JUNE 12, 2022
THE MOST HOLY TRINITY

PA R I S H B U S I N E S S A D M I N I ST R ATO R U P DAT E
We have two significant employee changes. Erin Takle has accepted a full-time position
as St. Mary’s Music Coordinator. Erin has been working for St. Mary’s in a part-time role since 2017. Erin will
continue her emphasis working with the youth in the school, faith formation, VBS, and various groups and choirs.
Megan Bristow has been hired as an additional 6th grade teacher this fall. Our increasing enrollment led to the
need for a 2nd teacher for grade 6. Megan has been serving as a substitute teacher for the past several years and
was a full-time teacher 2012-2015. Please help me in congratulating both Erin and Megan as they further
strengthen our parish community.
While we continue to pray for all those negatively affected by the multiple storms this spring,
St. Mary’s was not entirely free from damage. With the tornado on May 12, the cemetery did lose a number of
trees that were promptly cutup by the work team. The church had some minor damage to the doors nearest the
courtyard as well as some wind damage to the shingled roof. Over Memorial Day weekend, we received damage
to our chiller unit that handles our air conditioning in the church. Power surges from this storm damaged a
compressor and various controls. This is why it was a little on the warm side that Sunday. Insurance has been
contacted for both incidents.
The Finance Council approved our
for the upcoming 2022-23 fiscal year that
begins July 1. The plan invests in focused efforts on better living out our mission “by living the Eucharist”. We are
all aware of and are dealing with significant inflation and our parish expenses are no different. Our parish
community will need everyone to step up in sharing the blessings of time, talent and treasure. The plan calls for
5% increase in offertory collections and 100% sales of our parish raffle tickets to make the budget work. I believe
our plan is good and the people of St. Mary’s will continue to sacrificially share their blessings to keep our parish
vibrant. Because of our engaged parishioners, we are able to host parish missions like we did with ValLimar. We
shelter the homeless as we did with Hope Haven and continued support through our Caring & Sharing ministry.
We can feed the hungry through food drives for the local food shelf and by hosting the Harvest Pack food
packing event. These are just a few examples of how we live the Eucharist.
May you and your family have a safe and enjoyable summer. For those visiting Alexandria for graduation parties,
weddings, vacation, or just because – welcome! Thank you for sharing your spirit with us!
With gratitude,
Todd Wentworth
National Eucharistic Revival Diocesan Kickoff - Solemnity of the Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ
Saturday, June 18 at 1:00 PM at St. Mary’s Cathedral, St. Cloud
Join us for the diocesan kickoff of the National Eucharistic Revival. The day includes keynoter Father Derek
Wiechmann, witness speakers, reflections, small group activities and refreshments. Eucharistic adoration and
confession will be available. The day concludes with 5:00 PM Mass with the bishop, including a Corpus Christi
procession. The event is FREE and all are welcome.
THANK YOU to the following for serving the funeral
luncheon of:
Arlene Muzik - Sue Dumm, Joyce Burghardt and Team 2

SUNDAY
OFFERINGS
Envelope
Electronic
Other

$

† We wish to offer our sympathy and promise of

For June 5

$

35,873

prayers to the family and friends of Thomas Herzog,
Arlene Muzik, Harold “Harry” Bettin, and Tim
Fitzgerald.

YTD Offerings $

1,764,133

ACTUAL
24,179
9,401
2,293

$

BUDGET VARIANCE
23,385 $
794
10,212
(811)
1,708
585
35,305 $

568

$ 1,729,945 $

34,188

$

* Total year budget is spread equally over 52 weeks. Detailed
fiinancial reports may be viewed at the Parish Office.

COMMUNITY NEWS
PRAYER CORNER
If you or someone you know in our
parish community is sick or ill, or
has a family member who could use
our prayers, please call our Faith
Community Nurse, Kathy Fischer, at
762-2320. Names will be published
for 6 weeks, and renewed for an additional 6 weeks
upon request.
Please remember these people in your prayers:
Betty Schlosser, Dan Woods, Kevin Richmond, Sr.,
Virginia Schultz, Mary Waldorf, Lawrence Cline,
Dan Radford, Ben Smith, Emily Lambert, Vicky
Revering, Ken Volk, Deb Anderson, Tyler Pomorin,
Barb Brower, Jennifer Kack, Christine Striefel,
Bob Meyers, Marilyn Carlson, Teresa Montanez,
Julie (Jasken) Jenson, Dennis Dischler, Mary Volk,
Diane Johnson, Jeannie Thompson, and Marian
Pappenfus.

