
OCTOBER  18,  2020
THE   29TH  SUNDAY  IN  ORDINARY  TIME



       Dear Members of St Mary’s Parish,

We are just weeks from election day, an occasion of significant importance for our nation. It is 
essential for us to be informed, wise, and prayerful. As often happens during this season, 
various people and groups present themselves as speaking for “The Church” and assume to 
tell the Real Believers how to vote. Some of those people are ordained.

You should be aware that the official teachers of our church in matters of faith are the bishops of the United 
States and, as they have done in every presidential election year for the past several decades, they have 
published an instructional document in advance of the election. This year’s is titled, “Forming Consciences 
for Faithful Citizenship”. It does not tell anybody specifically for whom to vote. To do otherwise would be to 
obliterate the meaning of that word “conscience.”

Conscience is a part of human existence which our Catholic faith takes very seriously. It is enshrined in the 
Documents of the Second Vatican Council, which describes it as a law which must be obeyed by a responsible 
person, even when and if it should contradict some overt church teaching. (Actually St. Thomas Aquinas 
taught much the same thing some 800 years ago.) Vatican II speaks of conscience as a solitary dwelling place 
where God speaks in the hearts of people, prompting them to do what is right at a particular moment and 
situation. 

Conscience, however, does not give anyone freedom simply to do or think whatever one wants. That’s why we 
also speak of the necessity of cultivating an “informed” conscience. To do that involves prayer, study, and 
humility. It does not mean license to set one’s own opinion against that of the broader church, at least not 
without a very considered reason.  

I commend the bishops’ document to your reading. You can find it online from the USCCB at www.usccb.org   
At a time when our nation is so polarized, this kind of thing can be a real gift to many. 

Fr. Steve

Fr. Steve Binsfeld

— BANS OF MARRIAGE —

III Martin Lovrien & Cathy Juettner

FROM OUR PASTOR

SUNDAY 
OFFERINGS BUDGET VARIANCEACTUAL

* Total year budget is spread equally over 52 weeks. Detailed 
financial reports may be viewed at the Parish Office.

Community Thanksgiving Dinner

Due to COVID-19 this year the Community Thanksgiving Dinner will be delivery only on Thanksgiving Day, 
November 26.    We offer delivery of 1 to 2 hot meals per address to those who are homebound.
 
•   For meal deliveries to the homebound, call 763-9429 (from October 30 until November 19)

•   To volunteer to help with the dinner or as a delivery driver, call or email:                      
            618-292-0506 or 320-834-3722 (after October 30) or gracehlambert@yahoo.com

Envelope
Electronic
Other

For Oct. 11

YTD Offerings

$         19,325
5,011
408

$       24,744

$    428,840

$       23,904
9,769
1,058

$        34,731     

$     520,965

$       (4 ,579)                 
(4,758)

(650)

$       (9,987)

$      (92,125)

http://www.usccb.org   
mailto:gracehlambert@yahoo.com


As we observe October which is Respect Life Month, the following words ring loudly from the USCCB’s 
document called ‘Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship’.
The threat of abortion remains our preeminent priority because it directly attacks life itself, because 
it takes place within the sanctuary of the family, and because of the number of lives destroyed. At 
the same time, we cannot dismiss or ignore other serious threats to human life and  dignity such as 
racism, the environmental crisis, poverty and the death penalty.
Visit St. Mary’s Sanctity of Life online at sanctityoflifestm.org for information and resources.

If you or someone you know in our 
parish community is sick or ill, or has 
a family member who could use our 
prayers, please call our Parish Nurse, 
Kathy Fischer, at 762-2320. Names 
will be published for 6 weeks, and 
renewed for an additional 6 weeks upon request.

Please remember the following people in your 
prayers: 

Betty Schlosser,  Dan Woods, Andrew Herges, 

Kevin Richmond, Sr.,   Rosemary Rehovsky, Marie 

Peterson, Virginia Schultz, Dorothy Becker,  

Dennis Zaviska,  Sally Bellicot, Kathy Bellicot,  

Mary Waldorf, Dianne Otto,  Ronnie Le Grange, 

Eddie Dummer,  Virgene Grubb, Brett Rima, Kay 

Wagner, Jerry Sacre, Lawrence Cline, Kathy 

Bruder,  Dan Radford, Curt Hilgers,  Lorraine 

Sellgren-Davis, Jake, Ken Volk,  Linda Rakowski, 

and Juleann Kelley.

