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FROM OUR PASTOR
Dear People of St Mary’s,
If you have been following the bulletin or watching recorded Masses or gone onto our website
(www.stmaryalexandria.org), then you will have noticed that we are starting to inch back toward
long-delayed sacramental celebrations. I won’t call it a “normal” situation, because these
sacraments are taking place in a much more empty church. We have been and will be making up
Fr. Steve Binsfeld
for the missed spring rituals: RCIA initiations (this month), First Eucharist (done over two weekends
this August) and Confirmation (October 11 at 2:00 PM and October14 at 7:00 PM).
But perhaps the most significant change in our sacramental routine has involved marriages. Several have been
postponed because we cannot accommodate crowds larger than 250 (including all ministers) in our sanctuary
right now. Others have taken place with a minimum of guests present, sometimes with plans for a bigger party/
celebration to follow whenever the COVID abates...perhaps next year. It’s a very different way of experiencing a
wonderful moment of new life in our Church---subdued, small and intimate. It’s not all bad, but it is surely unfamiliar.
But the dynamics of Catholic marriage were already shifting quite a bit long before the virus came upon us. Lots of
young Catholic couples had already decided that a Church wedding was not for them. When I began my work in
parish ministry, the big issue was whether or not to witness weddings for couples who already were living together.
Today that seems like an ancient tale. I am so grateful for those couples who choose to live apart prior to their
wedding day (and there are actually a growing number), but it is not the typical situation. Rather than submit to the
regulations of the Catholic Church in matters of marital intimacy, many young couples simply choose to ignore the
Church completely and marry in other places on their own terms with fewer accountabilities. In my opinion that is
lamentable on both sides of the equation.
On the side of the couple, there seems to have been a loss of the understanding that Christian marriage is not just
a matter of two people and a civil contract. Christian marriage is a public symbol of Christ’s love for the
community that He has gathered together, and a source of encouragement for those of us who surround them
with our prayer and love. That involves a public responsibility for how they live together in what it proclaims to
others. And on the side of the Church, there seems to have been little structural attention to the fact that young
adults are choosing to move away from the constrictions of canon (Church) law when it comes to how they wish to
celebrate their union. We can hop up and down all we want in order to insist upon what couples “ought” to think and
do, but they also are part of the Church, and when they are ignored they often just go away—in a way that they did
not do a generation or two ago. This should be of concern to the whole community.
There are indeed many things to ponder during this exceptional season in our lives, but ones that can be productive,
new ways of thinking about our Sacraments and how we celebrate them if we are open to that.
Fr Steve Binsfeld

† We wish to offer our sympathy and promise of prayers
to the family and friends of Phyllis Van Kempen.
— BANS OF MARRIAGE —
III Matt Gregersen & Bridget Badger
I Henry Brown & MicKenley Nagel
— BAPTISMS —
Aaron Michael - Child of Christopher & Tabatha Odens
Creed Jerome - Child of Beau & Cassie Bopp

SUNDAY
OFFERINGS
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Electronic
Other

ACTUAL
$
28,194
5,575
823

BUDGET*
$ 23,904
9,769
1,058

VARIANCE
$
4,290
(4,194)
(235)

August 16

$

$

$

YTD Offerings

$ 214,788

34,592

35,634

$ 249,438

(139)

$ (34,650)

* Total year budget is spread equally over 52 weeks. Detailed
financial reports may be viewed at the Parish Office.

COMMUNITY NEWS
PRAYER CORNER
If you or someone you know in our
parish community is sick or ill, or has
a family member who could use our
prayers, please call our Parish Nurse,
Kathy Fischer, at 762-2320. Names
will be published for 6 weeks, and
renewed for an additional 6 weeks upon request.
Please remember the following people in your
prayers:
Betty Schlosser, Dan Woods, Kevin Richmond
Sr.,

Andrew Herges,

Dan Ridler, Rosemary

Rehovsky, Marie Peterson, Doloris Lorsung,
MayVis

Bruzek,

Virginia

Schultz,

Dorothy

Becker, Dennis Zaviska, Sally Bellicot, Kathy
Bellicot, Lorraine Sellgren-Davis, Mary Waldorf,
Dianne Otto, Ronnie Le Grange, Eddie Dummer,
Virgene Grubb, Brett Rima, Kay Wagner, Jerry
Sacre, Lawrence Cline, Kathy Bruder and Dan
Radford.

