
NOVEMBER  15,  2020
THE  33RD  SUNDAY  IN  ORDINARY  TIME



Dear People of St Mary’s Parish Community,

The election is over.  An unprecedented number of U.S. citizens turned out to vote for the presidential 
candidate of our choice.  We saw the democratic process at work on a scale that we have not seen in a 
long time, with all turning out to vote for the presidential candidate we each thought would serve the 
common good.  Were either of the candidates ideal?  No…not by a long shot.  However, this is the nature 

of politics as well as the democratic system.

While people who make up our parish may be politically diverse, we share a more fundamental conviction of attention to 
justice and care of the poor. This must always be a part of the fabric of our community because it is at the heart of the 
gospel.

We have to remember that religion and politics are very much related, but are not the same thing. Religion concerns 
itself with what is eternal and absolute; it is about God and God’s design for our world and for our lives. Politics is about 
prudential judgement in given situations. By its nature, politics is neither eternal nor absolute…and we get into trouble 
when we get confused about that.

It is helpful to remember that when Jesus brought the twelve apostles together, he chose people with very diverse 
political opinions:  Matthew collected taxes for the Roman government; Simon the zealot hated Rome, the Galilean 
fishermen were more concerned about survival than politics.

The point is, we have something in our faith commitment that is deeper than any political loyalties, as important as that 
can be.  We cling to the gospel of Christ, which is about the values of the Kingdom Jesus proclaims and about the 
fruits of the spirit: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.

There are fewer and fewer places where people who don’t share political views can be in the same room without 
insulting each other.  The Christian community is one of those rare spaces--if we will engage it--which calls us to a 
deeper sense of solidarity and human love.  Here we can, if we choose, disagree with each other without hatred and 
shouting.  

That is our blessing, our mission and our necessary call.  Our task is to hold our elected officials accountable, so that 
the principles of the Kingdom of God are not violated, especially against the poor and most vulnerable.  I pray that our 
congress learns to move beyond partisan political lines and works across the aisle to bring healing to our broken 
country.   

Fr. Steve

Fr. Steve Binsfeld

— BANS OF MARRIAGE —

III Jake Dodds & Meaghan Baldwin
II Dustin Larson & Diana Dykema

I Samuel Moenkedick & Melissa Parks

FROM OUR PASTOR

— BAPTISMS —

Hallie Rayne 
Child of Marcus & Ashley Nelson

Palmar John
Child of John & Jessica Kelly

SUNDAY 
OFFERINGS BUDGET VARIANCEACTUAL

* Total year budget is spread equally over 52 weeks. Detailed 
financial reports may be viewed at the Parish Office.

†  We wish to offer our sympathy and promise of 
prayers to the family and friends of Martin T. Martin, 
Mildred Kluver, Michael Marquardt, and Dorothy 
Becker.
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“Only with prayer—prayer that storms the heavens for justice and mercy, prayer that cleanses our hearts 
and souls—will the culture of death that surrounds us today be replaced with a culture of life.”
—U.S. Catholic Bishops, Pastoral Plan for Pro-Life Activities
Visit St. Mary’s Sanctity of Life online at sanctityoflifestm.org for information and resources.

If you or someone you know in our 
parish community is sick or ill, or has 
a family member who could use our 
prayers, please call our Parish Nurse, 
Kathy Fischer, at 762-2320. Names 
will be published for 6 weeks, and 
renewed for an additional 6 weeks upon request.

Please remember the following people in your 
prayers: 
Betty Schlosser,  Dan Woods, Andrew Herges, 
Kevin Richmond, Sr., Rosemary Rehovsky, Marie 
Peterson, Virginia Schultz, Dorothy Becker,  
Dennis Zaviska,  Sally Bellicot, Kathy Bellicot,  
Mary Waldorf, Dianne Otto, Ronnie Le Grange,   
Brett Rima,  Jerry Sacre, Lawrence Cline,  Dan 
Radford, Curt Hilgers,  Lorraine Sellgren-Davis, 
Jake, Ken Volk,  Linda Rakowski, Juleann Kelley, 
Jesse Zens, Jody Koubsky, Kathy Moriarity, and 
Chris Berg

