DECEMBER 20, 2020
FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT

FROM OUR PASTOR
Dear Members of St. Mary’s Parish Community,
Isaiah and the other prophets in the Hebrew Scriptures make it clear that when the long awaited Messiah
comes—the first time at Bethlehem, when he comes into our lives today, when he comes at our deaths, finally
when he comes to judge the world—he expects that those who welcome him will have created a new heaven
and a new earth. He expects that we who welcome him will be living lives of peace and justice, lives of
Fr. Steve Binsfeld
compassionate, self-sacrificing charity.
Paul and the other Christian Scripture writers make it clear that you and I—the Church--together and individually, now play a
role like that of Mary. It is our assignment to “carry” Jesus, to be pregnant with Jesus, until he can be born again into the world.
When carrying a child, two things are important: To prepare the environment into which the child will be born, and to take
good care of oneself so that the child carried well will be born in good health.
I read an article by Jo Robinson and Jean Coppock Staehli in which they shared some Advent tips which amount to good
“prenatal” care as we bear and birth Jesus into our world.
1.

2.

3.

4.
5.

Remember those people who truly need our gifts. The reason we might find Christmas shopping so challenging much
of the time is that we are trying to buy things for people who really don’t need the stuff. The poor need food, shelter,
clothing, medical care and a modicum of comfort—not just at Christmas but all year. These are easily shopped for and
easily appreciated. Maybe adopt a special charity for the year—like Heifer International or Catholic Relief Services. Do
this as a family.
Express my love for family and friends in more direct ways than gifts. Those nearest usually don’t need any thing more.
What they now need, and have always needed, is ourselves, our love, our time, our energy and our talent. Let’s be with the
ones we love and tell them straightforwardly, “I love you.” Maybe the best gift is a card or letter letting each one in our
family know what they mean to us? I still have notes my parents wrote to me and some dear friends.
Rededicate myself to the spiritual growth of my family. Especially during high-stress times like holidays, we can be
tempted to fall into the trap of thinking of all we have done for the Church, for God and wondering why we aren’t getting
more out of it. Advent is a time to remember that neither God, nor the coming of Christ, nor the Church are our servants
or errand boys. It is not their job to answer our prayers—it is our job to allow Christ and the Church to convert us to doing
the will of God and to be better disciples of Jesus. Plan special prayer times. Procure a good prayer book like “Prayers for
the Domestic Church: A Handbook for Worship in the Home” by Father Edward Hayes. Make many family gatherings
special with prayers that appeal to the imagination.
Examine my holiday activities in light of the true spirit of Christmas. Nothing in our faith suggests that the Savior’s birth
is to be marked by manic shopping, overeating, by drunken partying. Everything suggests celebrating quietly with loved
ones and generously with those strangers who have little more than a borrowed stable.
Initiate one act of peacemaking with my family, my circle of friends, my neighborhood, my parish. It is the Prince of
Peace we are carrying. His birth brings “peace on earth to those of good will.” Yet, Christmas after Christmas we alienate
one another with our willfulness, our need to be right, our insistence that things be done our way. Let’s be at peace.

If we take good prenatal care of ourselves, Christ will have a happy birth in our hearts, our homes, our parish and our world. All
the best to you as we approach the Festival of Christmas together. Go on line and use the Prayer for the Christmas Meal
provided.
Father Steve

† We wish to offer our sympathy and promise of prayers
to the family and friends of Genevieve Muzik.

— BAPTISMS —
Harper Judith
Child of Blaine Wheeler & Ashley Schmidt

SUNDAY
OFFERINGS
Envelope
Electronic
Other

ACTUAL
18,602
$
5,176
1,153

BUDGET VARIANCE
23,904 $
(5,302)
$
9,769
(4,593)
1,058
95

For Dec. 13

$

24,931

$

YTD Offerings $

711,094

$

34,731 $

(9,800)

833,544 $ (122,450)

* Total year budget is spread equally over 52 weeks. Detailed
financial reports may be viewed at the Parish Office.

COMMUNITY NEWS
PRAYER CORNER
If you or someone you know in our
parish community is sick or ill, or has
a family member who could use our
prayers, please call our Parish Nurse,
Kathy Fischer, at 762-2320. Names
will be published for 6 weeks, and
renewed for an additional 6 weeks upon request.

