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JULY 31, 2022
SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

FROM OUR PAROCHIAL VICAR

Fr. Rick Aubol

Well, it’s been a month as your new parochial vicar, and I’ve had the pleasure of meeting so many
new people already (almost all from Alexandria so far, it’s true, due to a fluke of scheduling; but
I’m glad to be at Immaculate Conception and St. Nicholas for the first time this weekend!). I’ve
started remembering some names, though I’m afraid I’ve forgotten more than I remember; but I
wanted to use my first bulletin article to help you get to know me if we haven’t had the chance to
meet.

My name is Fr. Rick Aubol. I’m the oldest of 4 kids (2 brothers, 1 sister) from a family in Big Lake. I went to
seminary at St. Paul for 2 years of pre-theology after graduating from NDSU (go Bison!). From there, much like
Fr. Matt, I was sent to Rome for my theology years. Upon ordination to the priesthood, I was assigned first to Elk
River (our other largest parish in the diocese), but was moved early to Sauk Centre to help fill the needs there.
Partway through, we gained the parishes of Belgrade, Brooten, and Elrosa as part of our ACC’s work. They
were all wonderful assignments with great folks. The people of God are so good! :)
That’s the usual essentials. On a more personal note, one of the more common questions I get (besides how
old are you? 32) is when did you know you wanted to be a priest? This is a hard question, synonymous with,
“when did you know you wanted to marry your spouse?” The answer is different for every person, unique with
their unique life, and I think it usually is more than a single moment; rather, it builds over time with ebbs, flows,
doubts, and flashes of clarity and love.
For example, my vocation journey started as an invitation, a friendly challenge to be responsible and think
about it as a matter of duty. I liked that, but I didn’t know much; so for years I would occasionally think and learn
more about priesthood, but always felt nothing much one way or the other. I would stay undecided but open to
God. Near the end of my time in college, something new happened. I fell into love and soon after, much like
today’s first reading, everything else paled in comparison. It simply didn’t matter what I studied, where I would
live or what I would make and own; all those things were small and would come to an end. I needed more. I didn’t
just want to know what God made me for and what He wanted me to do with my life, I needed to know.
In attempting to find out, I learned that vocations are just that, a calling, not merely to do, but to be. It’s the way
God made us to love the most and be the most happy with Him. He calls us to our vocation and nothing else will
satisfy. I still need [frequent] reminders, like we hear in the 2nd reading and Gospel this week, that the meaning
of life is a person, God is the goal. But when I do remember and live in God’s love, there is no doubt or fear that
I’m where I’m supposed to be, doing what I’m supposed to be doing; being a priest of His for you.
God bless you. Looking forward to getting to know you after Masses and throughout the weeks.
Fr. Rick
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* Total year budget is spread equally over 52 weeks. Detailed
fiinancial reports may be viewed at the Parish Office.

COMMUNITY NEWS
PRAYER CORNER
If you or someone you know in our
parish community is sick or ill, or
has a family member who could
use our prayers, please call our
Faith Community Nurse, Kathy Fischer, at 7622320. Names will be published for 6 weeks,
and renewed for an additional 6 weeks upon
request.
Please remember these people in your prayers:
Betty Schlosser, Dan Woods, Kevin Richmond, Sr.,
Virginia Schultz, Lawrence Cline, Dan Radford,
Ben Smith, Emily Lambert, Vicky Revering, Ken
Volk, Deb Anderson, Tyler Pomorin, Barb Brower,
Jennifer Kack, Christine Striefel, Teresa Montanez,
Julie (Jasken) Jenson, Dennis Dischler, Mary Volk,
Jeannie Thompson, Dot Ledman, Harriet Sibell,
Darryl Braget, Boyd Hotling, Jeff Larson, Marcia
Contri, Helen Tritz, Paulette Baumgartner, Cathy
Zajac, Paul Roers, and Maxine Sammons.
PENS & PALS Pens and Pals will meet Tuesday
August 2, 5:00 - 7:00 PM in the Great Hall. Supper
is included. This group is a ministry to love and
serve adults (any age) with disabilities in our faith
community, inviting community friends with special
needs. There are table top activities (i.e. making
cards) supported by volunteers from St. Mary’s
that are shared and used by the church. Questions:
please contact Barb Friederichs 320-766-6106 or
call the church office.

JOIN US IN CELEBRATION of
Sr. Rita von Holtum’s 70 Year
Jubilee as a School Sister of
Notre Dame. Sunday, August 14,
between the 8:00 and 10:00 AM
Masses in the Great Hall.
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS CHICKEN
AND CORN PARTY is Monday, August 8,
social at 6:00 PM and meal at 7:00 PM
at the KC Hall (6th & Nokomis). Knights,
their families, guests and widows of
Knights are invited. If you plan to attend, please text
or call to RSVP by August 1 at 320-760-3809.

