JUNE 5, 2022
PENTECOST SUNDAY

FROM OUR PASTOR
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ Jesus,
The Holy Spirit drove the disciples out of the upper room and into the public square to give
witness to Jesus. The Spirit enabled them to speak in many languages, prefiguring the diversity
Fr. Matthew Kuhn of cultures that the Church would grow to include in later ages. Each visitor to Jerusalem heard
the Gospels preached to them in their own native tongues even though all the speakers were from one small
part of Galilee.
Now, in our time, the Church continues to speak in many tongues through us. Each of us has a distinct voice and
personal experience of encounter with Jesus. Many of us have had profound experiences of Jesus in the
Eucharist. Others have come to know Jesus through the compassion of one or another Christian witness who
reached out to them in a time of need. Still others have come to know Jesus in the joy they feel in being Christ’s
instruments as they themselves served the poor and needy.
Your tongue is now one of Christ’s many tongues that speak the Good News to the world. You are uniquely
equipped to speak to some part of God’s people a Word that will lift them up to heaven. You are a part of God’s
great Pentecost. May God grant you the grace to speak with the same boldness as the first Apostles.
Peace in Christ,
Father Matthew Kuhn, pastor

THANK YOU to the following for serving the funeral
luncheon of:
Betty Gruenes - Francie Peterson and Team 4

† We wish to offer our sympathy and promise of
prayers to the family and friends of Betty Gruenes.

SUNDAY
OFFERINGS
Envelope
Electronic
Other

$

For May 29

$

ACTUAL
35,330
8,682
3,266
47,278

YTD Offerings $ 1,728,260

$

BUDGET VARIANCE
23,385 $
11,945
10,212
(1,530)
1,708
1,558
35,305 $

11,973

$ 1,694,640 $

33,620

$

* Total year budget is spread equally over 52 weeks. Detailed
fiinancial reports may be viewed at the Parish Office.

COMMUNITY NEWS
PRAYER CORNER
If you or someone you know in our
parish community is sick or ill, or
has a family member who could use
our prayers, please call our Faith
Community Nurse, Kathy Fischer, at
762-2320. Names will be published
for 6 weeks, and renewed for an additional 6 weeks
upon request.
Please remember these people in your prayers:
Betty Schlosser, Dan Woods, Kevin Richmond, Sr.,
Virginia Schultz, Mary Waldorf, Lawrence Cline,
Dan Radford, Ben Smith, Emily Lambert, Vicky
Revering, Ken Volk, Deb Anderson, Tyler Pomorin,
Barb Brower, Jennifer Kack, Christine Striefel,
Bob Meyers, Marilyn Carlson, Teresa Montanez,
Julie (Jasken) Jenson, Dennis Dischler, Mary Volk,
Diane Johnson, Jeannie Thompson, and Marian
Pappenfus.
KNIGHTS IN ACTION Thank you to the people of this
faith community for the generous support given to our
Tootsie Roll campaign. With your generous support we
were able to raise $2,441.46 in support of Minnesota
Developmentally Disabled programs. As always, when
there is a need, the people of St. Mary’s step up to fill
that need. Thank you so much for your support!
- Knights of Columbus-Ave Maria of the Runestone
Council 4718

PENS & PALS is a ministry to love and serve persons in
our community with disabilities socially through a shared
supper (provided) and table-top activities. The intent is
to promote friendships and inclusion to persons with
ALL abilities. The next meeting is Tuesday, June 7,
5:00 - 7:00 PM in the Great Hall. For questions or to
volunteer, contact Barb Friederichs:
320-766-6106 or barb326@live.com
GRAVE MATTERS - Thank you to all who attended
Memorial Day Mass at the cemetery. The attendance
was wonderful, despite the threatening weather.
Special thanks to Fr. Matt for his help in preparation, his
very appropriate homily, and for the blessing of graves
of loved ones. Thanks to all of the committee members
for making this a special occasion. The last piece of our
lifting system will arrive this week. Watch the bulletin for
calls for help in straightening monuments.
MISSION QUILTERS will be meeting to tie quilts on
Monday, June 13, in the Great Hall. Come join us at
12:00 PM and enjoy the handy work of our quilters.
For more info, call Joyce at 320-763-7615 or Gwen at
218-791-3768
ST. MARY’S PARISH CAR RAFFLE TICKET SALES
have begun. For each of our 2,100 registered parish
families, there is an envelope with your name on it to be
picked up in the Commons Area.
The ticket price of $20 remains the same as last year.
Grand Prize is $20,000 Juettner Bucks to be used
towards the purchase of a new car at Juettner Motors
or $15,000 cash, along with many other cash prizes.
This is our only fundraiser that supports our parish as
a whole. With rising inflation, it is important we sell our
maximum of 5,000 tickets.