CHRISTMAS MASS - Reservations will be required
for Christmas Mass. Go to stmaryalexandria.org for
reservations. If you don’t have internet access, call the
Parish Office at 763-5781 to make reservations.
Christmas Mass Schedule:
Christmas Eve at 2:30 PM, 4:00 PM & 5:30 PM
Christmas Day at 8:00 AM & 10:00 AM

Please remember the following people in your
prayers:
Betty Schlosser, Dan Woods, Andrew Herges,
Kevin Richmond, Sr., Rosemary Rehovsky, Marie
Peterson, Virginia Schultz, Sally Bellicot, Kathy
Bellicot, Mary Waldorf, Dianne Otto, Ronnie Le
Grange,
Brett Rima, Jerry Sacre, Lawrence
Cline, Dan Radford, Curt Hilgers, Jake, Ken Volk,
Linda Rakowski, Juleann Kelley, Jesse Zens,
Jody Koubsky, Kathy Moriarity, Chris Berg, Joan
Norman, Pat Osterberg, Lorraine Sellgren-Davis,
and Martha Roth.
I Will Light Candles This Christmas
I will light candles this Christmas,
Candles of joy despite all the sadness,
Candles of hope where despair keeps watch,
Candles of courage for fears ever present,
Candles of peace for tempest-tossed days,
Candles of grace to ease heavy burdens,
Candles of love to inspire all my living,
Candles that will burn all year long.
written by Howard Thurman (Nov, 18, 1899-April 10, 1981) author,
philosopher, theologian, educator and civil rights leader

A RECORDED CHRISTMAS
MASS WILL BE AVAILABLE
TO WATCH FROM HOME

ADVENT CONFESSION SCHEDULE
Sunday, December 20 at 1:00 PM
Wednesday, December 23 at 11:00 AM

•
•
•
•

Instructions for attending individual confession:
Masks and social distancing required
Stay in designated line while waiting for confessor
Exit church after confession
Keep confessions brief in order to reduce
exposure for confessors
A recorded Penance Service is available on:

•
•

OUR WEBSITE
EMAIL BLAST

•
•

FACEBOOK
OUR VIMEO SITE

ABOUT LIFE
Justice, Peace, and Integrity of Creation Committee (JPIC): Even though we have not been able to host events
this past year, we have continued to meet, mostly over Zoom, and have continued to try to stay focused on our
mission and goals. We thank all of you who have supported the Food Shelf either through our March, July and
November food drives or in any other way. Fair Trade coffee, tea and hot chocolate are still available on the cart
at the church office; if you haven’t tried any of the products yet, please consider doing so either for yourself or as
a gift. There have been and will continue to be bulletin updates on our Guatemala partnership. Another issue that
we have been studying is racism and we are trying to make ourselves aware of all the ways that it has affected us
as a country and individually. We hope to be able to make an online ‘course’ available to parishioners next year
related to this topic. Lastly, in this time of division throughout our communities, we want to thank each of you for all
you do in any small or large way to promote peace and justice. As Pope Francis has said “None of us can think we
are exempt from concerns for the poor and for social justice.”
“Did not he who made me in the womb make them? Did not the same one form us both within our
mothers?” - Job 31:15
Visit St. Mary’s Sanctity of Life online at sanctityoflifestm.org for information and resources.

FAITH FORMATION

stmreled@stmaryalexandria.org | 320-763-9202

YOUTH FAITH FORMATION

CLASS SCHEDULE
Grades 1, 3, 4 & 5:		
Jan. 6, 4:45 - 5:30 PM
Grades 6-8 (Wed):
Jan. 13, 6:00 - 7:00 PM
Grades 9-11 (Wed):		
Jan. 13, 7:30 - 8:30 PM
Grades 8-11 (Sun):		
Jan. 10, 6:30 - 7:30 PM
LIFE CONNECTIONS
DONATIONS
Life Connections (formerly
Birthright) is an organization
in Alexandria that provides
non-judgmental
support
to expectant women who
need help. Volunteers help
women from the moment a
pregnancy is suspected and
continue to help them after
the baby has been born.
Life Connections helps by providing pregnancy
tests, maternity and baby clothing, diapers,
diaper supplies, education, emergency financial
assistance, car seats, and much more. All help is
free and confidential.
Your family can help Life Connections help women
say YES to life! The Little Saints program (Sunday
School) will be collecting new or gently used baby
items throughout Advent. You may drop off your
donations in the Commons Area at church. (There
is a wooden box under the table by the bulletin
boards.) Thank you! What a wonderful way to
honor Mary and her baby Jesus!

Ideas: diapers, socks, wipes, rash cream,
unopened formula and baby food, crib sheets,
baby clothing (through size 5), gift cards
(grocery, gas, Target), maternity clothing, new
toys, boots, shoes, pacifiers, sippy cups, toys,
monetary donations, pull-ups, baby blankets,
quilts…

TWO Faith Formation Fundraisers - To support
our youth Mission Trips and Conferences next
summer, our Youth Faith Formation is offering two
fundraisers:
Catholic Jewelry & Rosary Online Fundraiser
totallycatholicfundraising.com/shop
use code STMALEX

Tiny Saints $5 Charms
Call the Faith Formation Office at:
320-763-9202 for purchasing details
(there are over 100 to choose from.)

