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       Dear Fellow Parishioners,

The Diocese of St. Cloud has asked us to develop a plan for the celebration of limited public Masses, 
and has issued guidelines to our parishes to help protect the health and safety or our priests, parish 
staffs and parishioners.

We believe public authorities are right to place reasonable limits on gatherings and discourage 
unnecessary activities.   At  the same time, participation  in  the  Mass  and reception of the Eucharist is of great 
importance for the spiritual good and the overall well-being of the faithful. 

The guidelines from our Diocese, the Center for Disease Control and Prevention, Minnesota Public Health as well as 
guidelines from other Dioceses around the country revolve around four main criteria:

1. Sanitize
2. Maintain physical distance
3. Masking up to limit the wearer’s transmission of aerosol droplets 
4. If you are 65+ or have underlying health issues, stay healthy at home

Our Task Force has been meeting for some time now.  We are developing a 3-Phase Plan for gradual re-opening:
Opening for private prayer and adoration in the church (with a limit of 10 people) effective June 1.  We are 
also working on a plan for access to Reconciliation.
Opening for weekday Mass (with a limited number of people).
Opening for weekend Mass when 30% of seating capacity is allowed. There will be Masses scheduled.
Assigned to specific groupings of people so that people can participate in at least a few Masses a month.

       
Bishop Kettler will keep the dispensation from the obligation to attend Sunday and Holy Day Mass in place during this 
entire pandemic, so that those who are 65+, have underlying health issues, as well as those who simply do not want to 
engage in the public sector can follow what they believe they have to do.  To that end, we will continue to provide Mass 
through our website and on Facebook throughout the pandemic.  

A newsletter will be coming to your home soon explaining our plan further.  It must be approved by the Bishop before we 
can implement it.  Keep in mind that the plan is fluid and developing…and will be subject to change according to 
developments. Before we gather, make sure that you have a mask made. (Maybe families would like to have their own 
‘distinctive’ style)?

There are many opinions out there.  Some folks think that this is all ridiculous. We have to agree to disagree.  As people 
of faith it is not about “me”….it is about “us”.   I sanitize my hands because I respect the life of the other.  I mask up because 
it may help the other.  Being respectful of the other person’s right to live is a part of our faith.  “Where charity and love 
prevail, there God is ever found”. 

I also hunger for the Eucharist celebrated with all of you.  I miss it and I miss you.  But I also want to follow the best advice 
we can get and to keep everyone as safe as we can so that we CAN celebrate together.

Fr. Steve

Fr. Steve Binsfeld

$         15,694         
5,954

1,125

$        22,773

$   1,551,744

* Total year budget is spread equally over 52 weeks. Detailed financial 
reports may be viewed at the Parish Office.

FROM OUR PASTOR

SUNDAY OFFERINGS
Envelope   
Electronic   
Other

Weekend - May 17

Year-to-Date Offerings

$          26,413
6,731

2,490

$       35,634      

$   1,639,164

BUDGET*
$       (10,719)  

(777)
(1,365)

$        (12,861)

$       (87,420)

VARIANCEACTUAL

Phase 1:

Phase 2:
Phase 3:



Give us the grace... When the sacredness of life before birth is attacked, to stand up and proclaim that no one ever 
has the authority to destroy unborn life.     - John Paul II
Visit St. Mary’s Sanctity of Life online at sanctityoflifestm.org for information and resources.

If you or someone you know in our 
parish community is sick or ill, or has 
a family member who could use our 
prayers, please call our Parish Nurse, 
Kathy Fischer, at 762-2320. Names 
will be published for 6 weeks, and 
renewed for an additional 6 weeks upon request.

Please remember the following people in your 
prayers: 

Ruth Partington,  Betty Schlosser, Dan Woods, 
Kevin Richmond Sr.,  Andrew Herges, Phyllis 
VanKempen, Dan Ridler, Rosemary Rehovsky, 
Marie Peterson, Doloris Lorsung,  MayVis Bruzek,  
Matt Sobiech,  Mitch, Lawrence Cline, Virginia 
Schultz, Jack Determan, Dorothy Becker, Norma 
Lais, Dennis Zaviska, Emily Stark,  Irene Cline, 
Sally Bellicot, Kathy Bellicot, Lorraine Sellgren-
Davis, Mary Waldorf, Fran Didier, Dianne Otto, 
Ronnie Le Grange, Dixie Decker, Eddie Dummer , 
Roger Rutten, Irene Wheeler and Ray Steinbach.

