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The Importance of Authority
Jesus began to teach in the synagogues, and people listened to him. On one occasion a possessed man 
entered and began to shout at Jesus. The people were astonished when Jesus drove the evil spirit out of 
him. Jesus’ fame began to spread throughout Galilee.

Jesus is listened to because he teaches with au-
thority. The tone of his voice, his inflection, 
makes people take notice. Projecting that image 

of authority is important for parents too. I learned 
that lesson when my oldest son was five.

As a youngster I hated hearing my parents say, 
“Because I told you so.”When my first child was 
born I resolved that I would never say those words 
to my children.

It took me five years to realize the importance 
of developing a voice and look that conveyed those 
words of absolute authority.

I was feeding two toddlers when my oldest came 
in the house, accidentally bringing in a huge wasp. 
Big flying bugs scare me silly, but I knew I could not 
show panic. I would take care of the wasp—after my 
children were safely away. I asked Roger Andy to 
take his brother and sister out of the room. Instead 
of moving toward them, he sat down and asked me, 
“Why?” My quick explanation was met with anoth-
er, “Why?” By the third “Why?”, I met his eye, gave 
him the look, and in a monotone two octaves lower 
than normal, commanded: “Because I told you so.” 
He grabbed his two siblings and left.

Later, I thanked him for rescuing Kristin and 
James. I would like to say I proceeded to answer all 
his questions about wasps, but I didn’t (I was nev-
er the perfect mom). But I did learn an important 
lesson that day. There are certain times when a par-
ent needs to speak with attention-getting authori-
ty. Make sure one of those times is when you are 
talking about the gospel—delivered in your every-
day voice and without “the look.”

FAMILY RESPONSE

Discuss the different people of authority in 
your lives. Help your children understand 
that even adults have people who have power 
over them.

PERSONAL RESPONSE

How do you respond to authority? Are you 
careful in how you use your authority over 
your children? What do you want to remem-
ber from last week? What are you looking 
forward to next week? What are your con-
cerns?