COMMUNITY NEWS

PRAYER  CORNER

ABOUT LIFE
Justice, Peace, and Integrity of Creation Committee (JPIC): Pope Francis signed a NEW ENCYCLICAL on 
October 3, feast of St. Francis, in Assisi, Italy entitled:  FRATELLI TUTTI: translated as BROTHERS ALL. The 
Pope describes it as a SOCIAL ENCYCLICAL, “Fraternity and social friendship are the ways the Pontiff indicates to 
build a better, more just and peaceful world with the contributions of all:  people and institutions.  With an emphatic 
confirmation of a ‘no’ to war and to globalized indifference.”  This social encyclical will become a point of discussion  
in both the religious and secular press.  As a Catholic, why not be aware of what the Pope has written  on  the social 
order of our times.  It is easily accessed at usccb.org (United States Catholic Conference of Bishops).

Community Thanksgiving Dinner
Due to COVID-19, this year the Community 
Thanksgiving Dinner will be delivery only on 
Thanksgiving Day, November 26.    We offer delivery 
of 1 to 2 hot meals per address to those who are 
homebound. 
• For meal deliveries to the homebound, call 

763-9429 (until November 19)
• To volunteer to help with the dinner or as a delivery 

driver, call or email:                      
618-292-0506 or 320-834-3722 
or gracehlambert@yahoo.com 

HELP NEEDED ON: Wed., Nov. 25, 2:30 - 5:00 PM for 
meal prep and Thur., Nov. 26, 8:00 AM - 1:00 PM for 
various kitchen duties!

BOOK OF REMEMBRANCE -  Typically, names are 
inscribed in a “Book of Remembrance” that is located 
in the church. This year, because of COVID-19, we are 
inviting you to sign our virtual Book of Remembrance. 
Please submit as many names as you would like during 
the month of November by clicking the link on our 
website home page, stmaryalexandria.org. Or call 
the Parish Office at 763-5781 and we can add names 
for you. At every Sunday Mass during November, as 
we pray for the dead, our community will especially 
remember those names that are submitted.

DAUGHTERS OF ISABELLA will meet Tuesday 
November 17, at 5:05 PM for Rosary and Memorial 
Mass at 5:30 PM. Please observe SILENCE in 
the church while  Adoration will be taking place 
until 5:00 PM.  Masks and social distancing will be 
observed. No meetings until further notice.
We are doing prayer partners with 2nd graders 
receiving the Sacraments this year.  Please keep 
them in your prayers.

COOKIE CONNECTION - DEC. 12 
Each year St. Mary’s Cookie Connection 
delivers thousands of cookies to the 
homebound, elderly and those who 
may not have this special treat at 
Christmas. We will continue with this 
holiday tradition with some changes due 

to COVID-19. We will not be using donated cookies 
this year. All cookies have been ordered from Luther 
Crest; we are happy to support them!
Volunteers are needed to  help package and deliver 
cookies. Call Kathy at 762-2320 to volunteer on 
Saturday, Dec. 12 at 9:00 AM in the School Gym.

http://sanctityoflifestm.org/
http://usccb.org
mailto:gracehlambert@yahoo.com
http://stmaryalexandria.org


7 SISTER APOSTOLATE MINISTRY Please 
consider being a substitute for the 7 Sister 
Apostolate ministry that has just begun at St. Mary’s.
This special ministry involves making one Holy 
Hour for our priests, one hour per week (including 
Saturdays and Sundays), on a specific day (but any 
time on that day), and in front of the Tabernacle and/
or the Blessed Sacrament. To learn more about it, 
to answer your questions, and to sign up, please 
call Connie Bremmer at 320-212-5204. More info is 
available at sevensisterapostolate.org. 

FAITH  FORMATION
stmreled@stmaryalexandria.org  |  320-763-9202

YOUTH  FAITH  FORMATION

NEED SOME QUIET TIME WITH OUR LORD? 
Eucharistic Adoration is available in our parish 
church during the day and there are several open 
chairs around the altar for those of you that want 
to drop by. 
Below is the current schedule and please 
remember the following before attending:
(1) bring a mask
(2) bring your own reading materials
(3) be reverent
Monday/Wednesday: 12:00 PM - 8:00 PM
Tuesday/Thursday: 12:00 PM - 5:00 PM 
Friday: 9:00 AM - 12:00 PM 

Jesus, We Trust in You!