COMMUNITY NEWS

PRAYER  CORNER

ABOUT LIFE

YOU CAN HELP US DURING THE COVID-19 
PANDEMIC. During this challenging time, we 
depend on online donations to continue our 
ministry. Use eGiving from your computer, 
smartphone or tablet to set up a recurring 
donation or make a one-time gift. Sign up is easy. 
Click “Giving” in the top right corner of our website, 
stmaryalexandria.org.

Justice, Peace, and Integrity of Creation Committee (JPIC): Laudato Si’ Week (May 16-24) honors the 5th anniversary 
of Pope Francis’ encyclical on care for our common home. Laudato Si’ teaches us that “everything is connected”. This 
week launches a year-long journey of transformation, as we grow through the current crisis by praying, reflecting, and 
preparing together for a better world.
Following Pope Francis’ invitation to join Laudato Si’ Week, Catholics everywhere will reflect and prepare for action 
May 16-24, 2020.  We’ll put our preparation into action during the Season of Creation this September, when Pope 
Francis has invited Catholics to pray and act for our common home.
“each must be cherished with love and respect, for all of us as living creatures are dependent on one another” 
(Laudato Si’, 42)
“interdependence obliges us to think of one world with a common plan.” 
(Laudato Si’, 164)

THE PARISH OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED in 
efforts to slow down the spread of COVID-19. The 
parish staff will remain available via phone and 
email:

320-763-5781 | stmary@stmaryalexandria.org 

Please use the dropbox outside the Parish 
Office for dropping off envelopes and other 
communications.

THE ALEXANDRIA GRAY LADIES OF THE 
AMERICAN RED CROSS wish to thank St. Mary’s 
for once again hosting the blood drives on May 11/12.  
We greatly appreciate being able to use the Great 
Hall. For these blood drives, it’s a great space to utilize 
and the parking is very convenient for our donors.  We 
especially at this time want to thank the custodians 
for all their efforts in helping to make sure things run 
smoothly. It’s wonderful to have such a conscientious 
group of people available to assist us.  Thank you!

ST. MART’S SCHOOL
CALENDAR  RAFFLE  WINNERS

MAY
5/17  Deb Collins, Nelson, MN   $35
5/18  Jill Warzecha, Arlington, MN   $20
5/19  Kevin Richmond Sr, Alexandria $20
5/20  Dan Einerson, Alexandria   $20
5/21  Louise Bakkum, Alexandria  $20
5/22  Pam Roers, Garfield, MN   $20
5/23  Steve Kalina, Alexandria  $20

http://sanctityoflifestm.org/
http://stmaryalexandria.org
mailto:stmary@stmaryalexandria.org


FAITH  FORMATION
stmreled@stmaryalexandria.org  |  320-763-9202

ADULT  FAITH  FORMATION

YOUTH  FAITH  FORMATION

ST. MARY’S PRAYER LINK: If you have a prayer 
request, please send to Wosepkak@aol.com or 
phone Kelly Wosepka at 320-815-4655 or Julie 
Desautels at 846-1842. All prayer requests will be 
kept confidential.

All bible studies, group gatherings and 
committee/ministry meetings, including 
Eucharistic Adoration, at St. Mary’s will be 
cancelled indefinitely to help slow the spread of 
COVID-19. 

It’s been a crazy few months. There’s a lot up in the air, 
and we’re not sure when we’ll start gathering at the 
church again – but that doesn’t mean youth nights have 
to stop…

Thousands of teenagers from across the country are 
gathering on Sunday nights for the BIGGEST YOUTH 
NIGHT EVER. It’s called ProjectYM Live and each week 
it’ll feature some of the biggest speakers and worship 
leaders in the Catholic youth ministry world.

Our parish is signed up to participate – all your teenager 
has to do is head to PROJECTYM.COM/WATCH this 
Sunday at 7:00 PM Central.