Shower Families in Need - Sunday, July 31
Following 10:00 AM Mass, Great Hall
Show your love and care for local families by giving
gift cards (gas, groceries, etc.) or checks/cash to Life
Connections, a local parenting resource and pregnancy
support center. Coffee, Rolls and Cake will be served.
*Gift Box will be available following every Mass
July 30/31 so you may drop off your gift even if you are
unable to attend the shower.
Sponsored by Sanctity of Life Group
MASS FOR THE ASSUMPTION OF THE BLESSED
VIRGIN MARY is Monday, August 15 at 9:00 AM at
the St. Mary’s Cemetery, 723 W Winona Rd.

ABOUT LIFE
JUSTICE, PEACE & INTEGRITY OF CREATION (JPIC)
CATHOLIC SOCIAL TEACHING IS A CENTRAL AND ESSENTIAL ELEMENT OF OUR FAITH. It is based on
and inseparable from our understanding of God Incarnate in all of creation which includes human life. It calls us to
defend the dignity of creation and build the common good. One of these seven major themes is:
CARE FOR GOD’S CREATION. “The Catholic tradition insists that we show respect for the Creator by our
stewardship of creation. We are called to protect people and our planet, living our faith in harmony with all God’s
creation. Our commitment to the common good and our concern for neighbors and for generations to come
require responsible stewardship of our natural resources.” (St. Cloud Diocese Catholic Charities)

FAITH FORMATION

stmreled@stmaryalexandria.org | 320-763-9202
YOUTH FAITH FORMATION

ADULT FAITH FORMATION
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
Sharing One Hour with the Lord
Eucharistic Adoration is one way you can make
prayer and spending time with the Lord a greater
priority in your life. Our Blessed Sacrament Chapel
is open Monday through Friday. Please consider
being a regular adorer for our chapel.
OPEN TIMES
Monday: 9-10 am, 10-11 am, 11-noon, 9-10 pm, 10-11 pm,
11-midnight
Tuesday: 5-6 pm,
Wednesday: 8-9 pm, 10-11 pm, 11-midnight
For more information contact Sue McCulloch at
320-491-7006 or tscamcculloch@charter.net

GPS: Teach Kids to Read & Understand the Bible
God’s Plan in Scripture (GPS) is a 24-lesson parish
and school program designed to take children on
an amazing journey through the salvation story.
Starting in September, a group of homeschool
families from our Come to the Water ACC will be
meeting Friday mornings at St. Nicholas in Belle
River to go through the GPS
program. Space is limited. To
register and for more info, go to
stmaryalexandria.org or scan the
QR code.

DIVINE MERCY HOUR
Mondays from 3:00 - 4:00 pm in the Eucharistic
Adoration Chapel. Questions, contact Barb Nei at
320-846-0022
All are welcome to join the TUESDAY EVENING
ZOOM BIBLE STUDY 6:30 - 7:30 PM. The
upcoming Sunday readings are studied. For
more information, contact Mike Sponsler at
sponslermc@gmail.com

ST. MARY’S PRAYER LINK: If you have a prayer
request, send it to Kelly Wosepka at 320-815-4655
or wosepkak@aol.com. All prayer requests are
kept confidential.

ST. MARY’S SCHOOL

St. Mary’s School educates the whole child within a nurturing Catholic Christian environment.
stmaryss@stmaryalexandria.org | 320-763-5861

CALENDAR RAFFLE WINNERS
7/24
7/25
7/26
7/27
7/28
7/29
7/30

Sara McBride, White Salmon, WA
Steve Henry, Brandon			
Megan Bristow, Nelson 			
Brian Bienias, Forest Lake 		
Ivan Widman, Plymouth 		
Jerry Willemssen, Prior Lake
Marcia Lee, St. Louis Park 		

$35.00
$20.00
$20.00
$20.00
$20.00
$20.00
$20.00

SCHOOL HAPPENINGS
We are accepting applications for (2) Board of
Education positions. Applications are available in
the Parish office.
Support St. Mary’s School by Participating in:
Tapes for Education

Follow St. Mary’s School on Instagram and Facebook
stmarysschoolalexandria

St. Mary’s School Alexandria

PARISH HEALTH MINISTRY
LIFTING SPIRITS, TOUCHING LIVES
988 Suicide and Crisis Lifeline

If you need suicide or mental health crisis support, or are worried about someone else,
please call or text 1-800-273-2855 or visit the National Suicide Prevention Lifeline Chat
(https://988lifeline.org/chat/) to connect with a trained crisis specialist.

On July 16, 2022, the United States transitioned to the new three-digit dialing code 988 to reach
crisis support. Calls, texts, and online chat from 988 will be routed to the existing National Suicide
Prevention Lifeline (the Lifeline).
The change is part of a nationwide effort to transition the National Suicide Prevention Lifeline to a
phone number people can more easily remember and access in times of crisis.