ABOUT LIFE
SANCTITY OF LIFE
MONTH 7 — “I can listen to my
mommy’s voice!” In the last two months
I continue to gain weight. I am developing
a layer of fat that will keep me warm after
I am born. In the next month I will shift to a
head-down position, preparing to be born. My lungs
are now fully developed and capable of making the
transition to breathing air. I appreciate the prayers
you have said for my mom and me throughout her
pregnancy. Your prayers have given my mom the
grace she needed to have me.

JUSTICE, PEACE & INTEGRITY OF CREATION (JPIC)

Pope Francis’ encyclical Laudato Si’, Care of our
Common Home, was released in 2015. In his papal
letter, Pope Francis unites Social Justice, Economic
Inequity, and various issues related to Ecology and the
Environment. The first encyclical of its kind, the pope’s
words in Laudato Si’, have reached well beyond the
Catholic Church and have been praised by people of
many faiths. We are encouraged to learn all we can about
Laudato Si’. A good starting place is laudatosi.org . In early
Fall, JPIC will be offering small Laudato Si’ discussion
groups along with special sessions on cosmology and
creation as sacrament.

FAITH FORMATION

stmreled@stmaryalexandria.org | 320-763-9202
YOUTH FAITH FORMATION

ADULT FAITH FORMATION
CATHOLIC WOMEN STUDY
Mornings of Grace Bible Study,
Angels: The Power, the Mystery, the Presence
Saturdays, June 4, 11, 18, 25
No cost, no homework
8:00 - 10:00 AM in the Lighthouse
For information contact Lori Mayer- Perowitz
320-760-3454 or catholicwomenstudy@ gmail. com

All are welcome to join the TUESDAY EVENING
ZOOM BIBLE STUDY 6:30 - 7:30 PM. The
upcoming Sunday readings are studied. For
more information, contact Mike Sponsler at
sponslermc@gmail.com

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
Sharing One Hour with the Lord
Eucharistic Adoration is one way you can make
prayer and spending time with the Lord a greater
priority in your life. Our Blessed Sacrament Chapel
is open Monday through Friday. Please consider
being a regular adorer for our chapel.
OPEN TIMES
Monday, 5:00 - 6:00 PM
Wednesday, 9:00 - 10:00 AM
For more information please contact Sue McCulloch
320-491-7006 or tscamcculloch@charter.net

ST. MARY’S SCHOOL

St. Mary’s School educates the whole child within a nurturing Catholic Christian environment.
stmaryss@stmaryalexandria.org | 320-763-5861

CALENDAR RAFFLE WINNERS
5/29
5/30
5/31
6/1
6/2
6/3
6/4

Nick Paulsen, Alexandria
Ruth Grundman, Osakis
Breenna Sanden, Alexandria
Mary Rodel, Alexandria
Sylvia Klimek, Alexandria
Carol Bollen, Alexandria
Lane Schiltgen, Alexandria

$35
$20
$20
$100
$20
$20
$20

SCHOOL HAPPENINGS
We are accepting applications for (2) Board of Education
positions. Applications are available in the Parish office.
Support St. Mary’s School by Participating in:
Tapes for Education