GRAVE MATTERS The last items for the completion
of the monument lifting device have arrived. In the next
week we will be testing and making modifications. The
goal is to get everything straight, up to grade and on a
base that will be good for the next 100 years. Please
look at your family monuments soon. If your loved one’s
monuments have poured concrete bases or the bases
are cracked, talk to us about what needs to be done to
fix them. We will need to leave them as is if there is no
plan for repair. This is a huge project that every capable
person is asked to share some time to complete.
Schedule of workdays to follow soon.
MISSION QUILTERS will be meeting to tie quilts on
Monday, June 13, in the Great Hall. Come join us at
12:00 PM and enjoy the handy work of our quilters.
For more info, call Joyce at 320-763-7615 or Gwen at
218-791-3768

KNIGHTS IN ACTION - On May 10 about 20
members of the Ave Maria of the Runestone
Knights of Columbus met to clean the road
ditches along I94 for one mile on either side
of the MN 29 exit. About 55 large trash bags were filled
with debris from along the road. Thanks to the Knights,
the gateway to Alexandria is a little nicer. See the back of
the bulletin for ways to join.

ABOUT LIFE
SANCTITY OF LIFE

JUSTICE, PEACE & INTEGRITY OF CREATION (JPIC)

The Sanctity of Life Group
will not be meeting during
the summer months.
All are invited to a Community
Pro-Life Meeting on Monday, June 13
7:00-8:00 PM at New Life Christian
Church, 1910 County Rd 82 SE,
Alexandria. For more info, call Nevin
320-491-6654.

This is a personal story told to me by a friend in Tulsa, OK that
happened after the Tulsa medical facility shootings. The family
does not allow open TV for their children so were not aware of the
shootings in Tulsa, OK. Their one program is Wheel of Fortune. That
day as the younger child turned on the TV for Wheel of Fortune, it
had been preempted and was showing the killings at the Medical
Center in Tulsa. The child rushed to his mother screaming “MOM,
THEY ARE KILLING PEOPLE AGAIN”. As his mother tried to
comfort him he said “THEY ARE GOING TO MAKE THEM STOP
AREN’T THEY?” How important is that question mark? ?

FAITH FORMATION

stmreled@stmaryalexandria.org | 320-763-9202
YOUTH FAITH FORMATION
We had such a fun and exciting time this past week
here at St. Mary’s with Vacation Bible School –
Down on the Farm! It looked like a true farmyard
here at St. Mary’s when Randy Kinney brought a
few of his little lambs for the children to see, which
was a big hit! Many thanks to him for taking the
time and effort to make this happen.
We set a new attendance record this year with 140
kids attending (Age 4 – Grade 3). We would not be
able to put on such a large event without the help
of many, many volunteers. We had teenagers,
parents and grandparents all pitching in to make
it a successful week. We would like to express our
gratitude to the following people:
Sara Anderson
Teresa Bitzan
AJ Braatz
Addy Bugher
Grace Bugher
Maddi Buysse
Katie Cass
Janell Eddy
Sara Eddy
Brody Freier
Julie Freier
Barb Friederichs
Sam Hamann
Emma Hawkins
Austen Hegg
Rebecca Heyn
Montana Hinnenkamp
Livia Jameson
Tammy Justin
Jennifer Kaweesa
Henry Klecker
Patrick Klecker
Lilly Klimek

Kora Kulzer
Maryln Lehmkuhl
Maria Mayer
Angie Nelson
Brooke Nelson
Julia Nelson
Shelby Nelson
Elsie Olson
Selby Olson
Max Patrick-Dropik
Lindsey Rauk
Erika Rhode Braatz
Alex Rodriguez
Izzy Rodriguez
Lucy Sanden
Christi Smith
Olivia Steidl
Sophia Swanson
Stella Wallin
Levi Weber
Brayden Zollner
Michelle Zollner
Olivia Zollner