ADULT FAITH FORMATION
PRAY THE ROSARY WITH US EACH MORNING!
Our prayers are united via conference call and
it’s very easy to do. Please unite your prayers with
ours and join us daily.
At 7:55 AM each morning dial: 712-775-7465 and
enter access code 653790#. You may introduce
yourself if you would like. You will be asked to mute
your phone when the rosary begins at 8:00 AM.
Questions:
Judy Clayton 320-333-9892 or
Diane Gay 320-766-7036
NEED SOME QUIET TIME WITH OUR LORD?
Eucharistic Adoration is available in our parish
church during the day. Below are a few open times if
you would like to sign up for a scheduled Holy Hour.
If you have any questions, please contact Sue
McCulloch at 320-491-7006 (text or call).
Tuesdays: 1:00 PM
Wednesdays: 12:00 PM & 6:00 PM

ST. MARY’S SCHOOL

St. Mary’s School educates the whole child within a nurturing Catholic Christian environment.
stmaryss@stmaryalexandria.org | 320-763-5861

Dear Parishioners,
Our Calendar Raffle ticket sales are underway! This is one of our two major fundraisers conducted at St. Mary‘s School and all the proceeds go directly towards the
school‘s operating expenses.
I encourage you to find a St. Mary‘s School family, purchase a ticket(s), and try your
chances at winning a cash prize. If you don‘t know a St. Mary‘s school family, there
are a variety of other ways to purchase your tickets:
While at Church:
1. Go to the Hospitality Desk.
2. Fill out your ticket(s).

ST. MARY‘S SCHOOL
CALENDAR RAFFLE
$20.00 Donation
PRIZES WILL BE AWARDED
MARCH 1, 2021 - FEBRUARY 28, 2022
Drawings for daily cash prizes will be held
February 26, 2021 at St. Mary‘s School

While on campus:
Stop by the school office
during school hours.

DAILY DRAWINGS
$100.00 1st of the Month
$50.00 15th of the Month

From your home:
3. Attach payment to
your ticket.
4. Drop in the Parish Drop Box.

$20.00 Monday - Saturday

Contact the School Office Call - 763-5861

(outside Parish office door)

5. Keep your copy.

$35.00 Sunday

Email stmaryss@stmaryalexandria.org

Being
one of our major fundraising campaigns, it is important to our school that
the calendar raffle is a success. With generous support from all of you, I am confident we will exceed our fundraising
goals for the year.
Best of luck and thanks for supporting St. Mary‘s School.
Mr. Sladek
SCHOOL HAPPENINGS
Magazine Sales and Renewals are taking place now
@ www.gaschoolstore.com
Use ID # 2582419
Substitute Teachers Wanted Contact Mr. Sladek for

more information

Support St. Mary’s School by Participating in:
Follow St. Mary’s School on Instagram and Facebook

CALENDAR RAFFLE WINNERS
12/13
12/14
12/15
12/16
12/17
12/18
12/19

Angie Ochsendorf, Alexandria
Agnes Byrne, Alexandria
Jill Close, Alexandria		
Heinecke Properties, Alexandria
Rachel Jahner, Alexandria
Joan Gates, Alexandria		
Lance Meyer, Alexandria

$35
$20
$50
$20
$20
$20
$20

Tapes for Education

stmarysschoolalexandria

St. Mary’s School Alexandria

LITURGICAL AND MUSICAL NOTES
THE LORD IS WITH YOU
The Gospel of the Annunciation tells us the story of an
angel inviting Mary to become the mother of the Messiah.
She asks how this is possible since she is unmarried and
has never been intimate with a man. She is told that the Holy
Spirit will come upon her, and she will conceive a son. With
great faith, Mary says yes to this mystery.