MASS INTENTIONS - we are taking intentions for
Masses through the month of December. Please
contact the Parish Office at 320-763-5781 or
email stmary@stmaryalexandria.org
VOLUNTEER MINISTERS NEEDED If you are
able to volunteer once a month to be a Hospitality
Minister, Eucharistic Minister, Reader or Sacristan,
please contact the Parish Office - 320-763-5781 or
jeddy@stmaryalexandria.org. Training is provided.
Saturday Mass can be added back if we get enough
volunteers. Thank you!
STEWARDSHIP WEEK IS AUGUST 25 – 27:
“Gathered, Nourished and Sent” is the theme for this
year’s Stewardship Week. It will take participants
on a journey from the spirituality of Stewardship to
practical application in Catholic communities.
This year, the entire event is ONLINE and being
offered at NO CHARGE t o participants. The Diocese
welcomes anyone interested in Stewardship as
a way of life — at home, in parishes and within
Catholic communities — to register. Please visit
www.stcdio.org/stewardshipweek2020 for more
information and to register. Registrants will receive
a free copy of “Stewardship Success: A Practical
Guide for Catholic Parishes” courtesy of Catholic
Stewardship Consultants.
If you have questions, please contact Anna Kampa
at akampa@gw.stcdio.org or 320-258-7654.

This year marks the 50th anniversary of the Catholic Campaign for Human Development (CCHD), the antipoverty initiative of the U.S. Catholic Bishops. Over 38 million people in the United States, 12 million of them
children, live below the poverty line, and growing numbers of seniors and families are finding themselves very
close to the poverty threshold. As the impact of COVID-19 continues to hit our communities, we know that
these numbers will likely rise. But we can help! The parishes of our diocese will take up a special collection the
weekend of September 20 to support the U.S. Bishops’ important work of fighting poverty. Twenty-five percent
of our collected funds will be used for local diocesan grants to groups working with those experiencing poverty
right here, and all funds collected support further grant possibilities in our area and nationally. Please prayerfully
consider how you and I can support the CCHD collection and our neighbors in need on September 20. There is a
special envelope in your packet.

ABOUT LIFE
As of 2018, over 60 million babies have been aborted since Roe/Doe. Nearly one million babies are
aborted every year.
Visit St. Mary’s Sanctity of Life online at sanctityoflifestm.org for information and resources.

FAITH FORMATION

stmreled@stmaryalexandria.org | 320-763-9202

YOUTH FAITH FORMATION

ADULT FAITH FORMATION
ST. MARY’S PRAYER LINK: If you have a prayer
request, please send to Wosepkak@aol.com or
phone Kelly Wosepka at 320-815-4655 or Julie
Desautels at 320-846-1842. All prayer requests
will be kept confidential.
NEED SOME QUIET TIME WITH OUR LORD?
Eucharistic Adoration is available in our parish
church during the day and there are several open
chairs around the altar for those of you that want
to drop by.
Below is the current schedule and please
remember the following before attending:
(1) bring a mask
(2) bring your own reading materials
(3) be reverent
Monday/Wednesday: 12:00 PM-7:00 PM
Tuesday/Thursday: 12:00 PM-5:00 PM
Friday: 9:00 AM - 12:00 PM
Jesus, We Trust in You!