ADULT FAITH FORMATION
All are welcome to join the TUESDAY EVENING
ZOOM BIBLE STUDY 6:30 - 7:30 PM. The
upcoming Sunday readings are studied. For
more information, contact Mike Sponsler at
sponslermc@gmail.com

CATHOLIC WOMEN STUDY
Mornings of Grace Bible Study,
Angels: The Power, the Mystery, the Presence
Saturdays, June 4, 11, 18, 25
No cost, no homework
8:00 - 10:00 AM in the Lighthouse
For information contact Lori Mayer- Perowitz
320-760-3454 or catholicwomenstudy@ gmail. com
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
Sharing One Hour with the Lord
Eucharistic Adoration is one way you can make
prayer and spending time with the Lord a greater
priority in your life. Our Blessed Sacrament Chapel
is open Monday through Friday. Please consider
being a regular adorer for our chapel.
OPEN TIMES
Wednesday, 6:00 - 7:00 AM
Thursday, 4:00 - 5:00 PM
For more information please contact Sue McCulloch
320-491-7006 or tscamcculloch@charter.net

PTSD?

WHAT
WHAT
IS PTSD?
IS

PARISH HEALTH MINISTRY
LIFTING SPIRITS, TOUCHING LIVES

Posttraumatic stress disorder, or PTSD, is a mental health concern that
some people develop after they see or experience a traumatic event.

7 to 8%

of the U.S. population will
have PTSD at some point
in their lives.

What it’s like to have PTSD may be
different for everyone. There are
four types of PTSD symptoms.

Reliving or
re-experiencing
the event

Avoidance

■ Nightmares

■ Avoiding crowds

■ Flashbacks

■ Avoiding certain smells,

■ Triggers

■ Avoiding talking or

sights, or sounds

thinking about the event

Hyperarousal or
being on guard

Negative changes
in beliefs and feelings

■ Being jittery or overly alert

■ Losing interest in things

■ Difficulty sleeping or
concentrating

■ Feeling angry or irritable

Do you have PTSD Symptoms?
■ Hear Veterans share their experiences with PTSD and PTSD
treatment at AboutFace
■ Learn about and compare effective treatment options using
the PTSD Treatment Decision Aid
■ Explore the National Center for PTSD website for information,
videos, and tools to help manage PTSD: www.ptsd.va.go

you used to enjoy

■ Feeling guilty or ashamed
■ Unable to trust others

LITURGICAL NOTES
JESUS TALKS ABOUT THE SPIRIT
Jesus is about to leave his disciples. He tells them he has much more to teach them but they are not ready
yet to hear it. He promises, “When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth...” (v. 13).
The bedrock of our Christian faith rests on the
mystery of the Trinity—our belief in a Triune God,
one God in three persons. For years, I categorized
to whom I prayed: praise to God, the Father; dayto-day help from my friend, Jesus; and on test
days, prayers went directly to the Holy Spirit.
There is no problem praying in this way. It just got
confusing for me when I began to imagine each
person in the Trinity as a sort of individual power
beacon.

an inkling of our place in it.
Keep yourself open to the mystery of our selfrevealing God and teach your children to be
open, too. We live in an age of instant answers.
Encourage your children to explore and discover
the mysteries of this earth. But remind them
that there are some mysteries that can only be
revealed when you allow them to unfold.

FAMILY RESPONSE
Our human understanding is limited, so when we Make a list of all the names and titles you know
speak about God, we speak of three persons. that refer to Jesus and God. Ask each person to
But we know there is only one God. The Trinity choose his or her favorite name
is not like three signal towers sending out waves
of power or grace. God’s power is not static; it is PERSONAL RESPONSE
dynamic. God is love, a dynamic love that is always What is your personal image of God? How has it
in motion, always in relationship—Father, Son and changed over the years?
Spirit.
The self-revealing mystery of God is like a
whirlpool of love, spilling out into and through all of
creation, returning in a whirlwind of love. It is in this
overflowing, ever-returning circle of love that we
find God’s power and grace. When we get caught
up in that whirlwind, we experience the Spirit of
Truth, and begin to know God beyond words or
definition. The mystery is not solved; we just get

Bringing Home the Gospel: Parent Reflections on the Sunday
Gospels • Copyright © 2007, 2018 Judith Dunlap. Published by the
Pastoral Center, PastoralCenter.com. All rights reserved. Scripture
passages have been taken from the New Revised Standard Version
Bible, copyright ©1989 by the Division of Christian Education of the
National Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A., and used by
permission. All rights reserved.

