    This week Father Arthur Hoppe, one of our former pastors, left us an $18,000 gift upon his death.  

Please say a prayer for him. It came at a good time. Thanks to so many of you who are stepping up 
financially to make sure we can continue on. We are in this together.   

    The bishop has given permission to open the Church for private prayer with restrictions. We are making 
plans for the gradual, careful opening of our church for private prayer as well as a “stage by stage” 

opening for Mass with limited numbers. Keep in mind that the obligation to attend Mass is removed by 
our bishop until he feels it is safe for all of us.  If you feel like it is still too unsafe, please, stay home and keep viewing 
the Mass online.  We will not re-open until we can make sure it is as safe as possible for all who choose to gather.  Our 
“Re-Opening Taskforce” is working to ensure that we have the supplies needed to carry out a safer opening. 
    We are asking parishioners under the age of 65 to consider serving as greeters & ushers, Eucharistic ministers, and as 
a sanitation crew after the service is over. Many of our present volunteers in those ministries are at a higher risk for 
severe illness from COVID-19; their health and safety is crucial, so we are recommending they suspend their volunteer 
ministries for a time. However, this creates a greater need for ushers and greeters, Eucharistic ministers and lectors 
as well as those who can help with sanitizing the pews after each service. Please call or email the Parish Office to 
volunteer. Training will be provided.  We currently have some floor repair in progress as well as the oiling of the pews so 
they can take the sanitizing necessary for safer gatherings. Everything must be sanitized.  
     On another note, this week I saw the online remake of the song, “We Are The World,” written by Michael Jackson in 
1985 and performed by dozens of superstar singers for the purpose of helping starving people in Africa. Its first words 
are spot-on:  “There comes a time when we heed a certain call. When the world must come together as one. There are 
people dying. Oh, and it’s time to lend a hand to life, the greatest gift of all.”
     But the new rendition was apparently produced via Zoom. It was sung by children who are currently isolated by 
COVID-19, not celebrities. They were singing and claiming their own right and responsibility to fix what is wrong in the 
world that the rest of us have given them to inherit. 
    From time immemorial, we human beings held our elders in esteem because of their presumed wisdom and life 
experience.  Children and youth, until relatively recently, were not regarded as conduits of much value or truth.  That’s 
changed a lot during my lifetime, when we have now often chosen to shuttle many of our elders out of sight and to glorify 
the supposed virtue and wisdom of the young.  Much of that shift is wrong-headed, but not all of it.
     One of the reasons that elders, historically, have been held in high regard—sometimes almost sacred—is that it has 
been trusted that among their most important duties and wishes was to look out for the safety and welfare of their 
children and their children’s children. That’s what their many years had taught them to do.  It’s natural. Older adults 
were expected to “give themselves away” for the benefit of their offspring. And, for the most part, they did. But I wonder 
if that has now changed, too.    
     Are we now living in an age of many self-absorbed adults? I think it’s quite possible, and if so, it’s unprecedented as far 
as I know. What elder would privilege him/herself knowing it to be at the expense of the next generation?  That seems 
monstrous, and the “children” may be finally intuiting that fact, and so they sing songs of protest:  “We are the World; We 
are the Children,” and they won’t tolerate being ignored. And in that, they are right. I don’t think that song was originally 
intended to be one of blaming people, but at this new time in our collective history, it may just be the song that needs to 
be heard.  
     Children are not always correct in their complaints, but elders are no longer automatically to be afforded the gift of 
unqualified trust. That has to be earned and demonstrated, as we are seeing more and more these days both in the 
Church and in the world of climate change and COVID-19.  It is something to think about, isn’t it?  
   
  Stay safe….  Fr. Steve

Fr. Steve Binsfeld

$        31 ,857         
6,540
1,332

$       39,729

$  1,528,971

* Total year budget is spread equally over 52 weeks. Detailed financial 
reports may be viewed at the Parish Office.

FROM OUR PASTOR

SUNDAY OFFERINGS— BAPTISMS—

Charles Neil - Child of Andrew & Amanda Muer
Walter Link - Child of Jordan & Jennie Krause

Envelope   
Electronic   
Other

Weekend - May 10

Year-to-Date Offerings

$          26,413
6,731

2,490

$       35,634      

$ 1,603,530

BUDGET*
$           5,444  

(191)
(1,158)

$          4,095

$       (74,559)

VARIANCEACTUAL



Think about this: If Planned Parenthood was selling puppy body parts, they would have been closed down 
yesterday. But it’s not puppies, it is human body parts. Planned Parenthood and those who buy these parts must 
be stopped. Pray and work to end abortion today.  - Taken from “Priests for Life”
Visit St. Mary’s Sanctity of Life online at sanctityoflifestm.org for information and resources.