Our children are growing up in a world filled with fear and
uncertainty. They need the virtues of faith, hope and love
more than ever. They need faith in a God who will always
be there for them, and they need to trust that whatever
they require will be provided. If we hope to help them grow
in this faith we have to make sure they feel anchored in our
love, and God’s love.
Mary, Jesus’ mother, is the perfect model for every parent.
Imagine how strong Mary’s faith must have been to say
yes to God’s request. She was a young girl, probably in
her early teens. She was unmarried and knew the harsh
consequences of being unwed and pregnant. But still
she said yes, trusting that whatever she needed would be
provided.
Mary was open to God’s Spirit and allowed the Spirit to
work in her and through her. She said yes, and taught
her son to say yes. All through her life she modeled for
her son the virtues of faith, hope and love. She taught
him his prayers, and told him the stories of their faith.
She anchored him in her love, and encouraged him in his
mission.
Like Mary, we too are invited to model for our children the
faith, hope and love the Spirit is eager to share with us.
When Mary said yes and allowed the Spirit to work within
her, the world changed forever. We too are invited to live in
God’s spirit and teach our children to say yes to the Spirit’s
gifts so that, like Mary, we can be Christ-bearers to the
world around us.
FAMILY RESPONSE
As a family, write three short prayers, one each on faith,
hope and love. Say these prayers every night together
this week.
PERSONAL RESPONSE
Record the prayers your family wrote. Add your own
words to each prayer. What do you want to remember
from last week? What are you looking forward to next
week? What are your concerns?
Bringing Home the Gospel: Parent Reflections on the Sunday Gospels • Copyright © 2007, 2019 Judith Dunlap. Published by the Pastoral Center,
PastoralCenter.com. All rights reserved. Scripture passages have been taken from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright ©1989 by
the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A., and used by permission. All rights reserved.

PARISH HEALTH MINISTRY

LIFTING SPIRITS, TOUCHING LIVES
As I sat in church this past weekend, I was filled with a sense of
deep appreciation and gratitude. I looked around the church
and saw many volunteer ministers ensuring our liturgies
continue in a safe manner. I also saw parishioners with masks
on, sitting a distance apart, expressing hello and peace
enthusiastically, not as we are accustomed to, but greeting
each other just the same. Our lives have been changed by the
pandemic certainly, we all miss what was prior to the pandemic
just “an ordinary day.” We miss visits with the elderly, spending
time with our families, freely sharing a meal with friends, and
celebrating holidays. What has not changed is the resilience
and dedication of those in our parish and community who
continue to “live life” in a different manner, who do what is best
for the common good of all.
Quoting Harvard Health, “gratitude is thankful appreciation
for what an individual receives, whether tangible or intangible.
With gratitude, people acknowledge the goodness in
their lives. In the process, people usually recognize that
the source of that goodness lies at least partially outside
themselves. As a result, gratitude helps people connect to
something larger than themselves as individuals—whether
to other people, nature, or a higher power.”
Gratitude can be expressed and felt in multiple ways. It
can be to the past (retrieving positive memories and being
thankful for past blessings), the present (not taking good
fortune for granted), and the future (maintaining a hopeful
and optimistic attitude.). During uncertainty, gratitude may
help calm us, reduce fears and expectations, and ground us
in the present.
How does gratitude help us respond to our concerns of
COVID-19? During loss, how can we direct our attention
toward the gifts that remain in our lives and therefore build
resilience to face our challenges? According to an article
titled: ”Living Gratefully in the Times of Coronavirus,” some
possibilities include: 1) reflect on the goodness of others, the
sacrifices of health and service workers and all those selfquarantining, adjusting habits and lives, those working in
research, 2) Stay connected, via phone call, text, email, or a
written note, 3) Be generous, support local businesses and
organizations that serve others, 4) See the privilege of the
ordinary. Appreciate what is available., 5) Commit to what
sustains you; reinforce beliefs that help you have faith and
hope in difficult times.
If you are struggling with this concept of gratitude during
this pandemic, keep in mind too if you are having a hard
time feeling grateful; do not beat yourself up about your
feelings. Give yourself the grace to process your feelings.
Do not minimize your own loss, you can feel grateful and sad.
Conflicting emotions are not uncommon. Appreciate the
things that make you smile throughout the day; it can be as
simple as that.
Wishing you a very Merry Christmas and a Hope Filled New
Year!

SACRAMENTS
RECONCILIATION
Wednesdays and Saturdays at 11:00 AM. Please enter through door A1 (Courtyard Door).
Health and Safety instructions will be posted.
BAPTISM
All parents must take the Baptism Preparation Course. Call the Parish Office to sign up.
Contact Fr. Steve to schedule a baptism date at 320-763-5781.
MARRIAGE PREPARATION
Members of the parish (or children of members) must arrange for marriage at least
6 months in advance. Contact the Parish Office for more information.
ANOINTING OF THE SICK
Please call the Parish Office to arrange at 320-763-5781.