ADULT  FAITH  FORMATION

CLASS SCHEDULE
Grades 1, 3, 4 & 5:  Nov. 18, 4:45 - 5:30 PM

Grades 6-8 (Wed):  Nov. 18, 6:00 - 7:00 PM 

Grades 9-11 (Wed):  Nov. 18, 7:30 - 8:30 PM

Grades 8-11 (Sun):  Nov.  22, 6:30 - 7:30 PM

ANGELS AND DEMONS: WHAT DO SCRIPTURE 
AND TRADITION SAY ABOUT THEM?  While much 
of what we see and read keeps us entertained, the 
media’s presentation of the spiritual and diabolical 
worlds is all too often unconnected to the Christian 
message.  In this presentation,  and in light of Christ’s 
absolute victory over sin and death, Fr. Michael 
Patella will outline the Christian understanding of 
the devil, angels, demons, ghosts, and spirits in 
Scripture and Tradition. He will also discuss the 
inherent problems and dangers that arise today 
with the undue attention many give to the occult.  

Friday, November 20, Webinar presentation from 
9:00-11:00 AM.  Event  is  Free.  Registration  is 
required (register at least five days in advance 
of the event); visit www.collegevilleMN.com/
theologyday, call 320-363-3560, or email 
theologyday@csbsju.edu to register.

http://sevensisterapostolate.org
mailto:stmreled@stmaryalexandria.org
http://www.collegevilleMN.com/theologyday
http://www.collegevilleMN.com/theologyday
mailto:theologyday@csbsju.edu 


ST.  MARY’S  SCHOOL
St. Mary’s School educates the whole child within a nurturing Catholic Christian environment.

stmaryss@stmaryalexandria.org  |  320-763-5861

Support St. Mary’s School by Participating in: Tapes for Education

Follow St. Mary’s School on Instagram and Facebook stmarysschoolalexandria   St. Mary’s School Alexandria

CALENDAR  RAFFLE  WINNERS

11/8 Marian Rauk, Spring Grove $35
11/9    Lois Gehrke, New Ulm  $20
11/10    Whitney Wiitanen, Alexandria $20
11/11 Phyllis Boesl, Parkers Prairie $20
11/12    Rob Davidson, Alexandria $20
11/13 Leslie Kirscht, Alexandria $20
11/14    Duane Wilts, Alexandria $20

Dear Parishioners:

St Mary’s School has been educating kids in our community for the past 63 years.  
One of the reasons we have been able to maintain this strong tradition is through 
the help of the St. Mary’s School Trust Fund.  Any student, regardless of their family 
financial situation, are able to attend St. Mary’s School.  This is made possible by 
yearly tuition assistance scholarships provided by the Trust Fund.  Enrollment for 
this year is up by 27 students and, as a result, the applications for scholarships are 
considerably up as well.

In order to keep up with that demand and continue to offer the St. Mary’s education 
to all, the school needs your help!  A gift to the “Sponsor a Student” program will help 
cover the educational expenses that these families face.  It will also help St. Mary’s 
School with the mission of allowing any student to receive a Catholic education 
regardless of their family’s financial situation. 

A donation to the “Sponsor a Student” program is a gift of education, a gift that will 
last a lifetime.  If you are interested in sharing your treasures, see the form on this 
page for more information.  Your support of the “Sponsor a Student” program is 
greatly appreciated.  

God’s blessings, 

Mr. Sladek

SCHOOL HAPPENINGS
Magazine Sales and Renewals are 
taking place now 
@ www.gaschoolstore.com  
Use ID #  2582419 

Substitute Teachers Wanted – Contact 
Mr. Sladek for more information

$100.00

$50.00

$35.00

$20.00

1st of the Month

15th of the Month

Sunday

Monday - Saturday

St. Mary’s School

CALENDAR RAFFLE

PURCHASE
YOUR TICKETS:

1. Go to the Hospitality Desk.
2. Fill out your ticket(s).
3. Attach payment to your ticket.
4. Drop in the Parish Drop Box.  

(outside Parish office door)
5. Keep your copy.

While at Church:

While on Campus:

Stop by the school office during 
school hours.

From Your Home:

Contact the School Office - 

Call - 763-5861

 Email - 
stmaryss@stmaryalexandria.org

(Drawings for daily cash prizes will be 
held February 26, 2021 at St. Mary’s 

School.  Prizes will be awarded March 1, 
2021 – February 28, 2022.)