If you or someone you know in our 
parish community is sick or ill, or has 
a family member who could use our 
prayers, please call our Parish Nurse, 
Kathy Fischer, at 762-2320. Names 
will be published for 6 weeks, and 
renewed for an additional 6 weeks upon request.

Please remember the following people in your 
prayers: 

Ruth Partington,  Betty Schlosser, Dan Woods, 
Kevin Richmond Sr.,  Andrew Herges, Phyllis 
VanKempen, Dan Ridler, Rosemary Rehovsky, 
Marie Peterson, Doloris Lorsung,  MayVis Bruzek,  
Matt Sobiech,  Mitch, Lawrence Cline, Virginia 
Schultz, Jack Determan, Dorothy Becker, Norma 
Lais, Dennis Zaviska, Emily Stark,  Irene Cline, 
Sally Bellicot, Kathy Bellicot, Lorraine Sellgren-
Davis, Mary Waldorf, Fran Didier, Dianne Otto, 
Ronnie Le Grange, Dixie Decker, Eddie Dummer 
and Roger Rutten.

COMMUNITY NEWS

PRAYER  CORNER

ABOUT LIFE

YOU CAN HELP US DURING THE COVID-19 
PANDEMIC. During this challenging time, we 
depend on online donations to continue our 
ministry. Use eGiving from your computer, 
smartphone or tablet to set up a recurring 
donation or make a one-time gift. Sign up is easy. 
Click “Giving” in the top right corner of our website, 
stmaryalexandria.org.

Justice, Peace, and Integrity of Creation Committee (JPIC): Laudato Si’ Week (May 16-24) honors the 5th anniversary 
of Pope Francis’ encyclical on care for our common home. Laudato Si’ teaches us that “everything is connected”. This 
week launches a year-long journey of transformation, as we grow through the current crisis by praying, reflecting, and 
preparing together for a better world.
Following Pope Francis’ invitation to join Laudato Si’ Week, Catholics everywhere will reflect and prepare for action 
May 16-24, 2020.  We’ll put our preparation into action during the Season of Creation this September, when Pope 
Francis has invited Catholics to pray and act for our common home.
“each must be cherished with love and respect, for all of us as living creatures are dependent on one another” 
(Laudato Si’, 42)
“interdependence obliges us to think of one world with a common plan.” 
(Laudato Si’, 164)

THE PARISH OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED in 
efforts to slow down the spread of COVID-19. The 
parish staff will remain available via phone and 
email:

320-763-5781 | stmary@stmaryalexandria.org 

Please use the dropbox outside the Parish 
Office for dropping off envelopes and other 
communications.

BISHOP’S ANNUAL APPEAL  -  We are the 
Church Together:  The diocese is grateful to be 
able to offer weekly Mass to the faithful in many 
formats. TV, online and radio options are available 
at http://worship.stcdio.org/tv-mass/.

ST. MART’S SCHOOL
CALENDAR  RAFFLE  WINNERS

MAY
5/10 Brent Martinson, White, SD   $35
5/11  Dennis Pletcher, Alexandria  $20
5/12 Judy Chesley, Alexandria  $20
5/13 Jake Hawkins, Richfield, MN  $20
5/14 Todd Whiting, Carlos, MN   $20
5/15  Jennifer Gustafson, Alexandria $50
5/16  Mike Cass, Alexandria  $20

http://sanctityoflifestm.org/
http://stmaryalexandria.org
mailto:stmary@stmaryalexandria.org
http://worship.stcdio.org/tv-mass/


ADULT  FAITH  FORMATION

After the initial ‘shelter at home’ order, we formed a “Re-opening Taskforce” that includes Kathy Fischer (Parish Nurse), 
Laurie Youngers (Director of Liturgy and Music), Tammy Huss (Faith Formation), Todd Wentworth (Administrator), Eric Seidl 
(Facilities Director), Marlys Weber (Sacristan), Bill Verschaetse (Hospitality), Dr. Tony Lussenhop (Medical Professional) 
and me.  We have been meeting for weeks, working on protocols for safe reconvening or public liturgy.  