ST. MARY’S SCHOOL

St. Mary’s School educates the whole child within a nurturing Catholic Christian environment.
stmaryss@stmaryalexandria.org | 320-763-5861

CALENDAR RAFFLE WINNERS
6/5/22		
6/6/22		
6/7/22		
6/8/22		
6/9/22		
6/10/22
6/11/22		

Renee Sanden, Garfield
Hoa Nguyen, Revere, MA
Eric Gronholz, Alexandria
Shaun Mateer, Alexandria
Kelly Salfer, Wabasso		
Jane Sirek, Alexandria		
Tony Castle, Alexandria		

35.00
20.00
20.00
20.00
20.00
20.00
20.00

SCHOOL HAPPENINGS
We are accepting applications for (2) Board of Education
positions. Applications are available in the Parish office.
Support St. Mary’s School by Participating in:
Tapes for Education

Follow St. Mary’s School on Instagram and Facebook
stmarysschoolalexandria

St. Mary’s School Alexandria

SACRAMENTS
RECONCILIATION
Saturdays from 3:00 - 4:30 PM in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel.
BAPTISM
All parents must take the Baptism Preparation Course. Call the Parish Office to sign up.
Contact the Parish Office to schedule a baptism date at 320-763-5781.
MARRIAGE PREPARATION
Members of the parish (or children of members) must arrange for marriage at least
6 months in advance. Contact the Parish Office for more information.
ANOINTING OF THE SICK
Please call the Parish Office to arrange at 320-763-5781.

WEEKLY MASS SCHEDULE

WEEKLY READINGS - JUNE 12

Tues. 8:30 AM † Annette Revering
Wed. 8:30 AM † Geralene Buck
Thurs. 5:30 PM † Theresa Gorghuber
Fri.
8:30 AM † Tony Strasser
Sat. 5:00 PM † Reginald Hamilton
Sun. 8:00 AM For the Parish
10:00 AM †† Richard & Jeannine Reese
		

Mon.
Tue.
Wed.
Thurs.
Fri.
Sat.
Sun.

1 Kgs 21:1-16; Mt 5:38-42
1 Kgs 21:17-29; Mt 5:43-48
2 Kgs 2:1, 6-14; Mt 6:1-6, 16-18
Sir 48:1-14; Mt 6:7-15
2 Kgs 11:1-4, 9-18, 20; Mt 6:19-23
2 Chr 24:17-25; Mt 6:24-34
Gn 14:18-20; 1 Cor 11:23-26; Lk 9:11b-17

PARISH STAFF
Matthew Kuhn.......................320-763-5781
Kathy Ballou...........................320-763-5781
Pastor
Communications Coordinator
Todd Wentworth...................320-763-5781
Luke VanOverbeke...............320-763-5781
Parish Business Administrator
Director of Liturgy & Music
Kathy Fischer........................320-762-2320
Erin Takle.................................320-763-5781
Faith Community Nurse
Music Coordinator
Troy Sladek.............................320-763-5861
Elmer Kobbermann.............320-834-3103
St. Mary’s School Principal
Francie Peterson..................320-360-0325
Parish Trustees
Laurie Bienias.......................320-763-9202
Coordinator of Youth Ministries, Grades 1-5
Tony Pasko.......................thadeac@aol.com
Deacon
Tammy Huss..........................320-763-9202
Coordinator of Youth Ministries, Grades 6-12

CONTACT US

NEW MEMBERS

www.stmaryalexandria.org

To register, stop by our Hospitality Desk
located in the Commons Area of the
church or visit our website to complete the
registration online.

stmary@stmaryalexandria.org
320-763-5781