_ _ _ _ 

THANK YOU!

$ 20

St. Mary’s School Trust Fund
“Sponsor a Student ”

I would like to make the following contribution to the St. Mary‘s School Trust Fund 
“Sponsor a Student” program.  My contribution is in the amount of:

Name:   
Address:  
City, State, Zip: 
Phone:  

Quarter
Semester
Year
Other 

$731.50
$1,462.50

$2,925.00

to 
pay 

tuition 
for

Your donation is deeply appreciated - St. Mary‘s School Trust Fund Committee

mailto:stmaryss@stmaryalexandria.org
mailto:stmaryss@stmaryalexandria.org


LITURGICAL AND MUSICAL NOTES

Bringing Home the Gospel: Parent Reflections on the Sunday Gospels • Copyright © 2007, 2019 Judith Dunlap. Published by the Pastoral Center, 
PastoralCenter.com. All rights reserved. Scripture passages have been taken from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright ©1989 by 
the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A., and used by permission. All rights reserved.

November 15, 2020 • 33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time • Matthew 25:14–30

Living Up to Your Potential
Jesus teaches through another story. A man entrusts his servants with his possessions while he is on 
a journey. The first servant receives five talents; he trades them and ends up with ten. The second re-
ceived two and also doubles his master’s money. The third servant receives one talent, and out of fear, 
buries it. When the man returned, he punished the third servant for doing nothing with what he was 
given. He praises the other servants.

Well done, good and trustworthy servant. 
Aren’t those the words we would all like 
to hear when we face the Lord for our fi-

nal judgment? I have my own theory about what we 
have to do to hear those words. I don’t think God 
is going to judge us on what we have done, but on 
who we have become.

We were each created to be absolutely unique. No 
two people are made the same. God created each 
of us with our own set of talents, abilities, and lim-
itations. I think when we face God on the last day, 
God will say to us,“Have you become the person I 
created you to be?” When you become the person 
God created you to be, you are at your best. You 
become the best parent you can be, the best friend, 
the best teacher, lawyer, doctor, scientist, writer, de-
signer, assistant, firefighter, or painter.

Think of the world as a giant jigsaw puzzle. Each 
person represents one piece of the puzzle, and when 
all the pieces are put together you find the King-
dom of God. But suppose a few pieces decided they 
didn’t like their particular shape and wanted to look 
like the shapes next to them. Or what if some puzzle 
pieces decided they wouldn’t show up because they 
weren’t sure where they would fit in? It would be 

forever before you would get to see the Kingdom 
of God.

In the parable of the talents, the servant buries 
the treasure because he is afraid of losing it. He 
gives into his fear and it ends up costing him ev-
erything. Fear that is rooted in an uncertainty of 
our own worth can be like that. Fear of failure or 
rejection, or even the fear of being laughed at, can 
paralyze a person. Don’t let that happen to you.

Discover who God created you to be and be that 
person. Develop your gifts and when it comes time 
to face your creator you are bound to hear,“Well 
done.”

FAMILY RESPONSE

Ask each person to answer the question, 
“What do I think God wants from me?”

PERSONAL RESPONSE

What are some of your particular talents, 
gifts, and limitations? What do you want to 
remember from last week? What are you 
looking forward to next week? What are your 
concerns?



SACRAMENTS
RECONCILIATION 
Wednesdays and Saturdays at 11:00 AM.   Please  enter through door A1 (Courtyard Door). 
Health and Safety instructions will be posted.

BAPTISM 
All parents must take the Baptism Preparation Course. Call the Parish Office to sign up. 
Contact Fr. Steve to schedule a baptism date at 320-763-5781.

MARRIAGE  PREPARATION 
Members of the parish (or children of members) must arrange for marriage  at least 
6 months in advance. Contact the Parish Office for more information.

ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
Please call the Parish Office to arrange at 320-763-5781.

PARISH STAFF
Steve Binsfeld.......................320-763-5781
Pastor
Todd Wentworth...................320-763-5781
Parish Business Administrator
Laurie Youngers....................320-763-5781
Director of Music & Liturgy
Kathy Fischer........................320-762-2320 
Parish Nurse
Troy Sladek.............................320-763-5861
Principal & Elementary Faith Formation

Laurie Bienias.......................320-763-9202 
Logistics Coordinator
Tammy Huss..........................320-763-9202
Coordinator of Youth  Ministries 
Kathy Ballou...........................320-763-5781
Communications Coordinator 
Elmer Kobbermann............320-834-3103
Francie Peterson.................320-360-0325
Parish Trustees

CONTACT US NEW MEMBERS
www.stmaryalexandria.org

stmary@stmaryalexandria.org

320-763-5781

To register, stop by our Hospitality Desk 
located in the Commons Area of the 
church or visit our website to complete the 
registration online.