PRAY THE ROSARY WITH US EACH MORNING!
Pope Francis is encouraging the faithful to pray 
the Rosary every day during the month of May in 
spiritual union with him.  He is also asking us to 
end the Rosary with two special prayers to Our 
Blessed Mother.  

“The month of May is approaching, a time when 
the People of God express with particular intensity 
their love and devotion for the Blessed Virgin 
Mary,” the pope said.

The request and prayers can be found on the 
Vatican News site:  https://www.vaticannews.va/
en/pope/news/2020-04/letter-on-the-month-
of-may-full-text.html

You are invited to join in praying the Rosary 
each morning at 8:00 AM along with friends 
from St. Mary ’s Church and the surrounding 
community. Your prayers will  be united via 
conference call.  It is easy to do; please join in!

AT 7:55 A.M. EACH MORNING DIAL THIS 
NUMBER:  712-775-7465 AND THEN ENTER THIS 
ACCESS CODE 653790#.

YOU MAY INTRODUCE YOURSELF IF YOU 
WOULD LIKE.   YOU WILL BE ASKED TO MUTE 
YOUR PHONE WHEN THE ROSARY BEGINS AT 
8:00 AM.

QUESTIONS:   PLEASE CALL JUDY CLAYTON 
320-333-9892 OR DIANE GAY 320-766-7036.

ADULT  FAITH  FORMATION

mailto:stmreled@stmaryalexandria.org
http://PROJECTYM.COM/WATCH
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/pope/news/2020-04/letter-on-the-month-of-may-full-text.html 
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/pope/news/2020-04/letter-on-the-month-of-may-full-text.html 
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/pope/news/2020-04/letter-on-the-month-of-may-full-text.html 
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/pope/news/2020-04/letter-on-the-month-of-may-full-text.html 


ST.  MARY’S  SCHOOL
St. Mary’s School educates the whole child within a nurturing Catholic Christian environment.

stmaryss@stmaryalexandria.org  |  320-763-5861

6TH GRADE
GRADUATES

CLASS OF 2020

ST.  MARY'S SCHOOL

LANDON STENNES GRIFFIN WIMMER OLIVIA ZOLLNER WYATT NIKKEL SAM HORSTMAN

EVA OLSON SKYLAR THORSON FINNEGAN DAHLSEID LOGAN ROSENGREN KYLEE SAGEDAHL

BRYCE RUSTMAN LUCAS BAKKER ABIGAIL SCHELLER MERCEDEZ BRAVO HESS MAYA PERRY

mailto:stmaryss@stmaryalexandria.org


LITURGICAL AND MUSICAL NOTES PARISH  HEALTH  MINISTRY
L I F T I N G S P I R I TS, TO U C H I N G L I V ES

HE IS WITH US

Jesus has lived his life, died, and risen. He has taught his 
disciples everything he had to teach. Before he leaves 
them for a final time, Jesus tells them to make disciples 
of the whole world, teaching all they have learned and 

baptizing in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

I once heard a religious educator say that a disciple was 
like an apprentice. A disciple doesn’t have to have it all 
together—she makes mistakes. She is someone who is 
still learning. An apprentice also needs mentoring. She 
needs someone to teach her and instruct her, but she 
also needs someone to show her how to be whatever it 
is she is apprenticing to be.

We are disciples of a trinitarian God, baptized in the 
name of the Father, the Son, and Holy Spirit. Our way 
into the divine life of this Trinity is through Jesus. Jesus, 
the Son, is our brother, our savior, and our mentor. He 
shows us how we can share in his divinity by teaching 
us to accept our humanity.

It was by living his life completely and embracing 
his death fully that Jesus became our way and our 
mentor. He accepted his limitations and embraced his 
vulnerability. He showed us how to live through pain 
and loss and die with questions left unanswered. And 
through it all, he shared his love with everyone: friends 
and enemies alike.

As disciples we try, and sometimes fail, to live our lives 
as Jesus lived his, but like all good apprentices and 
disciples, we try again. A great thing to remember is that 
Jesus is not just the ideal—someone we look up to and 
try to emulate— Jesus is our mentor. He walks with us, 
helping us clean up our messes. He constantly shares 
his love and his life with us so that we can share it with 
others.