ST. MARY’S SCHOOL

St. Mary’s School educates the whole child within a nurturing Catholic Christian environment.
stmaryss@stmaryalexandria.org | 320-763-5861
ST. MARY’S SCHOOL
CALENDAR RAFFLE WINNERS
AUGUST
8/16 Breenna Sanden, Alexandria		
$35
8/17 Eric Ristvedt, Alexandria
$20
8/18 Carol Gaffaney, Alexandria		
$20
8/19 Deb Hertzog, Alexandria		
$20
8/20 Ryan Rosengren, Alexandria		
$20
8/21 Heinecke Properties, Alexandria
$20
8/22 Pat Persoon, Tyler, MN		
$20

Help Support Our School by Participating in:

Tapes for
Education

Follow St. Mary’s School
Find us on Instagram and Facebook!
stmarysschoolalexandria
St. Mary’s School Alexandria

LITURGICAL AND MUSICAL NOTES

August 23, 2020 • 21st Sunday in Ordinary Time • Matthew 16:13–20

Just “Say” It
Jesus questions the faith of his disciples by asking them,“Who do people say that the Son of Man is?”
The responded that some say he is John the Baptist, others believe him to be the prophet Elijah or
Jeremiah. Peter answers,“You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” Jesus blesses him by giving
him the keys to the kingdom, making him the head of the church.

P

eter, the apostle who sank while trying to
walk on water because of his lack of faith,
receives Jesus’ highest affirmation.“You are
Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and
the gates of Hades will not prevail against it” (v. 18).
Peter goes on to deny Jesus, repent, and eventually
become the leader Jesus knew he could be.
Peter is so wonderfully human in all the stories
we hear about him. He is impulsive, he blunders,
and he makes mistakes. Sometimes he seems almost childlike when he is around Jesus. Perhaps it is
that childlike quality in Peter that allows him to see
who Jesus really is, the Christ, son of the living God.
Children can be so incredibly honest. They can
see right through facades and superficial appearances to the core of a person or situation. They blurt
out what they think, sometimes to our own embarrassment. They are as quick to forgive as they are to
condemn.
Then, one day when they are eight or nine or ten,
they begin to learn how to hide their thoughts and
feelings. They begin to practice saying what they
know or think we want them to say. They are maturing and this is good, but how can we help them
keep the best of their childhood qualities and still
be able to go out in polite society?

I think the process must have something to do
with being consistent in our patience and love. It
involves giving enthusiastic affirmations and gentle, private corrections. That is certainly how Jesus treated Peter, and look how well he turned
out—first pope, leader of the church, and the holder of the keys.

FAMILY RESPONSE
Ask each person to name three things about
themselves that they really like. Make sure
you remind children to listen well. Do not
allow any teasing or laughing.

PERSONAL RESPONSE
What childlike qualities to do you need to
claim or reclaim to make your life easier or
more comfortable? What do you want to
remember from last week? What are you
looking forward to next week? What are your
concerns?

Bringing Home the Gospel: Parent Reflections on the Sunday Gospels • Copyright © 2007, 2019 Judith Dunlap. Published by the Pastoral Center,
PastoralCenter.com. All rights reserved. Scripture passages have been taken from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright ©1989 by
the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A., and used by permission. All rights reserved.

SACRAMENTS
RECONCILIATION
Wednesdays at 11:00 AM and Saturdays at 11:00 AM. Please enter through door A1 (Courtyard
Door). Health and Safety instructions will be posted.
BAPTISM
All parents must take the Baptism Preparation Course. Call the Parish Office to sign up.
Contact Fr. Steve to schedule a baptism date at 320-763-5781.
MARRIAGE PREPARATION
Members of the parish (or children of members) must arrange for marriage at least
6 months in advance. Contact the Parish Office for more information.
ANOINTING OF THE SICK
Please call the Parish Office to arrange at 320-763-5781.

WEEKLY MASS SCHEDULE

Tue. 5:30 PM † Norma Lais
Wed. 8:30 AM † Mary Ann Johnson
Thurs. 5:30 PM † Irene Wheeler
Fri.. 8:30 AM † Norma Lais
Sun. 8:00 AM †Bernie Wambeke
10:00AM For the Parish

WEEKLY READINGS - AUGUST 23
Mon.
Tue.
Wed.
Thurs.
Fri.
Sat.
Sun.

