
The Church of St Mary 

Justice, Peace and Integrity of Creation Committee 

Meeting Minutes:  12-8-21 

Submitted by Ruth Grundman 

 

Present:  Mary Jane Reif, Polly Stephens, Sr Rita VonHoltum, Rita Winters, Julie 

Desautels, LeeAnn Sticha(via phone), Ruth Grundman 

 

Opening Prayer:  Ruth led us in prayer 

 

Announcements: 

Rita W. - Tri parish bulletin came out this past weekend 

 

LeeAnn – Our committee will serve coffee & rolls after the two Sunday masses.  We 

choose to do this on May 22.  We will choose workers at the May meeting. 

 

Sanctity of Life Report:  Julie Desautels 

1. “What to Say When” sessions will be held to explain the church’s teaching on 

abortion. 

2. January 16, 2022 – Emily R from Equal Rights Institute (ERI) will be speaking. 

3. January 23, 2022 – A pro life prayer service will be held.  This is Respect Life 

Sunday. 

 

Bulletin Articles:   

LeeAnn will be putting the article in the Christmas weekend bulletin 

 

Key points on 2022 planning discussion: 

*The Diocese is forming groups to speak to the parishes about the upcoming synod on 

Listening and Encountering in 2023.  Pope Francis wants the synod to be for the lay 

people.  Kristen Colberg is the only America theologian on committee with the pope. 

 

*We talked about picking an area of interest and focusing on that.  Poverty, hunger and 

homelessness received the most interest in the JPIC survey so we decided that would be 

our focus.  Environmental stewardship is also important.  The study of Pope Francis’ 

encyclicals – Laudato Si and Fratelli Tutti also speak of these concerns. 

 

*Julie talked about a Transition Program starting up through Life Connections.  They 

need mentors to follow up with women trying to set goals and make positive changes in 

their lives. 

 

*We need something our parish can get involved in – to touch their emotions & feelings. 

 

*LeeAnn mentioned MN Our Home from MN Catholic Council as a resource study 

session about the environment. 

 

*We will finalize what JPIC will be doing to address poverty, hunger & homelessness at 

our January meeting. 

 

Closing Prayer:  Polly led us in a closing prayer. 


