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A NOTE FROM OUR PASTOR
Among the many words that could aptly describe the past several months in the world 
and in our lives is the word “disruption.” All kinds of ordinary ways of living have been 
upended by the COVID-19 virus. I won’t romanticize the idea of disruption, because 
for many people the effects have been devastating; loss of livelihood, of financial 
security, of physical human gathering in church and elsewhere, of health, and even loss 
of life. There is nothing to be celebrated in that.
 
At the same time, all this is an opportunity for us to consider exactly what is being 
disrupted, and whether some of it may not be for our benefit. We all have preferred 
ways of doing daily activities. Our habits are not all necessarily healthy ones. So this 
can be a time to reprioritize the ways that we spend our time, our money, and our 
passion.  
 
Some personal examples: one of my “bad habits” prior to this spring was a tendency 
to be too sedentary. I rarely got out to exercise. But eventually the tedium of being 
cooped up pushed me out to walk around my neighborhood. I also found that I wrote 
more personal letters to people. I know how much I like to receive a written letter 
from people I care about, so why not do for others? These were more productive 
disruptions from my usual routine and a reprioritization of my time. 

For me and, I suspect, for many of us, a previous “normal” involved being way too busy 
with activities of secondary importance. It has become easier to attend to important 
personal relationships, whether face-to-face (or mask-to-mask) or virtually, in part 
because there’s just not a lot else to do! That’s a helpful disruption of what can easily be 
a too-easily presumed connection with others without, in fact, making regular efforts 
to be together with them.
 
What is true for me is also true for our church community. We are an incredibly large 
and busy place; very many good things are done here both for ourselves and for the 
broader community. I always remember a retreat director saying to me that, “there’s 
always one more good thing that you could be doing, and one more person who 
thinks you should be doing it.” Wisdom there. But some of those good things happen as 
much because “we’ve always done that” and less as the result of a careful consideration 
of what is of primary importance in the here and now. This kind of disruption provides 
the opportunity to ask that important question, and we are doing just that. 

In this age of pandemic, how do we each reach out to our membership?  Communication 
is a huge challenge, not only with our young people but with our adult population. 
We have to think differently. Each of us has to take personal responsibility to reach out 
to people that you may have seen in church, but who don’t appear anymore because 
they are choosing to stay at home until they feel more safe.  You are the church in the 
world.  If you don’t do it, we are all diminished.   

Fr. Steven M. Binsfeld
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LET’S TALK JAIL MINISTRY
by Mary Kaye Wright

“I was in prison and you came to visit me...I tell you the truth, 
whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers of mine, 

you did for me.” - Matthew 25:36, 40

Currently ten St. Mary’s parishioners volunteer to 
participate in a weekly program called “Let’s Talk” at 
the Douglas County Jail (DCJ). Let’s Talk began as 
an extension of the Residents Encountering Christ 
retreats (supported by our diocese) scheduled twice 
a year at DCJ. Let’s Talk is an opportunity for the 
residents of DCJ to continue to build their faith 
through prayer, discussion and reflection. The staff 
and programmers at the jail are very supportive of 
these programs.

Let’s Talk is a rewarding experience both for those who 
serve and for those who sign up to attend. The residents 
are grateful for the support and encouragement they 
are given, the faith that is shared, and the knowledge 
that someone cares enough about them to just “show 
up.” The volunteers are grateful for the opportunity 
to visit the imprisoned and feel they receive more 
than they give. The relationships that are built and the 
message of love and mercy that is shared are key to 
giving hope. Seeds are planted and growth happens.  

“They need help to find the truth, who they 
are, who God is, what love is, and how to make 
the connection with prayer, scripture and 
forgiveness. We go to help them and show we 
love them.”  

“I feel so privileged to share God’s love with 
the residents of the jail and at the same time 
growing my relationship with my fellow team 
members. I have learned so much from them 
and can say without a doubt that I receive 
much more than I give. But then isn’t that 
God’s way?! We include the residents we meet 
in our prayers. We ask that you include our jail 
visits in your prayers.”