Follow St. Mary’s School on Instagram and Facebook
stmarysschoolalexandria

St. Mary’s School Alexandria

Stewardship
B

Inspiring a deeper understanding of true giving

June 2022

enjamin Franklin has been called “The Father of
All Yankees.” His practical wisdom, found in his essays, letters, and the annual Poor Richard’s Almanac, have had great influence on Americans of succeeding generations. Many Americans remember such gems of
advice as, “Time is money.” There were many who treasured
his advice on how to make money and how to use money.
For example, he advised, “The way
to wealth is as plain as the way to
the market. It depends chiefly on two
words, industry and frugality.” And he
also said, “Remember, money can beget money.”
If the Bible had nothing to say about
how to make money and how to use
money, it would be negligent. Making
and using money is an important part
of human life ... it always has been and
it always will be. If the Scriptures were
silent about these activities, we could
only conclude that the Bible is out of
touch with the human condition.
The prophet Amos has a relatively
simple formula for God’s people about
how to make money: make it honestly.
In some of the strongest language we
find in the Bible, we find Amos quoting Yahweh, usually so forgiving and
understanding, as saying to those who
become rich by oppressing the poor:
“Never will I forget a single thing you
have done.”
In the last several years many colleges have introduced ethics courses
in their programs. These schools are
not all religious colleges either. Many
people have felt the need for courses in

A

christian steward
does not dedicate
time, talent, or treasure
that they may become
God’s, but because they
are God’s.

ethics because professional, educated
people of all kinds have come to regard
making money as an end in itself. Rising to the top of the economic ladder
has become so important that many are
forgetful of whom they step on as they

climb. White collar crime has made
educators aware that it is not only important to teach others how to make
money, but how to make it honestly.
(Continued on page 4)
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Deacon Dave
on stewardship

God’s Talent Search

E

very year, show business presents its super stars to the world.
These are the entertainers who
have survived all the preliminary
rounds in the search for talent. They
have been chosen because they are tops
in ability and charisma.
God conducts a continuous talent
search also, but the process is different.
In this talent search all are participants;
“If you want to live
no one is merely a spectator.
longer, give the other
All performers are under scrutiny,
driver the right of
not to see whether some are better than
way.”
others, but to examine the manner in
which they are using their talents. The
“There will always be
main questions are:
roses, but someone
• To what purpose are they devothas to take care of
ing their talents?
them.”
• Do they thank God for giving
them all their abilities?
“People who spend
• Do they envy the talents of others
their time finding fault
or do they thank God for these
usually have little else
gifts also?
to do.”
• Are they putting their talents to
use?
Christ redeemed the human race so
that every God-given talent might be
rescued from the service of money and
self-gratification and delivered to the
sacred service of the Lord.
Show business emphasizes talents
as a foundation of a private career. The
Lord regards them as a means of service to others. In Christ, he has given
the perfect pattern for using talents correctly. Talents fulfill their finest purpose when they are used to lead people
to faith in God’s love. Talents have lasting value only when they are employed
in God’s service.
There’s a place for you and your talents on God’s team: your congregation!

I

t seems as if nobody can get enough
these days. Everywhere I go I overhear people saying: “If only I could
get a $100 raise.” “If only I could have
just one more dress.” How many times
have you heard someone make such a
statement? How many times have you
said it yourself? If only ... if just ... one
more ... just one more.
Doesn’t it seem as if people never
get enough? Sure there’s inflation and
prices keep going up, but that’s not the
whole story. There’s something about
people. They always want more. It
makes you wonder. When is enough
ever going to be enough? Where does
the desire for more end?
I was musing in this vein when I was
suddenly struck by a thought: There is
something that people seem to be able
to get enough of!
Ask them how much they should
pledge to their church. They’ll come
up with an idea of what is enough in a
flash. Often it is token giving.
Ask them how much of their time,
talents and energy they should give to
their church. For most people an occasional hour seems enough.
Strange isn’t it, how most of us can
figure out very quickly, how much is
enough for God.
If we are to be Christian stewards we
(Continued on page 4)
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Letters to the Editor

Dear Editor:
I offer this letter as an opportunity to
voice my opinion on the subject of giving. I think that tithing is the only form
of church support for me because it has
a spiritual motivation rather than a material one. Too long, people have given
to God because their church needs it,
rather than because God needs it. People should tithe even in parishes that
are affluent because God’s work goes
far beyond parish boundaries.
At one time I felt that after I had given money, I had completed my stewardship responsibilities. I noticed that
quite a few of the articles in your publication, Stewardship, dealt with time
and talent and this got me thinking. As
time has passed I have come to recognize that I should, in addition to giving
money, dedicate a portion of my time
to God’s service, since my time really
belongs to God ... and God has placed
it in my charge. The same goes for my
talents. I own no talents. Talents belong
to God. Those I have were not given
to me. They were entrusted to my care
and I am to use them as God wishes.
Now I try to give more than a weekly
offering to my church. My aim is to
also offer my talents and time in the
service of God, on Sunday, and on every day and in every hour. I hope this
letter will help others to see stewardship as I now do.