COMMUNITY NEWS

PRAYER  CORNER

ABOUT LIFE

Justice, Peace, and Integrity of Creation Committee (JPIC): The Summer Quarterly Update for Veterans for Peace offered 
reading suggestions for giving hope and courage to children with stories of peace and justice. Telling peace and justice 
stories to younger  children creates a connection of hope and courage that prepares them to stay positive and be activists 
in dealing with world problems as adults.  Here are just a few titles:

THE MIGHTY PRINCE  by Jasoo Takeich  - A little girl teaches a mean, warring emperor to be happy and grow flowers.  She 
persuades him it’s better than hurting people and beating up on other countries.
THE CROWS OF PEAR BLOSSOM by Aldous Huxley -  Mr. and Mrs. Crow want to kill the snake eating their unhatched eggs. 
Collaboration creates a nonviolent strategy to stop the killing.
 WHY WAR IS NEVER A GOOD IDEA by Alice Walker 
THE PEACE BELL by  Margi Preus
SHOOTING AT THE STARS by John Hendrix

THANK YOU St. Mary’s Church for once again 
allowing the American Red Cross to hold Blood 
Drives in the Great Hall on October 5 & 6.  We greatly 
appreciate being able to setup and conduct our blood 
drives at your church and sincerely thank everyone 
who donated blood during this two-day blood drive. 
 
- Alexandria Gray Ladies of the American Red Cross

LOVE INC’S 9TH ANNUAL FALL FUNDRAISER 
- WEEK OF OCTOBER 19-23! Love In the Name 
of Christ (Love INC) is a network of local churches 
mobilized to transform lives. During these trying 
times, YOUR church volunteers and life skills classes 
have continued to meet community needs. Love 
INC’s continued future depends on your prayers and 
generous support. 
Please visit www.loveincdouglas.org to donate 
and/or participate in the online dessert auction.  
BIDDING ENDS October 23rd at 1:00 PM!  
God’s blessings for your generosity!

http://sanctityoflifestm.org/
http://www.loveincdouglas.org


FAITH  FORMATION
stmreled@stmaryalexandria.org  |  320-763-9202

YOUTH  FAITH  FORMATION

ST. MARY’S PRAYER LINK: If you have a prayer 
request, please send to Wosepkak@aol.com or 
phone Kelly Wosepka at 320-815-4655 or Julie 
Desautels at 320-846-1842. All prayer requests 
will be kept confidential.

NEED SOME QUIET TIME WITH OUR LORD? 
Eucharistic Adoration is available in our parish 
church during the day and there are several open 
chairs around the altar for those of you that want 
to drop by. 
Below is the current schedule and please 
remember the following before attending:
(1) bring a mask
(2) bring your own reading materials
(3) be reverent
 Monday/Wednesday: 12:00 PM - 8:00 PM
Tuesday/Thursday: 12:00 PM - 5:00 PM 
Friday: 9:00 AM - 12:00 PM 

Jesus, We Trust in You!

ADULT  FAITH  FORMATION

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY: Join us beginning 
the weekend of October 31/November 1  as we 
study “LETTER TO WOMEN”, an Endow program 
inspired by Pope St. John Paul II which focuses 
on the modern Christian concept of woman and 
her indispensable role in the Church, the family, 
society, and the world. Will be offered both 
Saturday morning and Sunday evening. 