RV 21:9B-14; JN 1:45-51
2 THES 2:1-3A, 14-17; MT 23:23-26
2 THES 3:6-10, 16-18; MT 23:27-32
1 COR 1:1-9; MT 24:42-51
1 COR 1:17-25; MT 25:1-13
1 COR 1:26-31; MK 6:17-29
JER 20:7-9; ROM 12:1-2; MT 16:21-27

PARISH STAFF
Steve Binsfeld.......................320-763-5781
Laurie Bienias.......................320-763-9202
Pastor
Logistics Coordinator
Todd Wentworth...................320-763-5781
Tammy Huss..........................320-763-9202
Parish Business Administrator
Coordinator of Youth Ministries
Laurie Youngers....................320-763-5781
Kathy Ballou...........................320-763-5781
Director of Music & Liturgy
Communications Coordinator
Kathy Fischer........................320-762-2320
Elmer Kobbermann............320-834-3103
Parish Nurse
Francie Peterson.................320-360-0325
Parish Trustees
Troy Sladek.............................320-763-5861
Principal & Elementary Faith Formation

CONTACT US

NEW MEMBERS

www.stmaryalexandria.org

To register, stop by our Hospitality Desk
located in the Commons Area of the
church or visit our website to complete the
registration online.

stmary@stmaryalexandria.org
320-763-5781

OUR THANKS TO THESE MERCHANTS FOR SUPPORTING OUR PARISH BULLETIN
Better Water: Pure & Simple
Sales, Rentals, Salt
763-6586 - 601 Nokomis St.

Village Cooperative
62+ Senior Living
320-219-7592

NORTHWOODS
CONSTRUCTION LLC

Mike Klimek 320-766-8709
Dan Klimek 320-766-8690

AQUARIUS - 84, INC.

Plumbing, Mechanical,
& Hot Water Heat
763-3636 • 214 6th Ave. East
Alexandria, MN

320-763-3954
THORNTON, DOLAN, BOWEN, KLECKER & BURKHAMMER, PA
Attorneys At Law
1017 Broadway, Alexandria, MN

320.762.1144
HeartlandOrthopedics.com

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
722 6th Avenue East

www.zimnyinsuranceagency.com

320-762-2124

Auto | Home | Business | Life | Health | LTC Ins.
1103 Broadway, Alexandria, MN

Ford • Chrysler
763-3126 Alexandria

512 30th Avenue East, Alexandria, MN

320.762.5330

1210 Broadway St. S
320-763-3040

Membership: Bob Neale, 320-762-8685
KC Hall Rental: John Leesch, 320-763-3644
Bingo:
Wednesdays 2:00 PM & Sundays 7:00 PM

www.skidpro.com

877-378-4642

A & E PLUMBING &
HEATING INC.

Water Heaters - Furnaces - Service Work

763-6673
Alexandria Electric

Viking Garage Door Co. 320.763.5556
Doors & Openers
raukfamilydentistry.com
JANET SCHILTGEN
320-762-2528
Residential/Commercial

320-834-5488

762-1249

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR
620 Oak Street South
ALEXANDRIA, MN 56308
763-5222

“Since 1945”

www.hilltoplbr.com

320-763-5600

Alexandria • Glenwood
Parkers Prairie • Brandon

“Mobilizing
Churches to
Transform
Lives”

320-763-5200 | 406 Broadway
Alexandria, MN 56308

Love INC of Douglas County Lakes Area

Call to volunteer, donate or receive services!

Call 320-763-5781
Advertise your
business here

44 Glenn Rd NW
320-759-3022
www.loveincdouglas.org

10 Minute OIL CHANGE
1318 Broadway, Alexandria, MN

320-763-5259

Made you look!
Call 320-763-5781
to advertise!

Mari Leuthner
320-760-2291
mari.coldwell@gmail.com

www.coldwellbankercrown.com

PAPPENFUS
PERSONAL INJURY LAWYERS

Robert H. Pappenfus
Thomas J. Pappenfus
Alexandria, MN 56308
320-763-6688
web: www.pappenfus.com