On Friday, May 1, at 4 PM, I received an email from Bishop Kettler giving permission for churches to be opened for private 
prayer and adoration beginning that following Monday. We were to follow specific guidelines that he said must be carried out 
(no more than 10 people at a time for up to 8 hours a day, someone had to be a gatekeeper, making sure safety precautions 
were observed).That surprised us, particularly since the “shelter in place” order was still in effect until a re-evaluation on May 
18. I sought advice from the Eucharistic Adoration Committee. They provided some helpful insights. But after consulting 
with the Task Force, we decided that we could not open for private prayer until sometime after May 18.  Fr. Dave—pastor 
in Osakis and Belle River—said that he would not open his churches for private prayer because he could not ensure that 
safety protocols could be followed. 

Our Bishop will be coming out with both requirements and recommendations for a gradual opening of the church for Mass, 
according to the guidelines set forth by health and government leaders. Even with permission for a gradual re-opening, a 
dispensation from the Sunday and Holy Day obligation to participate in the Mass will remain in place for all Catholics 
in the Diocese of St. Cloud until further notice. Anyone who is in an at-risk health group or does not feel comfortable 
attending a public gathering should stay home. Even with the best health practices and increased efforts to clean the 
Church, there is a risk of infection anytime a person enters a public space. Anyone who is sick or has recently been exposed 
to the coronavirus should refrain from attending a public Mass as it is an act of Christian charity to safeguard the health of 
others.  We will continue to make Mass available through our website.

Our Re-opening Task Force continues to meet weekly to develop safety protocols around physical distancing, for example: 
using every other pew, 6 foot physical distancing for entering the church through 1 door only at both the north and the south 
entrances (chapel door will be locked), moving forward 6 feet at a time, stopping at a station for a mask if you did not bring 
one from home (don’t know about that yet) and a hand sanitizing station, moving forward at 6 foot increments marked on 
the floor toward ushers who will seat everyone who enters the church up to the allowed number of people. We have been 
working out communion protocol and dismissal procedures.  In particular, we have been looking at what kind of ministries 
we will need to move forward.  Many of our current ministers are in the ‘at-risk’ age (65+) who should not be coming to any 
public gathering.  What will the role of greeter-usher look like?  How will the communion minister distribute communion? 
(consecrated bread only and given only on to an extended hand).   We will have protocols in place, whether it is for 50 people 
at first or up to 400. There is a lot to work through, but we are doing so.

We rarely have down time for the Church itself.  So we are also dealing with repairs, sanitation supplies, and “pew-readiness.” 
The north music area for the ensemble has settled, leaving a trip hazard and cracked tiles. This area must be raised up. 
That is to be done this week. There must also be tile work. Even though the area is not large, it will take time as tiles have 
been ordered. It will also be messy.  We are also finding that our pews will not sustain the constant sanitizing that must be 
done. Plans are in place to clean the tops of the pews worn down by people’s hands, rough them up, and re-apply the oils 
to preserve the wood.  Again, we can use help with that.  (Call or email the office).   We must also make sure that we have 
supplies on hand to open…and to sustain us.  As you know, it is difficult to procure some supplies—like sanitizer, toilet paper 
to name a few. (Although we have enough TP, we may have to put a guard on duty to protect the the security of our rolls)?  
Our top priority is always your safety.  To make sure that happens, we have to prepare our building for a gradual re-opening 
for Mass.  It is for that reason that we will not open the church for private prayer yet, as we need the time to prepare the 
worship space itself for re-opening.

There is a lot of discussion around the “theology” of gathering.  We are all hungry for the Eucharist—but it is not only a hunger 
for Communion with the Lord under the form of bread and wine, but also with each other.  Gathering is more than coming to 
Church to get my personal Communion with Jesus.  We are about community gathering AS the Body of Christ to SHARE the 
Body of Christ and SENT FORTH as the Body of Christ TO BE the Body of Christ. We should not be rushing into gathering.  
Love may require a longer fast from in-person liturgy and devotional practice, but unlike this pandemic, love never ends.

When we sing “all are welcome” we mean it.  This pandemic is a challenge to how we are all welcome.  Will we do things 
perfectly?  No, but we are trying our best to keep everyone as safe as possible so that we indeed have a congregation to 
joyfully come back to.  