For more information, contact Lori at 
320-808-1145 or biblestudywomen@gmail.com    
Enroll and Order Book Before Monday, Oct. 19 

CLASS SCHEDULE
Grades 1, 3, 4 & 5:  Oct. 21, 4:45 - 5:30 PM
Grades 6-8 (Wed):  Oct. 21, 6:00 - 7:00 PM 
Grades 9-11 (Wed):  Oct. 21, 7:30 - 8:30 PM
Grades 8-11 (Sun):  Oct. 25, 6:30 - 7:30 PM

Lucas Bitzan
Samuel Boettner
Anakin Bosek
Alexander Boushek
Rachel Boyden
Evan Buttweiler
Connor Cavers
Anna Doherty
Abigail Driemeyer
Brynn Fernholz
Yadira Gomez
Jaya Hatlestad
Logan Hegg
Elijah Holthaus
Garret Honkomp
Brooke Houska
Nicholas Huss
Austin Jenc
Ethan Johnson
Kaden Johnson
Aaron Jost
Shaelea Karels
Jacob Kleven
Alexis Klimek
Maya Klimek
Nathan Klimek

Riese Kluver
Bryce Kraker
Olivia Logan
Brady McCoy
Kyler Miller
Carter Moen
Taylor Moritz
Nicholas Nelson
Tyler Norum
Payton Olson
Grace Panther
Molly Panther
Brennan Parker
Jacob Partington
Tyler Petron
Catherine Radermacher
Izzabelle Rasmusen
Carli Schmidt
Nate Schnitzler
Mia Shelden
Andrew (A.J.) Sparr
Jaycee Spaulding
Jacksyn Thorson
Tyler Zimmerman
Joshua Zins

Congratulations to these young people of 
St. Mary’s who received the sacrament of 

Confirmation on October 11 and 14!

mailto:stmreled@stmaryalexandria.org
mailto:biblestudywomen@gmail.com     


ST.  MARY’S  SCHOOL
St. Mary’s School educates the whole child within a nurturing Catholic Christian environment.

stmaryss@stmaryalexandria.org  |  320-763-5861

Help Support Our School by Participating in:
Tapes for 

Education

Follow St. Mary’s School 
Find us on Instagram and Facebook!

stmarysschoolalexandria

  St. Mary’s School Alexandria

ST. MARY’S SCHOOL
CALENDAR  RAFFLE  WINNERS

OCTOBER
10/11 Terry Randt, Kensington  $35

10/12    Tim Ellison, Carlos   $20

10/13    Jesse Branstad, Alexandria   $20

10/14     Jenna Bryce, Alexandria  $20

10/15     Mark Parteka, Browerville  $50

10/16     Jim Lingor, Alexandria  $20

10/17     Laurie Bayer, Glenwood   $20

ST. MARY’S SCHOOL MAGAZINE SALES

Are you looking to renew a magazine subscription or considering a subscription to a new magazine?  If so, 
now is the time to order.  By doing so, you will not only be getting new reading materials, you will also be 
supporting our school as well!  St. Mary‘s School will receive 40% cash back from every subscription sold!
 

To order:

1. Log on to www.gaschoolstore.com 

2. Click I’m Ready to Shop
  
3. In the school ID section type in 2582419

4. Type in the name of the student you are supporting from our school.  If you know a current student, 
enter their first and last name and click “next”.  If you do not know a current student, click on “skip 
this step”  

5. Navigate through our school store to renew or purchase your new magazine subscriptions

St. Mary’s School will receive 40% cash back from everything purchased from this site!  
Enjoy reading and thank you for your support.

SCHOOL HAPPENINGS

Conferences – Tuesday, October 27 and 
                                         Thursday, October 29, 3:30 – 7:30 PM

Picture Retakes – Friday, November 6

mailto:stmaryss@stmaryalexandria.org
http://www.gaschoolstore.com


LITURGICAL AND MUSICAL NOTES

Giving God What Is God’s
As Jesus’ followers grow in number, so do his enemies. 

The Pharisees, for example, are afraid the people will begin 
to question their power and authority. They try very hard 
to trip Jesus up. They want to find something to hold him 

accountable for to the Romans. They bring him a coin and 
ask him to whom it belongs.

Money and God: how do they relate? We need money 
to take care of our temporal needs—things like housing, 
food, clothes, electricity. It occurred to me that the more 
we advance technologically as a society, the more 
expensive it is to raise a family. I remember looking at the 
back-to-school ads last September and marveling at the 
cost of the bare necessities for today’s students. Perhaps 
that’s the relationship of money to God—we need money 
for the necessities, and we need God to help us figure out 
just what those necessities are.

