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A NOTE FROM FATHER MATTHEW
of their good deeds? I am
reminded of a line from the
Book of Sirach that we often use
at funeral Masses:

Dear brothers and sisters in
Christ Jesus,
We set aside the month of
November to remember and
pray for those who have died.
Pope Francis recently extended
the All Souls Day indulgences to
the whole month of November
to encourage us to offer our
prayers and sacrifices each day
for the salvation of souls.
As we are in this reflective
mood, looking back with
thanksgiving to those who
have gone before us, we might
ask ourselves: how well are we
honoring them and the legacies
they have entrusted to us? Are
we being good stewards of the
gifts they have bequeathed
to us? Are we imitating their
virtues and retelling the stories

“I will now praise the godly, our
ancestors…their virtues have not
been forgotten. Their wealth
remains in their families,
their heritage with their
descendants. Their bodies are
buried in peace, but their name
lives on and on. At gatherings
their wisdom is retold, and

Are we being
good stewards of
the legacy of the
previous generations
of our families and
our parishes? Are
we continuing their
legacy of virtue, and

the assembly proclaims their
praises.” This author knew the
value of passing on the good
stories we have received and
fostering the growth of virtue in
our children by celebrating the
virtues of our ancestors.
Are we being good stewards
of the legacy of the previous
generations of our families and
our parishes? Are we continuing
their legacy of virtue, and
retelling the stories of their
good example? Our ancestors
have inspired us to grow in
virtue; are we passing on that
same inspiration to the next
generations? Our kids need real
heroes, not just movie heroes.
Ours is a legacy of stewardship,
and we are the stewards of this
great legacy. By God’s grace, may
we be good stewards, reinvesting
ourselves in our families, our
parishes, and our community.

retelling the stories of

Peace in Christ,

their good example?

Father Matthew Kuhn

At gatherings their wisdom is retold, and
the assembly proclaims their praises.
- Sirach 44:15
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PENS & PALS
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Whatsoever you do to the
least of your brothers and
sisters, you do unto me.
- Matthew 25:40
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A St. Mary’s
Faith-Based
Outreach Program
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A NEW St. Mary’s Ministry!

Pens & Pals is a new St. Mary’s ministry that offers inclusion in adult faith formation
to parishioners with disabilities. This outreach program will engage parish volunteers in
partnering with persons with disabilities in a variety of any-age, any-ability activities.
Spiritual Care Goals:
• To provide friendship and inclusion to our parishioners with disabilities
• To build a bond between parishioners of all abilities
Charitable Care Goals:
• To provide a variety of activities for partnered parish members to enjoy together
• To extend shared activities with other parishioners in need
Participants and volunteers will meet once a month in the Great Hall. They will enjoy a meal
together, open with prayer and engage in activities. Come love and serve persons in our faith
community with disabilities! Sign up at stmaryalexandria.org.

To Learn More:

Contact the Parish Office or sign up on our website:
320-763-5781 | stmary@stmaryalexandria.org | stmaryalexandria.org
We are looking for both participants and volunteers.
Training & Support will be provided.
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COMMUNITY OF COMPASSION
ST. MARY’S BEREAVEMENT MINISTRY
BY CHAR HANSON, RN, BSN
The Community
of Compassion
Ministry is a
phone support
ministry
for
parish families
who have had
the sad loss of a
loved one.

volunteers. After volunteers are trained, I provide
them with contact information to reach out to the
bereaved. I also contact the bereaved parishioners
to share the volunteer’s contact information, and
provide follow-up as needed. Several of the original
volunteers, all widowed persons, have remarried
or moved. COVID also provided an incentive to
look at updating the initial outreach. At this time,
a subcommittee of the Community of Compassion
Ministry is forming to reassess our present program
When I moved and potentially add additional resources and means
here 10 years ago and was planning my retirement of support.
from Public Health Nursing, I visited with Kathy
Fischer, our Faith Community Nurse. I had been a As a widowed person, I recall the fragile way
volunteer Parish Nurse in my previous parish after life seemed after the death of my spouse. The
completing my certification through the Concordia Community of Compassion Ministry can provide
College Parish Nurse program.
additional support during this sad and difficult
time of change in life.
Kathy had been hoping to offer a St. Mary’s support
ministry for families in bereavement. After visiting More information is available, contact:
a few times, she developed a training program in Kathy Fischer at 320-763-5781, ext. 203
which widowed persons would be bereavement Char Hanson at 320-759-1059.

TO LIVE IN HEARTS
WE LEAVE BEHIND
IS NOT TO DIE
THOMAS CAMPBELL
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What is Advent?
A season of hope, preparation,
EXPECTATION & celebration

The ADVENT
WREATH
is a popular
symbol used as
the focus of prayer
throughout the
season

Advent is made up of four weeks, divided
into two periods:
1) First two weeks:
FOCUS: Christ’s second coming
at the end of time
2) Last two weeks:
FOCUS: Preparation for celebrating
the birth of Jesus Christ

Through prayer, spiritual reading, acts of
charity, and participation in the Eucharist,
Advent helps us to expand the meaning of
our lives, so we are not ends in ourselves,
but a people who seek Christ as our
hopeful end and joyful fulfillment.

Come, Lord Jesus!