WEEKLY MASS SCHEDULE WEEKLY READINGS - NOV.   15
5:30 PM †  Memorial Mass for
Deceased Daughters of Isabella
8:30 AM † Doloris Lorsung
5:30 PM † Alvin Perkerewicz
8:30 AM † Don Waletzko
5:00 PM For the Parish
8:00 AM  † Mary Maudal
10:00AM † Gene Sullivan

Tue. 

Wed.
Thurs.
Fri.
Sat.
Sun.

RV 1:1-4; 2:1-5;  LK 18:35-43
RV 3:1-6, 14-22;  LK 19:1-10
Rv 4:1-11; Lk 19:11-28
RV 5:1-10; LK 19:41-44
RV 10:8-11; LK 19:45-48
Rv 11:4-12; Lk 20:27-40
EZ 34:11-12, 15-17; 1 COR 15:20-26, 28; 
MT 25:31-46

Mon.                   
Tue.
Wed. 
Thurs.      
Fri.      
Sat.
Sun.         
      

http://www.stmaryalexandria.org
mailto:stmary@stmaryalexandria.org


OUR THANKS TO THESE MERCHANTS FOR SUPPORTING OUR PARISH BULLETIN

Better Water: Pure & Simple
Sales, Rentals, Salt

763-6586   -   601 Nokomis St.

PERSONAL INJURY LAWYERS

Robert H. Pappenfus 
Thomas J. Pappenfus
Alexandria, MN 56308 

320-763-6688
web: www.pappenfus.com

PAPPENFUS

320.762.1144
HeartlandOrthopedics.com

NORTHWOODS
CONSTRUCTION LLC

Mike Klimek 320-766-8709
Dan Klimek 320-766-8690

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
722 6th Avenue East

Membership: Bob Neale, 320-762-8685
KC Hall Rental: John Leesch, 320-763-3644

Bingo: 
Wednesdays 2:00 PM & Sundays 7:00 PM

THORNTON, DOLAN, BOWEN, KLECKER & BURKHAMMER, PA
Attorneys At Law

1017 Broadway, Alexandria, MN

1210  Broadway St. S
320-763-3040

AQUARIUS - 84, INC.
Plumbing, Mechanical, 

& Hot Water Heat
763-3636 • 214 6th Ave. East

Alexandria, MN

A & E PLUMBING &
HEATING INC.

Water Heaters - Furnaces - Service Work 
763-6673

www.zimnyinsuranceagency.com

320-762-2124
Auto | Home | Business | Life | Health | LTC Ins.

1103 Broadway, Alexandria, MN

320.763.5556
raukfamilydentistry.com

762-1249
Residential/Commercial

320-834-5488

Viking Garage Door Co.
Doors & Openers

JANET SCHILTGEN
320-762-2528

Alexandria Electric
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

620 Oak Street South
ALEXANDRIA, MN 56308
763-5222            “Since 1945”

512 30th Avenue East, Alexandria, MN
320.762.5330

Ford • Chrysler
763-3126      Alexandria

320-763-3954

10 Minute OIL CHANGE
1318 Broadway, Alexandria, MN

320-763-5259

www.skidpro.com
877-378-4642

  Village Cooperative
62+ Senior Living 

320-219-7592

Call  320-763-5781
Advertise your 
business here

www.hilltoplbr.com
Alexandria • Glenwood

Parkers Prairie • Brandon

320-763-5200 | 406 Broadway
Alexandria, MN 56308

320-763-5600

“Mobilizing 
Churches to 
Transform 

Lives”

Love INC of Douglas County Lakes Area
Call to volunteer, donate or receive services!

44 Glenn Rd NW
320-759-3022

www.loveincdouglas.org

Mari Leuthner
320-760-2291

mari.coldwell@gmail.com
www.coldwellbankercrown.com

Made you look!
Call 320-763-5781

to advertise!


