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August 2, 2020 • 18th Sunday in Ordinary Time • Matthew 14:13–21

Meeting the Needs (and Wants) of the Many
Jesus leaves his friends to find some quiet time for prayer, but the people follow him. Once again he 
finds himself surrounded by a crowd. When evening comes, Jesus’ disciples tell him to send the people 
home. There is not enough food for all of them. Instead, Jesus takes the few loaves and fishes available, 
blesses them, and feeds the thousands.

One of the messages we can take from this 
Gospel is that God’s love will take care of 
our every need. When I think about this 

reading, it doesn’t surprise me that God is called 
Father (or Mother for that matter). A parent’s love 
is an awesome thing. I remember when my chil-
dren were infants; their every need was anticipated. 
I would do anything humanly possible to take care 
of them and keep them close.

When they got older and began confusing 
wants with needs, life became more difficult. For 
example, to our fourteen-year-old, buying the lat- 
est sneakers that everyone was wearing was clearly 
a need. As bill payer in a family with five growing 
children, expensive sneakers were definitely a want. 
When our children’s wants weren’t met, life some-
times wasn’t easy. Their anger at not receiving what 
they wanted would often separate us.

Too often, my own reaction to their feelings or 
moods only exacerbated the situation. It was only 
when I could remember that I was the grown-up 
and stay calm and firm in a just decision that we 
could sometimes negotiate a happy ending. (Shoes 
were certainly a need, so we would set a reasonable 
amount to put toward sneakers. If my son wanted 
to buy the more expensive brand, he could earn the 
money to make up the difference.)

It’s hard to say no to our children; after all we 
want them to be happy. But we are circling a bot-
tomless pit if we give into their every want, and we 
are teaching them a dangerous lesson if we rein-
force the notion that things can make them happy. 
Our responsibility is to teach them the difference 
between wants and needs, and then, like God, the 
all-loving parent, provide as best we can, all that 
they truly need.

FAMILY RESPONSE

Talk about needs and wants. Ask everyone to 
give two examples of each.

PERSONAL RESPONSE

What is your greatest need right now? How 
can you go about getting what you need? If 
you are not able to get what you need, how 
will you do without it?  What do you want 
to remember from last week? What are you 
looking forward to next week? What are your 
concerns?