“We come to share our love of Christ with the 
residents, not to judge, accepting them for 
who they are and not on what mistakes they 
made in the past. We are open to the Holy 
Spirit’s guidance by sharing and listening.  
Often my faith has grown as a result of the 
interaction with the residents.”

“I am grateful for this gift of friendships that 
never stop growing. I never stop seeing the 
face of Jesus in everyone I meet. Jesus can 
never be outdone in generosity. He constantly 
has an abundance of gifts for us. He only 
wants us to be open to receive them.”

“We affirm the participants and try to help 
them see how God works in our lives and in 
theirs. The message we try to impart is that 
God loves them, has a purpose for their lives, 
and that faith is the key to transformation. 
Our prayer is that they will use their time at 
jail to meet God and that the seeds we plant 
will continue to grow.”

“If I can encourage, support, and hold the 
inmates up in prayer, then I know the Holy 
Spirit is at work. I am humbled by these 
beautiful women who are working so hard to 
seek God.  Watching one become a mentor to 
her fellow inmates is uplifting and amazing to 
see.”

“I always come away with extreme humility, 
hoping that I have done some good. I want the 
residents to know they can receive forgiveness 
and the positive impact that can have on their 
lives.”  

A FEW THOUGHTS FROM SOME OF THE LET’S TALK JAIL MINISTRY VOLUNTEERS:

We are planning to offer Saturday Mass again in October!STAY TUNED!

Volunteer ministers are needed for Saturday Mass. 
Once we have enough trained volunteers, 

we can offer Saturday Mass again.

CAN YOU HELP?

Contact the Parish Office to volunteer. Training is provided.
320-763-5781 or stmary@stmaryalexandria.org
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Habitat for Humanity and Thrivent Financial are 
committed to fulfilling the mission of “Seeking to put 
God’s love into action, bringing people together to build 
homes, communities and hope.” This long-standing 
partnership began in 2005. Working alongside each 
other, Douglas County area churches have been 
invited to participate in the “Thrivent Faith Build.”  

This year over seventeen area churches have come 
together to give of their time, talent, and treasure 
to build a home for JeriAnn and her children. The 
St. Mary’s community has graciously supported 

the Thrivent Faith Build with two build teams 
participating on this year’s build site.
 
We are grateful for all area churches for their 
commitment to affordable housing and a vision of 
a world where everyone has a decent place to live. 
Your continued support of time, talent and treasure 
toward Habitat of Douglas County has provided 
safe, affordable homes for those we serve.

For more information, go to
https://hfhdouglascounty.org

BUILDING HOMES, COMMUNITY & HOPE
THE ST. MARY’S 

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY BUILD DAYS
by Mary Gorghuber

Montana Hinnenkamp’s RCIA journey started in the 
fall of 2019, but her faith journey started when she 
joined her foster family at the age of five. Three years 
ago Dennis and LuAnn officially adopted Montana and 
found her interest in the Catholic faith deserved more 
attention than simply attending weekly Mass and going 
to adoration. They asked Fr. Steve Binsfeld what it would 
take to prepare Montana to officially join the church.  
Since Montana is 14 years old, she would receive all of 
the Sacraments of Initiation — Baptism, Confirmation 
and Eucharist. Montana is a very bright young woman 
who is also autistic. So, we needed to find a way that 
would complement how she best learns and expresses 
herself.  Finding a sponsor was important - someone who 
could teach, inspire, and share faith. Barb Friederichs 
was the perfect choice. Barb and Montana connected 
immediately…and their journey began.
 