The Good Steward

A

bride of a few months listened
to two members of her husband’s family deciding who
were the happiest couple they knew.
The decision for first place went to a
cousin and his wife. A little surprised at
first, she studied the situation.
She found that
the
“happiest couple in the world” had the lowest income of any of the brothers and
sisters in the family. She found that
they lived in the smallest house; they
knew the fewest big-name people; their
professional work drew the least national recognition. But she also discov-

G

od has given us
many gifts and
calls us to use those
gifts to build up his
kingdom. Our faith
identifies us as stewards and gives us a
relationship with God.
Many of these gifts are
given for our needs;
others are given for
the needs of others. Stewardship is a
ministry by which we
nurture and share our
gifts.

... this couple was happy not because of the money they did not
have, and not because of the money
they did have ...
ered that they had jobs that were their
choice of any in the world; they liked
their community; they lived in the part
of the United States they loved most;
their home was the center of informal
friendly groups; they had more interests on the string than a dozen people
could conquer in a lifetime; and, they
instigated many community and church
activities.
The young bride came to the decision
that this couple was happy not because
of the money they did not have, and not
because of the money they did have,
but because the interests around which
their lives centered were interests that
money had no power to make or break.
Their greatest happiness was found
outside the realm of things.

P. Gibbons
Emporia, Kansas
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“Making and using money is an important part of human life it always has been and it always will be. If the Scriptures were
silent about these activities, we could only conclude that the
Bible is out of touch with the human condition.”
Continued from page 1...

Continued from page 2...

After telling us how to make money, the readings tell us how to use it.
St. Luke is brief: “Use it wisely.” For
Christians, St. Luke explains, the wise
use of money means an unselfish use.
Christians use wealth not simply to increase their own comfort, provide more
luxuries for themselves, acquire more
conveniences, or promote their own
prestige. No, Christians keep in mind
the needs of others and how they can
with their wealth assist those less fortunate. Christians see wealth not as an
end in itself, but as a way of promoting God’s kingdom on earth. Acquiring
wealth, according to St. Luke, is a rather small achievement. The real test of a
person’s worth is whether he or she can
put that wealth to work ... can it be used
to serve God’s plans and thus achieve
eternal merit?

must learn to think differently. We must
first consider how much God has given
to us. Has God ever stopped giving because God felt he had given enough? If
God did stop giving, where would we
be? A steward knows that all that they
have is a gift from God. So the steward
is always asking if they can do more
for God. The steward donates freely of
their time and talent, assisting wherever and whenever they can. The steward
cultivates an attitude of generous giving, because they know the importance
of their gift to God’s work.
Instead of wanting to have more, the
steward wants to do more. Because they
know that they can never do enough for
God!

Benjamin Franklin...

Deacon Dave...
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PARISH HEALTH MINISTRY
LIFTING SPIRITS, TOUCHING LIVES
9 Early Signs and Symptoms of Alzheimer’s