FAMILY RESPONSE
Discuss what qualities you like best in Jesus. Have each 
family member decide on one quality they would like 
most to have.

PERSONAL RESPONSE
Which of Jesus’ qualities would you most like to have? 
Why?

 Bringing Home the Gospel: Parent Reflections on the Sunday Gospels • Copyright © 2007, 2019 Judith Dunlap.Published by the Pastoral Center, 
PastoralCenter.com. All rights reserved. Scripture passages have been taken from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright ©1989 
by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A., and used by permission. All rights reserved.

MAY IS HIGH BLOOD PRESSURE 
(HYPERTENSION) EDUCATION MONTH

Blood pressure is the pressure of blood pushing 
against the walls of your arteries.  Arteries carry blood 
from your heart to other parts of your body.  Your blood 
pressure normally rises and falls throughout the day.  
Blood pressure is measured using two numbers; the 
first number, called systolic blood pressure, measures 
the pressure in your arteries when your heart beats.  
The second number, called diastolic blood pressure, 
measures the pressure in your arteries when your heart 
rests between beats.  A normal blood pressure level is 
less than 120/80 mmHg. 

High blood pressure, called hypertension, is blood 
pressure that is higher than normal. Having blood 
pressure measures consistently above normal may 
result in a diagnosis of hypertension.  The higher the 
blood pressure levels, the more risk you have for other 
health problems, such as heart disease, heart attack, 
and stroke.  High blood pressure usually has no warning 
signs or symptoms and many people do not know they 
have it.  Measuring your blood pressure is the only way 
to know whether you have high blood pressure.

High blood pressure usually develops over time. It can 
happen because of unhealthy lifestyle choices, certain 
health conditions, such as diabetes and obesity, can 
also increase the risk of developing high blood pressure.  
High blood pressure can damage your health in many 
ways.  It can seriously hurt important organs like your 
heart, brain, kidneys and eyes.  The good news is that, 
in most cases, you can manage your blood pressure to 
lower your risk for serious health problems. 

Many people with high blood pressure can lower their 
blood pressure into a healthy range by making lifestyle 
changes.  These include getting 150 minutes of physical 
activity each week, not smoking, eating a healthy diet, 
limiting salt and alcohol, keeping a healthy weight and 
managing stress.  In addition to making positive lifestyle 
changes, some people need to take medications to 
manage their blood pressure.  By taking action to lower 
your blood pressure, you can protect yourself against 
heart disease and stroke.   

For more information visit:  
www.cdc.gov/bloodpressure

www.mayoclinic.org
www.heart.org

http://www.cdc.gov/bloodpressure 
http://www.mayoclinic.org 
http://www.heart.org 


SACRAMENTS
RECONCILIATION 
Saturday at 4:00 PM in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel (room behind presider’s chair; also 
has a separate entry)

BAPTISM 
All parents must take the Baptism Preparation Course. Call the Parish Office to sign up. 
Check our website for dates.

MARRIAGE  PREPARATION 
Members of the parish (or children of members) must arrange for marriage  at least 
6 months in advance. Contact the Parish Office for more information.

ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
The 1st Sunday of the month, immediately following the 8:00 AM Mass. Those who wish to 
be annointed are asked to come to the front of the church.

PARISH STAFF
Steve Binsfeld.......................320-763-5781
Pastor
Todd Wentworth...................320-763-5781
Parish Business Administrator
Laurie Youngers....................320-763-5781
Director of Music & Liturgy
Kathy Fischer........................320-762-2320 
Parish Nurse
Troy Sladek.............................320-763-5861
Principal & Elementary Faith Formation

Laurie Bienias.......................320-763-9202 
Logistics Coordinator
Tammy Huss..........................320-763-9202
Coordinator of Youth  Ministries 
Kathy Ballou...........................320-763-5781
Communications Coordinator 
Elmer Kobbermann............320-834-3103
Francie Peterson.................320-360-0325
Parish Trustees

CONTACT US NEW MEMBERS
www.stmaryalexandria.org

stmary@stmaryalexandria.org

320-763-5781

To register, stop by our Hospitality Desk 
located in the Commons Area of the 
church or visit our website to complete the 
registration online.