There is so much out there to spend money on. Things we 
want, but could really do without. Every year there are new 
products or updated versions of older products to entice our 
youngsters. Part of being a responsible Christian parent is 
teaching your children to learn to live without, to share what 
they have, and give from their bounty. We do this to help them 
discover what the real necessities of life are.

Help your children come up with a list of what they think 
they need. Have them pare the list down until they have 
what they consider are absolute necessities. Remind 
your children that they are a part of God’s family, and 
some of their brothers and sisters do not even have food 
or shelter.

Find a particular agency or cause to support. 
Occasionally, when we are tempted to buy something 
we don’t absolutely need, we give the money instead to 
“our family cause.” Encourage children to give away a 
comparable item they already own for every new toy they 
receive. Consider doing the same for every new article of 
clothing you buy.

FAMILY RESPONSE
Talk about the reading above. Send everyone off to find 
two things they are willing to give to those who are in 
need. Come back together and talk about how it feels to 
give something up.
PERSONAL RESPONSE
What two things did you bring back to the group? How 
do you feel about giving them up? What do you want to 
remember from last week? What are you looking forward 
to next week? What are your concerns?
Bringing Home the Gospel: Parent Reflections on the Sunday Gospels • Copyright © 2007, 2019 Judith Dunlap. Published by the Pastoral 
Center, PastoralCenter.com. All rights reserved. Scripture passages have been taken from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, 
copyright ©1989 by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A., and used by permission. 
All rights reserved.

UTILIZING TIME

What will give our life more meaning? We are blessed 
with many gifts, not the least of which is time. God 
has put us in this environment, among these people 
and these opportunities. We will be accountable to 
God for the way in which we use our time to relate 
to these people, respect the environment, and avail 
ourselves of the opportunities, and the manner in 
which we carry out our responsibilities.
Lost possessions may be replaced, a broken 
friendship can be mended, but one cannot regain 
time squandered in selfish pursuits.

Many of us are preoccupied with pursuing the age-
old question, “What is the meaning of Life?,” when 
we should be asking, “What will give our lives more 
meaning?” The utilization of time can be used in 
answer to this question.

Since our existence must be filled with an aim in 
order to make it a life, it is necessary to use our 
time and energy in pursuit of this aim. Wanting to do 
something does not bring it about.

Willing ourselves to do something means that we 
plan to make the effort to bring it about. That means 
setting priorities which answer this question as we 
awaken each morning, “What can I do to serve the 
Lord today?”

STEWARDSHIP

We were created to use all that 
we have in fellowship with God. 

When that is not done, our lives are 
unfulfilled and incomplete. It is not a 

matter of earning our salvation, but of 
putting God in the center where God 

belongs. When we do that, everything 
else can fall into place. And when 

we do that, we want to express our 
thanks by giving and by sharing our 

time and talents to help others.



SACRAMENTS
RECONCILIATION 
Wednesdays and Saturdays at 11:00 AM.   Please  enter through door A1 (Courtyard Door). 
Health and Safety instructions will be posted.

BAPTISM 
All parents must take the Baptism Preparation Course. Call the Parish Office to sign up. 
Contact Fr. Steve to schedule a baptism date at 320-763-5781.

MARRIAGE  PREPARATION 
Members of the parish (or children of members) must arrange for marriage  at least 
6 months in advance. Contact the Parish Office for more information.

ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
Please call the Parish Office to arrange at 320-763-5781.

PARISH STAFF
Steve Binsfeld.......................320-763-5781
Pastor
Todd Wentworth...................320-763-5781
Parish Business Administrator
Laurie Youngers....................320-763-5781
Director of Music & Liturgy
Kathy Fischer........................320-762-2320 
Parish Nurse
Troy Sladek.............................320-763-5861
Principal & Elementary Faith Formation

Laurie Bienias.......................320-763-9202 
Logistics Coordinator
Tammy Huss..........................320-763-9202
Coordinator of Youth  Ministries 
Kathy Ballou...........................320-763-5781
Communications Coordinator 
Elmer Kobbermann............320-834-3103
Francie Peterson.................320-360-0325
Parish Trustees

CONTACT US NEW MEMBERS
www.stmaryalexandria.org

stmary@stmaryalexandria.org

320-763-5781

To register, stop by our Hospitality Desk 
located in the Commons Area of the 
church or visit our website to complete the 
registration online.