AN  UPDATE  FROM  OUR  PASTOR,  FR  STEVE  BINSFELD:



ST.  MARY’S  SCHOOL
St. Mary’s School educates the whole child within a nurturing Catholic Christian environment.

stmaryss@stmaryalexandria.org  |  320-763-5861

6TH GRADE
GRADUATES

CLASS OF 2020

ST.  MARY'S SCHOOL

LANDON STENNES GRIFFIN WIMMER OLIVIA ZOLLNER WYATT NIKKEL SAM HORSTMAN

EVA OLSON SKYLAR THORSON FINNEGAN DAHLSEID LOGAN ROSENGREN KYLEE SAGEDAHL

BRYCE RUSTMAN LUCAS BAKKER ABIGAIL SCHELLER MERCEDEZ BRAVO HESS MAYA PERRY

mailto:stmaryss@stmaryalexandria.org


LITURGICAL AND MUSICAL NOTES

AN ADVOCATE FOR LIFE
Jesus continues his last discourse with his disciples. 

He tells them (and us) if they love him and observe his 
commandments, the Father will give them another 

advocate, the Spirit of truth. Jesus tells them he will be 
leaving them soon but they will not be left orphaned.

The catechism tells us that God is truth. In fact, God is 
the only absolute truth. All other truth is relative. Truth is 
limited and conditioned by all sorts of things, including 
physicality, relativity, time and culture. Three people can 
witness an accident and truthfully testify to seemingly 
contradictory statements. Their truth can be dictated 
by the where, when and how of their relationship to 
the incident. It can be colored by personal viewpoints 
(prejudice, associations with other life experiences) or 
by personal limitations (eyesight, height). Only God is 
absolute truth, because only God is limitless.

We know that even church truths change. We all 
remember that Galileo was considered a heretic 
because he proposed that the sun did not revolve 
around the earth. If the church is open to admitting 
limitations in its belief system, we should be as well. 
As new ideas of faith or church or even God challenge 
us, we need to constantly pray to remain in the truth, 
reminding ourselves that the one and only absolute is 
God.

Life’s journey is about learning and growing, constantly 
filtering the truth as we see it through the witness of the 
church and our own ever-expanding experiences. In 
John 18:37, Jesus tells us that he came into the world “to 
testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to the truth 
listens to my voice.” It is in allowing Christ to live in us 
and bowing to our own limitations that the Spirit of truth 
can reign in our hearts.

FAMILY RESPONSE
Ask family members to talk about how they see or 
imagine God. Adults and teens can talk about how their 
image of God has changed over the years.

PERSONAL RESPONSE
How has your image of God changed through the 
years? What do you want to remember from last week? 
What are you looking forward to next week? What are 
your concerns?
Bringing Home the Gospel: Parent Reflections on the Sunday Gospels • Copyright © 2007, 2019 Judith Dunlap.Published by the Pastoral Center, 
PastoralCenter.com. All rights reserved. Scripture passages have been taken from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright ©1989 
by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A., and used by permission. All rights reserved.

NOTABLE QUOTES

“He who gives what he would as readily throw away, 
gives without generosity: for the essence of generosity 
is in self-sacrifice.”
 - Sir Henry Taylor
 
 “If we love Christ and his church enough, we will 
not stay away from church for light reasons. If we 
love enough, we will not easily turn down a church 
committee assignment. If we love enough, we will 
not refuse to help in the church school or choir. If we 
love enough, we will not have too tight a hold on our 
pocketbooks. Love wants to pour itself out. Love never 
counts the costs. Love never fails.”
- William LaRoe Jr.

“Our love follows our pocketbook. Some say, dedicate 
the heart and the money will follow; but our Lord put 
it the other way around. ‘Where your treasure is, there 
will your heart be also.’ If your treasure is dedicated, 
your heart will be dedicated. If it is not, it simply won’t. 
It’s as simple as that.”
- G. Timothy Johnson

STEWARDSHIP



SACRAMENTS
RECONCILIATION 
Saturday at 4:00 PM in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel (room behind presider’s chair; also 
has a separate entry)

BAPTISM 
All parents must take the Baptism Preparation Course. Call the Parish Office to sign up. 
Check our website for dates.

MARRIAGE  PREPARATION 
Members of the parish (or children of members) must arrange for marriage  at least 
6 months in advance. Contact the Parish Office for more information.

ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
The 1st Sunday of the month, immediately following the 8:00 AM Mass. Those who wish to 
be annointed are asked to come to the front of the church.