About 988

There are three ways you can connect to the Lifeline: Calls, Text, and Online Chats. Connect any
time, 24 hours a day, seven days a week, every day of the year.
Anyone experiencing mental health-related distress (suicide, mental health, and/or substance use
crisis) can call, chat, or text 988 for free and confidential support. People can also dial 988 if they
are worried about a loved one who may need crisis support.
When you connect to the Lifeline, a trained crisis specialist will answer, listen to you, and provide
support and share resources if needed. Crisis Specialists are trained to focus on de-escalation,
safety planning, and coping skills.
The Lifeline provides phone services in English and Spanish. Interpretation services are available
for people who call 988. Currently, interpretation and translation service is not available for chat and
text.

988 in Minnesota

The Minnesota Department of Health is working with Minnesota’s four call centers to build
infrastructure to prepare for this change.
Minnesota Lifeline Centers are designated to answer 988 contacts from Minnesota-based area
codes. When you connect to 988 from a Minnesota area code or zip code (for chat), you will be
routed to one of the four Lifeline Centers.

BLOCK PARTY UPDATE
The St. Mary’s Block Party will be held on Sunday Sept. 11,
at the Runstone Community Center (RCC).
THE SPIN FOR TREATS will be in need of cakes, bars and
cookies. Please call Doreen at 320-760-6889 or Marlene at
320-763-5701 with any questions.
BASKET SILENT AUCTION theme baskets are needed. There will be empty baskets in the Great Hall along with
idea sheets for anyone who might need one. If you have new items to donate but don’t want to make a basket,
please contact Jackie at 218-849-1311 or Michelle at 320-760-9081.
KIDS GAMES will need donations of prizes. Examples: puzzles, books, stuffed animals, movies, play dough,
etc. These Items can be dropped off at the Great Hall.
COUNTRY STORE will need fresh vegetables from your garden, canning jams and jellies, baked goods
and plants. Any questions please call Jim Korkowski at 320-219-7470.
FOOD COURT will need fresh baked fruit pies.
VOLUNTEERS will also be needed. There will be sign-up sheets in the Commons Area starting mid-August or
you can contact Bruce Becker at 320-805-0692.
Please drop off treats, baskets, country store items, and pies at the RCC south dooor after 8:00 AM on
Saturday, September 10. Thank you!

SACRAMENTS
RECONCILIATION
Saturdays from 3:00 - 4:30 PM in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel.
BAPTISM
All parents must take the Baptism Preparation Course. Call the Parish Office to sign up.
Contact the Parish Office to schedule a baptism date at 320-763-5781.
MARRIAGE PREPARATION
Members of the parish (or children of members) must arrange for marriage at least
6 months in advance. Contact the Parish Office for more information.
ANOINTING OF THE SICK
Please call the Parish Office to arrange at 320-763-5781.

WEEKLY MASS SCHEDULE

WEEKLY READINGS - JULY 31

Tues. 8:30 AM † Bill Flaig
Wed. 8:30 AM † Larry Gasperlin
Thurs. 5:30 PM † Donald Lietz
Fri.
8:30 AM † Tom Doyle
Sat. 5:00 PM † Steven Ignowski
Sun. 8:00 AM † Lucille Waldorf
10:00 AM For the Parish
		

Mon.
Tue.
Wed.
Thurs.
Fri.
Sat.
Sun.

JER 28:1-17; MT 14:13-21
JER 30:1-2, 12-15, 18-22; MT 14:22-36
JER 31:1-7; MT 15:21-28
JER 31:31-34; MT 16:13-23
NA 2:1, 3; 3:1-3, 6-7; MT 16:24-28
Dn 7:9-10, 13-14; 2 Pt 1:16-19; Lk 9:28b-36
Wis 18:6-9; Heb 11:1-2, 8-19; Lk 12:32-48

PARISH STAFF
Matthew Kuhn.......................320-763-5781
Pastor
Rick Aubol...............................320-763-5781
Parochial Vicar
Todd Wentworth...................320-763-5781
Parish Business Administrator
Kathy Fischer.........................320-762-2320
Faith Community Nurse
Troy Sladek.............................320-763-5861
St. Mary’s School Principal
Laurie Bienias........................320-763-9202
Coordinator of Youth Ministries, Grades 1-5

Tammy Huss..........................320-763-9202
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Kathy Ballou...........................320-763-5781
Communications Coordinator
Luke VanOverbeke...............320-763-5781
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Music Coordinator
Elmer Kobbermann.............320-834-3103
Francie Peterson..................320-360-0325
Parish Trustees
Tony Pasko.......................thadeac@aol.com
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CONTACT US

NEW MEMBERS

www.stmaryalexandria.org

To register, stop by our Hospitality Desk
located in the Commons Area of the
church or visit our website to complete the
registration online.

stmary@stmaryalexandria.org
320-763-5781