WEEKLY MASS SCHEDULE

Tue. 5:30 PM † Perry Meyer
Wed. 8:30 AM † Beverly Ann Gronos
Thurs. 2:30 PM † Oscar Dalle
4:00 PM † Christopher Ficenec
5:30 PM † † Jack & Tel Bock
Fri.
8:00 AM †† Frank & Karen Gadow
10:00 AM †† Edward & Jeanette Binsfeld
Sat. 5:00 PM For the Parish
Sun. 8:00 AM †† Kevin & Chad Eddy
10:00AM ††Mary Kay & Ruth Partington

WEEKLY READINGS - DEC. 20
Mon.
Tue.
Wed.
Thurs.
Fri.
Sat.
Sun.

SG 2:8-14; LK 1:39-45
1 SM 1:24-28; LK 1:46-56
MAL 3:1-4, 23-24; LK 1:57-66
2 SM 7:1-5, 8B-12, 14A, 16; LK 1:67-79
Is 62:11-12; Ti 3:4-7; Lk 2:15-20
ACTS 6:8-10; 7:54-59; MT 10:17-22
SIR 3:2-6, 12-14; COL 3:12-21;
LK 2:22-40

PARISH STAFF
Steve Binsfeld.......................320-763-5781
Laurie Bienias.......................320-763-9202
Pastor
Logistics Coordinator
Todd Wentworth...................320-763-5781
Tammy Huss..........................320-763-9202
Parish Business Administrator
Coordinator of Youth Ministries
Laurie Youngers....................320-763-5781
Kathy Ballou...........................320-763-5781
Director of Music & Liturgy
Communications Coordinator
Kathy Fischer........................320-762-2320
Elmer Kobbermann............320-834-3103
Parish Nurse
Francie Peterson.................320-360-0325
Parish Trustees
Troy Sladek.............................320-763-5861
Principal & Elementary Faith Formation

CONTACT US

NEW MEMBERS

www.stmaryalexandria.org

To register, stop by our Hospitality Desk
located in the Commons Area of the
church or visit our website to complete the
registration online.

stmary@stmaryalexandria.org
320-763-5781

OUR THANKS TO THESE MERCHANTS FOR SUPPORTING OUR PARISH BULLETIN
Better Water: Pure & Simple
Sales, Rentals, Salt
763-6586 - 601 Nokomis St.

Village Cooperative
62+ Senior Living
320-219-7592

NORTHWOODS
CONSTRUCTION LLC

Mike Klimek 320-766-8709
Dan Klimek 320-766-8690

AQUARIUS - 84, INC.

Plumbing, Mechanical,
& Hot Water Heat
763-3636 • 214 6th Ave. East
Alexandria, MN

320-763-3954
THORNTON, DOLAN, BOWEN, KLECKER & BURKHAMMER, PA
Attorneys At Law
1017 Broadway, Alexandria, MN

320.762.1144
HeartlandOrthopedics.com

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
722 6th Avenue East

www.zimnyinsuranceagency.com

320-762-2124

Auto | Home | Business | Life | Health | LTC Ins.
1103 Broadway, Alexandria, MN

Ford • Chrysler
763-3126 Alexandria

512 30th Avenue East, Alexandria, MN

320.762.5330

1210 Broadway St. S
320-763-3040

Membership: Bob Neale, 320-762-8685
KC Hall Rental: John Leesch, 320-763-3644
Bingo:
Wednesdays 2:00 PM & Sundays 7:00 PM

www.skidpro.com

877-378-4642

A & E PLUMBING &
HEATING INC.

Water Heaters - Furnaces - Service Work

763-6673
Alexandria Electric

Viking Garage Door Co. 320.763.5556
Doors & Openers
raukfamilydentistry.com
JANET SCHILTGEN
320-762-2528
Residential/Commercial

320-834-5488

762-1249

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR
620 Oak Street South
ALEXANDRIA, MN 56308
763-5222

“Since 1945”

www.hilltoplbr.com

320-763-5600

Alexandria • Glenwood
Parkers Prairie • Brandon

“Mobilizing
Churches to
Transform
Lives”

320-763-5200 | 406 Broadway
Alexandria, MN 56308

Love INC of Douglas County Lakes Area

Call to volunteer, donate or receive services!

Call 320-763-5781
Advertise your
business here

44 Glenn Rd NW
320-759-3022
www.loveincdouglas.org

10 Minute OIL CHANGE
1318 Broadway, Alexandria, MN

320-763-5259

Made you look!
Call 320-763-5781
to advertise!

Mari Leuthner
320-760-2291
mari.coldwell@gmail.com

www.coldwellbankercrown.com

PAPPENFUS
PERSONAL INJURY LAWYERS

Robert H. Pappenfus
Thomas J. Pappenfus
Alexandria, MN 56308
320-763-6688
web: www.pappenfus.com