PARISH STAFF
Steve Binsfeld.......................320-763-5781
Pastor
Todd Wentworth...................320-763-5781
Parish Business Administrator
Laurie Youngers....................320-763-5781
Director of Music & Liturgy
Kathy Fischer........................320-762-2320 
Parish Nurse
Troy Sladek.............................320-763-5861
Principal & Elementary Faith Formation

Laurie Bienias.......................320-763-9202 
Logistics Coordinator
Tammy Huss..........................320-763-9202
Coordinator of Youth  Ministries 
Kathy Ballou...........................320-763-5781
Communications Coordinator 
Elmer Kobbermann............320-834-3103
Francie Peterson.................320-360-0325
Parish Trustees

CONTACT US NEW MEMBERS
www.stmaryalexandria.org

stmary@stmaryalexandria.org

320-763-5781

To register, stop by our Hospitality Desk 
located in the Commons Area of the 
church or visit our website to complete the 
registration online.

WEEKLY MASS SCHEDULE WEEKLY READINGS - MAY 17
† Elsie Platto
†George Lundberg
†Barbara Marquardt
†Kathryn Korf
†Jolene Rutten Bergman
†Mary Steffen
For the Parish
†Gary Ignowski

 

Tue.
Wed.
Thurs.

Fri.
Sat.
Sun.

ACTS 16:11-15; JN 15:26—16:4A 
ACTS 16:22-34; JN 16:5-11 
ACTS 17:15, 22—18:1; JN 16:12-15 
ACTS 18:1-8; JN 16:16-20
ACTS 18:9-18; JN 16:20-23
ACTS 18:23-28; JN 16:23B-28
ACTS 1:1-11; EPH 1:17-23; MT 28:16-20 

Mon.                   
Tue.
Wed.  
Thurs.      
Fri.      
Sat.
Sun.         
        

Fr. Steve will be saying Mass privately each day for the Mass intentions and 
the well-being of the parish and all people of the Alexandria community.

https://www.stmaryalexandria.org/sacraments/
http://www.stmaryalexandria.org
mailto:stmary@stmaryalexandria.org


OUR THANKS TO THESE MERCHANTS FOR SUPPORTING OUR PARISH BULLETIN

Better Water: Pure & Simple
Sales, Rentals, Salt

763-6586   -   601 Nokomis St.

PERSONAL INJURY LAWYERS

Robert H. Pappenfus 
Thomas J. Pappenfus
Alexandria, MN 56308 

320-763-6688
web: www.pappenfus.com

PAPPENFUS

320.762.1144
HeartlandOrthopedics.com

NORTHWOODS
CONSTRUCTION LLC

Mike Klimek 320-766-8709
Dan Klimek 320-766-8690

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
722 6th Avenue East

Membership: Bob Neale, 320-762-8685
KC Hall Rental: John Leesch, 320-763-3644

Bingo: 
Wednesdays 2:00 PM & Sundays 7:00 PM

THORNTON, DOLAN, BOWEN, KLECKER & BURKHAMMER, PA
Attorneys At Law

1017 Broadway, Alexandria, MN

1210  Broadway St. S
320-763-3040

AQUARIUS - 84, INC.
Plumbing, Mechanical, 

& Hot Water Heat
763-3636 • 214 6th Ave. East

Alexandria, MN

A & E PLUMBING &
HEATING INC.

Water Heaters - Furnaces - Service Work 
763-6673

www.zimnyinsuranceagency.com

320-762-2124
Auto | Home | Business | Life | Health | LTC Ins.

1103 Broadway, Alexandria, MN

320.763.5556
raukfamilydentistry.com

762-1249
Residential/Commercial

320-834-5488

Viking Garage Door Co.
Doors & Openers

JANET SCHILTGEN
320-762-2528

Alexandria Electric
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

620 Oak Street South
ALEXANDRIA, MN 56308
763-5222            “Since 1945”

512 30th Avenue East, Alexandria, MN
320.762.5330

Ford • Chrysler
763-3126      Alexandria

320-763-3954

10 Minute OIL CHANGE
1318 Broadway, Alexandria, MN

320-763-5259

www.skidpro.com
877-378-4642

  Village Cooperative
62+ Senior Living 

320-219-7592

Call  320-763-5781
Advertise your 
business here

www.hilltoplbr.com
Alexandria • Glenwood

Parkers Prairie • Brandon

320-763-5200 | 406 Broadway
Alexandria, MN 56308

320-763-5600

“Mobilizing 
Churches to 
Transform 

Lives”

Love INC of Douglas County Lakes Area
Call to volunteer, donate or receive services!

44 Glenn Rd NW
320-759-3022

www.loveincdouglas.org

Mari Leuthner
320-760-2291

mari.coldwell@gmail.com
www.coldwellbankercrown.com

Made you look!
Call 320-763-5781

to advertise!