Barb met with Montana and one of her parents weekly 
for months, even when COVID shut down gathering 
for Mass. Montana loved looking up verses in the 
Bible as well as learning about the symbolisms of our 

faith  -  the bread and wine representing the body and 
blood of Christ, and water symbolic for baptism. Barb 
found activities that reinforced the lessons. It all tied 
together when Montana carefully created a banner full 
of symbolic meaning for her and was shared at Mass on 
the day she joined the church. Montana also sketched 
the baptismal dress she wanted to wear on this special 
day. Barb, wanting to share her gift of sewing, brought 
Montana’s drawing to life with no details left out. Barb 
even used lace from her own wedding dress!
 
Barb spoke of the very special year of growth they both 
had. “I shared my gifts with her, and she shared hers with me. 
I watched Montana grow in her faith and in her confidence. 
We all have God-given gifts and we are expected to share 
them to help others thrive and feel loved. That is what God 
asks of all of us. Our love for others reflects God’s love for 
each of us.”
 
We welcome Montana Rose Agnes Hinnenkamp to the 
church and thank Barb Friederichs for leading her!

MONTANA’S JOURNEY
by Laurie Bienias
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Dear Fellow Parishioners,

We had some mixed results for fiscal year ended June 30, 2020. Our regular offerings increased a modest 
2.2% over last year. Considering the shock of the COVID-19 pandemic, shut down of the church, and missing 
celebrating together all of Holy Week and Easter, this was a solid increase. Where we performed well financially 
was in our bequests, or those monies left behind in a Trust or other estate plan.  

In July we received generous gifts from Fr. Al Ludwig’s Trust. He contributed to the School Trust Fund, restricted 
monies for helping others, and gave over $900,000 to address ongoing specific needs of our parish. This gift 
was not intended to be used to pay monthly expenses, but instead to be used for broader purposes. Fr. Al was 
specific about what he did not want his gift to be used for. We used some to pay off the smallest of our bank 
notes. Because of accounting reasons, we must show Fr. Al’s gift and related earnings in our financials. As you 
review the financials, be aware that those funds are not readily available for parish use. In other words, it will look 
like we have more money than we really have.

Please consider St. Mary’s as part of your legacy by remembering our two “endowments,” St. Mary’s of Alexandria 
Catholic Foundation and St. Mary’s School Trust Fund, in your estate planning.

In April we were approved for a Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) loan. This allowed us to take care of our 
employees with gainful employment during the tough spring. We do expect that we will qualify for forgiveness 
of this loan, turning it into a grant. COVID-19 has hurt us financially. We have lost $64,000 and counting from 
reduced Sunday loose offerings, absence of Kid Kare revenue, and loss of other support.

The pandemic did not slow us down in living out our mission as we continued our PARISH TITHING. As 
Christian disciples, we provided over $55,000 for community and global outreach. We were one of the first to 
provide significant support for the families affected by the downtown fire with a check for $5,000. We assisted 
42 individuals/families by working through local agencies such as, West Central MN Communities Action and 
Kathy, our Parish Nurse. We also supported LifeConnections, Love INC, Habitat for Humanity, Young Life, Titus 
II, and on a global scale, Hurricane Dorian and Puerto Rico Relief efforts.

We continue to invest in our parish with facility repairs and upgrades such as, siding and windows of our rental 
home at 412 Jefferson Street, parking lot sealcoating, Wi-Fi throughout campus, tables in the Great Hall, gym wall 
pads, and concrete work in the courtyard. We invested in our youth when 19 youth and 6 chaperones attended 
the National Catholic Youth Conference in Indianapolis, IN with nearly 23,000 others.

We will face many challenges this next year. Our financial situation is solid, but we cannot become complacent 
or our parish will struggle. Because of many uncertainties, we have elected to freeze all wages for this next year.  
Although our wage levels will fall further behind comparable ones in the area, we believe it is wise to take action 
to ensure we come out of this pandemic in a good financial position.

We are grateful for all who have shared their blessings in helping people grow in their faith and service to others 
here at St. Mary’s.  We will continue to be good and faithful stewards of your financial contributions.