MEANS

“a coming or
arrival”
Advent is more than the
preparation for Christ’s
birth. It also celebrates the
three-fold coming of the
Lord:
• Remembering the
events that surrounded
the Lord’s coming long
ago
• Celebrating his
presence in his living
Body, the Church
• Looking forward to
his final coming in
glory

The first Sunday of Advent marks the
beginning of the liturgical year

Our prayer at Advent is
one of hope and love:

“Advent” (Latin)

CANDLES
mark the
steps in
our Advent
journey

CHRISTMAS LITURGY SCHEDULE
Christmas Eve 4:00 PM & 7:00 PM
(incense used at 7:00 PM Mass)

Christmas Day 9:00 AM
*The Sunday Mass obligation is still observed. Our normal weekend Mass times will remain:
Saturday, Dec. 25 at 5:00 PM, Sunday, Dec. 26 at 8:00 & 10:00 AM

RECONCILIATION SERVICES INDIVIDUAL CONFESSION
December 5
3:00 - 5:00 PM & 6:00 - 8:00 PM

(This is a brief service followed by individual
confessions. Several priests will be available.)

Every Saturday during Advent
2:00 - 4:30 PM
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ST. MARY’S FOUNDATION

SUPPORTING GOD’S GREAT COMMISSION
“Go forth and make disciples of
all nations.” The great commission
announced by Jesus to his twelve
apostles is as relevant today as
it was back then. He is charging
us with that same incredible
mission. Spread the Gospel,
make disciples, and convert
souls. We do this by being
God’s hands and feet, bringing
salt and light into the world.
With this ideal in place, we need
both “senders” and “doers.”
Everyone is at a different place
in their walk with Christ, and
equipped to serve different
roles. Some people may have
a willingness to serve, but
not the financial means to do
so. Others have the resources
but not the ability, time, or
capacity to serve those in need.
Enter St. Mary’s Foundation.
St. Mary’s Foundation (SMF) has
been in practice for years now;
however an official initiative
was started in 2016 to bring
more organization and focus on
growing this Foundation, with the
primary purpose of supporting
the endeavors of The Church
of St. Mary. Another critical
component of the Foundation is
that funds are 100%
separate from the
St. Cloud Diocese,
St. Mary’s church,
St. Mary’s School
and the entire church
administration. This level
of separation ensures
that the funds in SMF
will only be used to help
6

stmaryalexandria.org | WINTER 2021

with God’s work and the needs of
our community. Funds are invested
with Community Giving, which
is headquartered in St. Cloud,
and consists of other partner
community foundations here
in Alexandria, Brainerd, Carver
County, greater St. Cloud area and
Willmar. Community Giving is
able to leverage greater financial
resources with centralized services
for greater impact at the local level.

A board of directors, made up
of parish community members,
meets quarterly to handle
administrative functions of the
Foundation, a 501(C)(3), and to
vote on fund requests from the
parish community. SMF started
out with $150,000 in funds
in 2016. Through donations,
bequests and strong market
growth, SMF currently has over
$700,000 under management!

The broader idea of SMF is similar
to the goal of any foundation
really. Manage and grow the
asset balance in a responsible and
sustainable way, while giving back
a certain percentage of interest to
the community for God’s works
(usually expressed as a percentage
of the fund growth). Eventually,
as the account principle grows
(through bequests, donations,
and stock market returns), so too
will the amount the Foundation
is able to donate back to the
community. This creates a longterm, sustainable fund where
many people’s donations added
together can give significant,
long-lasting, legacy-type charitable
giving to the community, versus
a one-time use of donated funds.

SMF focuses on four areas of
giving: 1) Vocations, 2) Facilities,
3) School & Faith Formation,
4) Music & Liturgy. Since 2016,
SMF has supported youth mission
trips, individual mission trips,
St. Mary’s School, and covered
large and unexpected non-budgeted
purchases for St. Mary’s church.
Here’s a brief highlight of just
a few of the specific causes the
Foundation has helped with.

VOCATIONS
In 2018 SMF supported the
Diocese of St. Cloud Hispanic
Catechetical Formation with
$3,100 to sponsor 61 men
and women on a two-year
formation program to be
catechetical instructors for the
Hispanic communities
in the diocese.

SCHOOL & FAITH
FORMATION
SMF has been active
in supporting youth in
faith formation over
the last few years to the

the tune of nearly $50,000! The
most notable experiences supported
were the Grenada mission trip
and multiple National Catholic
Youth Conference (NCYC)
biannual trips. Grenada was an
impactful international mission
trip where 23 Catholic kids from
the community were sent abroad
in July of 2018 to help bring
Christ to the people of Grenada.
Additionally, SMF helped support
a single individual who spent 9
months serving in Africa on a sole
mission. In 2017, 2019 and 2021
SMF has helped cost share to send
57 youth to NCYC, which helps
join Catholic youth in events to
strengthen their relationship with
Jesus while also bonding with
other kids their age in worshiping
Jesus. Mass, Eucharistic Adoration,
educational lectures, team
building activities, Christian
music concerts and just general
Christian fellowship highlight
their meaningful time together.
Additionally, in 2020 SMF
supported St. Mary’s School with a

$16,000 gift for the addition of 15
interactive displays in classrooms.

“senders” and “doers” to help being
God’s touch to ordinary daily life.

MUSIC & LITURGY
SMF contributed $50,000
The Church of St. Mary’s new
audiovisual sound system. The
acoustical struggles of St. Mary’s
Church are well known and an
upgrade was needed. Additionally,
the recent pandemic created a need
for Mass broadcasts to support
those unable to join us physically
at church. The new AV system
was just in time to meet this new
need, as well as enhancing the
worship experience of all those
physically in the church building.
It was a significant, unexpected
expense that the church didn’t
have to shoulder entirely out of the
ordinary giving or yearly budget.

For more information on
SMF or to request help
funding your disciplemaking mission, visit:
stmaryalexandria.org/
st-marys-foundation

These are exactly the type of
community needs that SMF was
designed to support; giving longterm, legacy charitable giving from
bequests and donations to last
many lifetimes, while connecting
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