WEEKLY MASS SCHEDULE WEEKLY READINGS - OCT.  18
5:30 PM † Elyse Dvorsak
8:30 AM † Warren (Bud) Skrove
5:30 PM † Deloris Lorsung
8:30 AM † Carl Roers
5:00 PM For the Parish
8:00 AM † Christopher Ficenec 
10:00AM †† Richard & Marion Merten

Tue. 
Wed.
Thurs.
Fri.
Sat.
Sun.

EPH 2:1-10; LK 12:13-21
EPH 2:12-22; LK 12:35-38
EPH 3:2-12; LK 12:39-48
EPH 3:14-21; LK 12:49-53
EPH 4:1-6; LK 12:54-59
EPH 4:7-16; LK 13:1-9
EX 22:20-26; 1 THES 1:5C-10; 
MT 22:34-40

Mon.                   
Tue.
Wed. 
Thurs.      
Fri.      
Sat.
Sun.         
      

http://www.stmaryalexandria.org
mailto:stmary@stmaryalexandria.org


OUR THANKS TO THESE MERCHANTS FOR SUPPORTING OUR PARISH BULLETIN

Better Water: Pure & Simple
Sales, Rentals, Salt

763-6586   -   601 Nokomis St.

PERSONAL INJURY LAWYERS

Robert H. Pappenfus 
Thomas J. Pappenfus
Alexandria, MN 56308 

320-763-6688
web: www.pappenfus.com

PAPPENFUS

320.762.1144
HeartlandOrthopedics.com

NORTHWOODS
CONSTRUCTION LLC

Mike Klimek 320-766-8709
Dan Klimek 320-766-8690

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
722 6th Avenue East

Membership: Bob Neale, 320-762-8685
KC Hall Rental: John Leesch, 320-763-3644

Bingo: 
Wednesdays 2:00 PM & Sundays 7:00 PM

THORNTON, DOLAN, BOWEN, KLECKER & BURKHAMMER, PA
Attorneys At Law

1017 Broadway, Alexandria, MN

1210  Broadway St. S
320-763-3040

AQUARIUS - 84, INC.
Plumbing, Mechanical, 

& Hot Water Heat
763-3636 • 214 6th Ave. East

Alexandria, MN

A & E PLUMBING &
HEATING INC.

Water Heaters - Furnaces - Service Work 
763-6673

www.zimnyinsuranceagency.com

320-762-2124
Auto | Home | Business | Life | Health | LTC Ins.

1103 Broadway, Alexandria, MN

320.763.5556
raukfamilydentistry.com

762-1249
Residential/Commercial

320-834-5488

Viking Garage Door Co.
Doors & Openers

JANET SCHILTGEN
320-762-2528

Alexandria Electric
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

620 Oak Street South
ALEXANDRIA, MN 56308
763-5222            “Since 1945”

512 30th Avenue East, Alexandria, MN
320.762.5330

Ford • Chrysler
763-3126      Alexandria

320-763-3954

10 Minute OIL CHANGE
1318 Broadway, Alexandria, MN

320-763-5259

www.skidpro.com
877-378-4642

  Village Cooperative
62+ Senior Living 

320-219-7592

Call  320-763-5781
Advertise your 
business here

www.hilltoplbr.com
Alexandria • Glenwood

Parkers Prairie • Brandon

320-763-5200 | 406 Broadway
Alexandria, MN 56308

320-763-5600

“Mobilizing 
Churches to 
Transform 

Lives”

Love INC of Douglas County Lakes Area
Call to volunteer, donate or receive services!

44 Glenn Rd NW
320-759-3022

www.loveincdouglas.org

Mari Leuthner
320-760-2291

mari.coldwell@gmail.com
www.coldwellbankercrown.com

Made you look!
Call 320-763-5781

to advertise!