THE CHURCH OF ST. MARY HIGHLIGHTS
2019-2020

Michael J. Dolan Todd Wentworth

With gratitude,     With gratitude,

Michael J. Dolan, Finance Committee Chair Todd Wentworth, Parish Business Administrator

STATEMENTS OF FINANCIAL POSITION
JUNE 30, 2020 AND 2019                            

                                  ASSETS
CURRENT ASSETS  
 Checking and Petty Cash                                   
 Checking - Restricted  
 Money Market  
      Total Cash and Cash Equivalents  
 Investments - Restricted    
      Total Current Assets  
PROPERTY AND EQUIPMENT           
 Land and Improvements  
 Buildings  
 Furniture and Equipment           
      Total Property and Equipment  
           
      Total Assets  
                              
                    LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS
LIABILITIES
 Other current liabilities
  
 SBA - PPP Loan  
 $2,800,000 Note Payable        
 $1,200,000 Note Payable  
      Total Notes Payable  
           
          Total Liabilities  

NET ASSETS
 Without donor restrictions  
 With donor restrictions  
      Total Net Assets  
      Total Liabilities and Net Assets   

 THE CHURCH OF ST. MARY STATEMENTS OF ACTIVITIES
 YEARS ENDED JUNE 30, 2020 and 2019 

REVENUE & SUPPORT                                                                 AMOUNT           %                    AMOUNT           % 
	 Offerings	(Sunday, electronic, Holy Days) 
 Grade School (Tuition, support & fundraising)  
 Donations (Bequests & other)  
 Fundraising (Parish raffle)  
 Faith Formation (Tuition & missions fundraising)  
 Other (Various auxiliary services)  
 Cemetery (Sales of lots, crypts & niches)
 Investment Earnings    
      
      Total Revenue & Support                             
EXPENSES
 Payroll   
	 Benefits	and	Taxes	 				
 Liturgical, missions, instructional, benevolence, festival, other
 Repairs & maintenance (Building, grounds, equipment, janitorial)     
 Utilities (Electric, heat, communications)  
 Diocesan assessments  
	 Office	(Technology, offertory envelopes, supplies, copier, other)
 Property & liability insurance      
 Fundraising (Parish raffle, Gathering, calendar raffle, missions)
 Interest	Expense	 	
           
	 					Total	Expenses	 	

CHANGE IN NET ASSETS                                                                                            

Note: Excludes depreciation and amortization.

2020 2019

$   1,914,597        
 834,962

1,258,205
87,180
54,041
67,048
43,951
29,957

4,289,941

44.6%
19.5%
29.3%

2.0%
1.3%
1.6%
1.0%
0.7%

100%

2020 2019

$   1,872,784        
886,715
155,602
92,660
67,127
80,917
36,442
1,984

3,194,231

58.6%
27.8%

4.9%
2.9%
2.1%
2.5%
1.1%
0.1%

100%

   1,689,887        
425,322
251,754
168,608
143,825
131,260
160,089
61,590
55,547
62,647

3,150,529

$   1,139,412

53.64%
13.50%
7.99%
5.35%
4.57%
4.17%
5.08%
1.95%
1.76%
1.99%

100%

   1,633,427        
418,207
301,388
139,590
140,140
126,986
107,931

56,624
41,952
66,771

3,033,016

$      161,215

53.85%
13.79%
9.94%
4.60%
4.62%
4.19%
3.56%
1.87%
1.38%
2.20%

100%

$         268,560
1,657

743,728
1,013,945

800,457
1,814,402

903,753
15,653,157
1,276,631

17,833,541

$    19,647,943

$           10,236

369,200
1,555,599

-      
1,924,799

1,935,035

16,688,304
1,024,604

17,712,908
$    19,647,943

$         250,428
1,936

428,377
680,741

-
680,741

899,873
15,633,387
1,264,734

17,797,994

$         18,478,735

$              6,086

-
1,706,642

192,511
1,899,153

1,905,239

16,477,529
95,967

16,573,496
$    18,478,735