Memory loss that disrupts daily life may be a symptom of Alzheimer’s or other dementia. Alzheimer’s is a brain
disease that causes a slow decline in memory, thinking and reasoning skills. There are 9 warning signs and
symptoms. If you notice any of them, don’t ignore them. Schedule an appointment with your doctor.
1. MEMORY LOSS THAT DISRUPTS DAILY LIFE. One of the most common signs of Alzheimer’s disease,
especially in the early stage, is forgetting recently learned information. Others include forgetting important
dates or events, asking the same question over and over again, or increasingly needing to rely on memory aids
(e.g., reminder notes or electronic devices) or family members for things the person used to handle on their
own. What’s a typical age-related change? Sometimes forgetting names or appointments, but remembering
them later.
2. CHALLENGES IN PLANNING OR SOLVING PROBLEMS. Some people living with dementia may experience
changes in their ability to develop and follow a plan or work with numbers. They may have trouble following a
familiar recipe or keeping track of monthly bills. They may have difficulty concentrating and take much longer
to do things than they did before. What’s a typical age-related change? Making occasional errors when
managing finances or household bills.
3. DIFFICULTY COMPLETING FAMILIAR TASKS. People living with Alzheimer’s disease often find it hard to
complete routine tasks. Sometimes they may have trouble driving to a familiar location, organizing a grocery list
or remembering the rules of a favorite game. What’s a typical age-related change? Occasionally needing help
to use microwave settings or to record a TV show.
4. TROUBLE UNDERSTANDING VISUAL IMAGES AND SPATIAL RELATIONSHIPS. For some people, vision
problems are a sign of Alzheimer’s. They may also have problems judging distance and determining color
or contrast, causing issues with driving. What’s a typical age-related change? Vision changes related to
cataracts.
5. NEW PROBLEMS WITH WORDS IN SPEAKING OR WRITING. People living with Alzheimer’s may have trouble
following or joining a conversation. They may stop in the middle of a conversation and have no idea how to
continue, or repeat themselves. They may struggle with vocabulary, have trouble naming a familiar object or use
the wrong name. What’s a typical age-related change? Sometimes having trouble finding the right word.
6. MISPLACING THINGS AND LOSING THE ABILITY TO RETRACE STEPS. A person living with Alzheimer’s may
put things in unusual places. They may lose things and be unable to go back over their steps to find them again.
He or she may accuse others of stealing, especially as the disease progresses. What’s a typical age-related
change? Misplacing things from time to time and retracing steps to find them.
7. DECREASED OR POOR JUDGMENT. Individuals may experience changes in judgment or decision-making.
For example, they may use poor judgment when dealing with money, or pay less attention to grooming or
keeping themselves clean. What’s a typical age-related change? Making a bad decision once in a while, like
neglecting to change the oil in the car.
8. WITHDRAWAL FROM WORK OR SOCIAL ACTIVITIES. A person living with Alzheimer’s may experience
changes in the ability to hold or follow a conversation. As a result, he or she may withdraw from hobbies, social
activities or other engagements. They may have trouble keeping up with a favorite team or activity. What’s a
typical age-related change? Sometimes feeling uninterested in family or social obligations.
9. CHANGES IN MOOD AND PERSONALITY. Individuals living with Alzheimer’s may experience mood and
personality changes. They may be easily upset at home, at work, with friends or when out of their comfort zone.
What’s a typical age-related change? Developing very specific ways of doing things and becoming irritable
when a routine is disrupted.
©2019 Alzheimer’s Association®. All rights reserved. alz.org

LUKE’S LATEST LITURGICS
Happy birthday! This weekend we celebrate the “birth” of the church on Pentecost
Sunday. Church tradition has it that on Pentecost, after Jesus’ Ascension into heaven,
Christ sent the Holy Spirit upon the disciples that empowered them to go out and
proclaim the kingdom to the world. When the spirit came it was “a noise like a strong
driving wind, and it filled the entire house in which they were. Then there appeared to
them tongues as of fire, which parted and came to rest on each one of them” (Acts 2:2-3).
What is the significance of the spirit coming as fire? In the Catholic faith fire is typically a symbol of light, such
as when a recipient’s candle is lit during a Baptism or First Communion, or during the Easter Vigil when we
light our candles in the darkness to remember how Christ’s death and resurrection banished the darkness
of sin. Within our own church space here at St. Mary’s, the glass windows are strategically placed to allow a
good amount of sunlight in; the natural light fills our worship space in a way that artificial lighting cannot. But
fire is also a symbol of purification and renewal. For example, in 1 Peter 1:6-7 the writer compares gold that is
melted in fire to a person being tested through suffering and coming out renewed. On Ash Wednesday we
use ashes from previously burned palms to remind ourselves of our humanness and our constant need to
rise up from sin. In the olden days, prior to modern medicine, burning objects and buildings was oftentimes
the treatment for getting rid of disease. Even in the most tragic circumstances where fire destroys, there is
usually a renewed understanding of what matters most: family, friends, and faith.
During each celebration of the Sacrament of Confirmation, we celebrate the Holy Spirit empowering
new disciples to go forth and work for the kingdom of God. Those being confirmed come to understand
throughout their faith formation experiences and the Confirmation Mass that their role as Christians
is about to change. They are no longer “disciples in training,” but now Christians called to actively set
the world on fire (no pun intended). Each week of the Easter season we renew our baptismal promises
that were made at our baptisms. On Pentecost Sunday we, in a sense, renew our call received during
confirmation to actively evangelize the world for the greater good. Pentecost Sunday is the final Sunday
of the Easter season, where our initiation in baptism and our call at confirmation come together. The
Sacraments of Baptism, First Communion, and Confirmation are together appropriately called the
“initiation” sacraments. They prepare us to proclaim Christ to the world. They give us the information,
heart, and mind to know who Christ is.
When we hear the word “evangelization”, we may immediately think of extraordinary men and women
who travel the world to bring the word of Christ to remote places of the world. In the old days this is often
what evangelization meant. In the world today the understanding of this term has changed somewhat to
also include our own local communities. Evangelizing the world can happen right here even in Alexandria.
Whenever we take the time to volunteer for and/or sit with others in their need, we are evangelizing.
Whenever we have the hard conversations that lead us to new understandings, we are evangelizing (often
even ourselves). Evangelizing is more than simply passing on knowledge of faith, known as catechesis,
but experiencing life in ways that let the gospel ring clearer and truer. It is one thing to know intellectually
who God is; it is entirely another matter to experience God. When both are appropriately combined, great
things abound.
One way we might evangelize our local community in this moment is to assist the people affected by the
recent Forada and Alexandria tornadoes. Our actions to come assist families with their physical needs
shows God’s love and mercy in great ways.
Happy Pentecost.
Your companion in Christ,
-Luke

