
Celebration  
of  

Matrimony  
in a  

Time of Pandemic

A Liturgy of the Church - The celebration of your wedding will be a time 

like no other for you. We want to carefully assist you in the planning of the  

liturgy. Your wedding is a public liturgy of the Church, not a private affair. 

The same pastoral, liturgical and musical principles that apply in planning 

Sunday Mass are used to plan your wedding liturgy, whether it is within  

Mass or outside of Mass.   
 

A Little Home Work  Do your best to work through this planning guide,  

and then bring your ideas to the meeting with the Director of Music and  

Liturgy at least three months before your wedding.  With the most recent 

translation of the Roman Missal, we provide a Celebrating Marriage in  
Christ book to help your guests participate.  The Director of Music and  

Liturgy will work with you to create an Order of Worship to use as part  

of the printed program for your wedding.   

Examples of such programs are available on request. 
 

Songs  There are many appropriate songs for your wedding.   

Popular songs, however, are prohibited.  They may speak of love  

between a woman and a man, but do not necessarily speak of love in the 

Christian sense of being Christ for others, of living a life of praise,  

or of being a Sacrament.    
 

Keyboardists  Only a St. Mary’s keyboardist or one approved by Laurie 

Youngers, Director of Music and Liturgy, may play at St. Mary’s.   

Our keyboardists are accustomed to playing in our church, are familiar with 

Catholic liturgy and how it is celebrated at St. Mary’s, and can also operate 

the sound system.  A friend or family member may play at a particular place 

within the liturgy.   
 

Singers   A St. Mary’s song leader/cantor must be used during the liturgy,  

particularly if it is celebrated within Mass. A friend or a family member  

with musical talent may sing before the liturgy or at special places during the  

liturgy.  The cantor and your guest singer may be able to sing well together.  

Compensation The St. Mary’s keyboardist and song leader are  

compensated separately from the other offering given to the church.   

If a soloist or instrumentalist unfamiliar with St. Mary’s liturgy is asked 

to sing select pieces by the bride and groom, a minimum of one extra  

rehearsal will be necessary.  This is done at $35 per hour by our parish 

keyboardists.  The soloist is responsible for contacting the parish  

keyboardist at least three (3) weeks prior to the day of the wedding to 

schedule a rehearsal.  The soloist is also responsible for coming to the  

rehearsal prepared, that is – knowing the music.   

We can also assist you in procuring instrumentalists for your wedding, 

such as a violinist or flute player.  
 

Keyboardist Fee - $150 to $185 (may differ, depending on experience) 

     (extra rehearsals with other singers/musicians are compensated above this fee) 
 

Cantor Fee - $50 to $150 (may differ, depending on experience) 

Preparing the Worship Space 

Guiding Principles 

1. “Less is more.”  

2.  All decorations must enhance the major symbols of the altar and  

pulpit, not detract from them. 

3.  Anything that impedes movement during the ceremony or obstructs  

the view of those participating in the liturgy will be moved. 

4.  Parish seasonal decorations are to remain in place,  

although you may add to them.   

5.  Memorial bouquets are optional, and should be placed amid the  

greens or near the unity candle stand if used. 

6.  Pew bows may be used, but must be attached with elastic,  

not tape or wire. 

7.  Two candelabra may be used in the sanctuary,  

but must be placed near the pulpit. 

8.  Aisle runners present a trip hazard on carpet and are not  

recommended.  

9.  Candleholders in the aisle are permitted only in designated areas.  

The flame must be covered. 

10. The Unity Candle is not part of the Rite of Marriage, but is a local  

custom.  If you choose to have a Unity Candle as part of your  

ceremony, use dripless candles.  Several pedestals are available  

for your use.  Couples may choose to surround their unity candle  

with live flowers. 

11. Church documents regarding maintaining a church speak of using  

that “which is real” and “natural” (alive or dried).  We ask that  

you avoid artificial flowers in the worship space. 

12. Flower girls and ring bearers are used by some brides and grooms.   

Children acting in this capacity must be able to walk down the  

aisle.   

13.  Wagons or carts to bring children down the aisle, or dropping rose  

petals, is not permitted.   



Dear Bride and Groom, 

 

Greetings! We know you are wondering how your wedding  

will be affected by Covid-19. We know you have questions. 