WEEKLY MASS SCHEDULE WEEKLY READINGS - MAY 24
† Richard Ekstrand
†Jolene Rutten Bergman
†Steven Ignowski
Intention of Fr. Steve
Intention of Fr. Fred
†Katherine Gilronan
†Jolene Rutten Bergman
† † Bob & Annamae Hawley
For the Parish

Tue.
Wed.

Thurs.

Fri.
Sat.
Sun.

ACTS 19:1-8; JN 16:29-33
ACTS 20:17-27; JN 17:1-11A
ACTS 20:28-38; JN 17:11B-19
ACTS 22:30; 23:6-11; JN 17:20-26
ACTS 25:13B-21; JN 21:15-19
ACTS 28:16-20, 30-31; JN 21:20-25
ACTS 2:1-11; 1 COR 12:3B-7, 12-13; 
JN 20:19-23

Mon.                   
Tue.
Wed.  
Thurs.      
Fri.      
Sat.
Sun.         
        

Fr. Steve will be saying Mass privately each day for the Mass intentions and 
the well-being of the parish and all people of the Alexandria community.

https://www.stmaryalexandria.org/sacraments/
http://www.stmaryalexandria.org
mailto:stmary@stmaryalexandria.org


OUR THANKS TO THESE MERCHANTS FOR SUPPORTING OUR PARISH BULLETIN

Better Water: Pure & Simple
Sales, Rentals, Salt

763-6586   -   601 Nokomis St.

PERSONAL INJURY LAWYERS

Robert H. Pappenfus 
Thomas J. Pappenfus
Alexandria, MN 56308 

320-763-6688
web: www.pappenfus.com

PAPPENFUS

320.762.1144
HeartlandOrthopedics.com

NORTHWOODS
CONSTRUCTION LLC

Mike Klimek 320-766-8709
Dan Klimek 320-766-8690

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
722 6th Avenue East

Membership: Bob Neale, 320-762-8685
KC Hall Rental: John Leesch, 320-763-3644

Bingo: 
Wednesdays 2:00 PM & Sundays 7:00 PM

THORNTON, DOLAN, BOWEN, KLECKER & BURKHAMMER, PA
Attorneys At Law

1017 Broadway, Alexandria, MN

1210  Broadway St. S
320-763-3040

AQUARIUS - 84, INC.
Plumbing, Mechanical, 

& Hot Water Heat
763-3636 • 214 6th Ave. East

Alexandria, MN

A & E PLUMBING &
HEATING INC.

Water Heaters - Furnaces - Service Work 
763-6673

www.zimnyinsuranceagency.com

320-762-2124
Auto | Home | Business | Life | Health | LTC Ins.

1103 Broadway, Alexandria, MN

320.763.5556
raukfamilydentistry.com

762-1249
Residential/Commercial

320-834-5488

Viking Garage Door Co.
Doors & Openers

JANET SCHILTGEN
320-762-2528

Alexandria Electric
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

620 Oak Street South
ALEXANDRIA, MN 56308
763-5222            “Since 1945”

512 30th Avenue East, Alexandria, MN
320.762.5330

Ford • Chrysler
763-3126      Alexandria

320-763-3954

10 Minute OIL CHANGE
1318 Broadway, Alexandria, MN

320-763-5259

www.skidpro.com
877-378-4642

  Village Cooperative
62+ Senior Living 

320-219-7592

Call  320-763-5781
Advertise your 
business here

www.hilltoplbr.com
Alexandria • Glenwood

Parkers Prairie • Brandon

320-763-5200 | 406 Broadway
Alexandria, MN 56308

320-763-5600

“Mobilizing 
Churches to 
Transform 

Lives”

Love INC of Douglas County Lakes Area
Call to volunteer, donate or receive services!

44 Glenn Rd NW
320-759-3022

www.loveincdouglas.org

Mari Leuthner
320-760-2291

mari.coldwell@gmail.com
www.coldwellbankercrown.com

Made you look!
Call 320-763-5781

to advertise!