SACRAMENTS
RECONCILIATION
Saturdays from 3:00 - 4:30 PM in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel.
BAPTISM
All parents must take the Baptism Preparation Course. Call the Parish Office to sign up.
Contact the Parish Office to schedule a baptism date at 320-763-5781.
MARRIAGE PREPARATION
Members of the parish (or children of members) must arrange for marriage at least
6 months in advance. Contact the Parish Office for more information.
ANOINTING OF THE SICK
Please call the Parish Office to arrange at 320-763-5781.

WEEKLY MASS SCHEDULE

WEEKLY READINGS - JUNE 5

Tues. 8:30 AM † Tony Strasser
Wed. 8:30 AM † Bill Woodle
Thurs. 5:30 PM † Geralene Buck
Fri.
8:30 AM † Bill Flaig
Sat. 5:00 PM For the Parish
Sun. 8:00 AM † Tony Strasser
10:00 AM †† Richard & Jeannine Reese
		

Mon.
Tue.
Wed.
Thurs.
Fri.
Sat.
Sun.

Gn 3:9-15, 20; Jn 19:25-34
1 Kgs 17:7-16; Mt 5:13-16
1 Kgs18:20-39; Mt 5:17-19
1 Kgs 18:41-46; Mt 5:20-26
1 Kgs 19:9a, 11-16; Mt 5:27-32
Acts 11:21b-26; 12:1-3; Mt 5:33-37
Prv 8:22-31; Rom 5:1-5; Jn 16:12-15

PARISH STAFF
Matthew Kuhn.......................320-763-5781
Kathy Ballou...........................320-763-5781
Pastor
Communications Coordinator
Todd Wentworth...................320-763-5781
Luke VanOverbeke...............320-763-5781
Parish Business Administrator
Director of Liturgy & Music
Kathy Fischer........................320-762-2320
Erin Takle.................................320-763-5781
Faith Community Nurse
Music Coordinator
Troy Sladek.............................320-763-5861
Elmer Kobbermann.............320-834-3103
St. Mary’s School Principal
Francie Peterson..................320-360-0325
Parish Trustees
Laurie Bienias.......................320-763-9202
Coordinator of Youth Ministries, Grades 1-5
Tony Pasko.......................thadeac@aol.com
Deacon
Tammy Huss..........................320-763-9202
Coordinator of Youth Ministries, Grades 6-12

CONTACT US

NEW MEMBERS

www.stmaryalexandria.org

To register, stop by our Hospitality Desk
located in the Commons Area of the
church or visit our website to complete the
registration online.

stmary@stmaryalexandria.org
320-763-5781