First of all, we are sorry that this is happening, and we are doing all that we 

can to make sure your friends and family celebrate your Marriage joyfully. 

Our lives have been changed because of the virus, and we grieve the loss of 

normalcy just as you do. I know you want to communicate with your guests 

because they, too, have to make arrangements for your wedding day. 

We want to keep you updated on current protocols for  

Weddings at St. Mary’s during COVID-19. 

 

Our Main Protocols: 

--Sanitize (we will have stations at the door of entry) 
--Mask (Bring a mask from home and wear it for the protection of others)  
--Physical distancing (maintain six-foot physical distance from other households)  
--Healthy at Home (if you are 65+ and/or have an underlying health condition, 

please remain at home) 
 

How many can be invited to the wedding? 

We have limited seating because of Covid-19 restrictions. 

Normally we can handle 1,200 people comfortably. 

But these are very unusual times. 

Currently, 250 people can be in the church for any liturgy. 

This number includes the wedding party,  

4-5 Hospitality ministers from the parish,  

musicians (pianist and singer),  

1 reader,  

3 communion ministers from the parish (if there is communion).  

 

You will need to do the math and subtract that number from 250.  

This is the number of people who can be admitted.  

You must control the number of guests who come to the liturgy.  

When we reach capacity, we will have to turn guests away. 

We don’t want that to happen. 

In any communication, please let your guests know  

our main protocols as listed above.

How else does the Covid-19 protocol affect your wedding? 

 

1. Everyone who is part of the liturgy, especially the ushers, 

must be at the rehearsal. (Enter by south door A-1.) 

Ushers will be trained in our “how to enter” church protocols,  

communion procession protocols (if applicable)  

and “how to exit” protocols.  

Escorting people in the traditional way to their pews cannot be allowed. 

 

2. The wedding party must dress at home or at the hotel,  

not at the church. 

 

3. Photography cannot be allowed in the church  

before or after the wedding. Another location for photographs should  

be arranged. However, photographs may be taken during the liturgy. 

We ask that your photographer contact us. 

 

4. Immediately upon arrival at the church and  

entering through the south courtyard door (A-1),  

the wedding party is to go to the Great Hall to await the procession. 

Chairs set at a six-foot distance are set out for use.  

No food is allowed; only bottled water. 

 

5. Gathering in the common areas of the church campus  

inside will not be allowed. 

 

6. There can be no guest book or gift table at the church.  

They can be set up at the reception. 

 

7. Congregational singing has been suspended at this time.  

The only sung music can be done by the cantor. 

Please contact Laurie Youngers at loyoungers@gmail.com  

about the music you have chosen or will choose. 

She will assist you in making adjustments to your plan. 

 

8. The entrance procession must also practice safe distancing. 

Men will process down the side aisle, women the center. 

They will meet in front at the center aisle, keeping six-foot distance,  

face the altar, bow to the altar, turn to each other and bow, 

then proceed to their assigned places. 

 

9. One reader is allowed. 

 

10. Communion ministers (3) will be provided from the church. 

There is a special procedure they are to follow. 

Hospitality team members will guide your guests  

through the Communion ritual. 

11. The procedure for leaving the church will be as follows: 

Bride and groom leave by center aisle, wedding party walks out single file,  

then the parents and immediate family,  

keeping six-foot distance from anyone who is not of the same household. 

You are to exit the church directly to your cars  

and proceed to the reception, where you will receive your guests.   

Make sure you have all your belongings in the trunk of your car  

before the service begins.  

The rest of the church will be dismissed by the Hospitality team members 

by section, using various exit doors. 

 

12. Throughout the liturgy, Father will give procedural instructions.  

 

13. There can be no receiving line inside the church;  

it should be done at your reception hall so we can facilitate  

safe distancing for exit from the church building. 

 

14. Access to the restrooms will be controlled  

to maintain safe distance.  

Water fountains will not be available.  

o food or beverages are allowed in the church. 

 

 

We know this is overwhelming; it is to us as well. 

This is not how we normally celebrate liturgy,  

but we are trying to make any liturgy we celebrate meaningful,  

even with the restrictions that are given. 

 

It is our recommendation that you plan for a smaller wedding ceremony 

with essential guests present,  

because in these uncertain times, we don’t know if the number of people  

allowed to gather will change again.


