The Church of Saint Mary
Liturgy Committee Meeting
April 3, 2025
6:30-8:00 pm

Present: Fr. Dan Ruprecht, Fr. Fred Fink, Deacon Tony Pasko, Bonnie Bromen, Kevin
Gorghuber, Char Hanson, Tammy Huss, Grace Lambert, Sue McCulloch, Stephanie Rutten-
Ramos, Luke VanOverbeke, and Bill Verschaetse. Absent: Fr. Matthew Kuhn, Jody Koubsky, and
Erin Takle.

I1.

Opening Prayer
Bill led us in the opening prayer.
The March meeting minutes were approved.

Open Forum

Stephanie mentioned we agreed 2 years ago that the Liturgy Committee terms should be
3 years; however, they need to be staggered the first time so not everyone quits at the
same time. More discussions at our next meeting regarding whose terms will be done.
Kevin said his term will be up in 2025.

Will and Emily Odland, who recently moved back to Alexandria, were our guests. They
first asked the question “what prompted the Liturgy Committee to have guests,” and it
was stated “to capture the voice of the parish.”

Will and Emily had the following concerns/recommendations for St. Mary’s liturgies,

after having experienced several other churches liturgies during their young adult years:

1. The young who are involved with parish life, would like more traditional liturgies and
they welcome the mysteries of liturgies.

2. The chapel doors to the Tabernacle should be opened before, during, and after Mass
and this could be accomplished by the servers when they obtain the candlesticks to be
used for the procession before and after Mass;

3. When to bow and when to genuflect in front of the Tabernacle or altar needs to be
explained to all parishioners.

4. Have all parishioners “kneel and pray” after Mass is over and Father has exited.

5. The global way to receive the Eucharist is on the tongue and kneeling (so no particles
get dropped). Could a kneeler be provided where Fr. Matthew/Fr. Dan distribute? It
would not hinder other parishioners (from their experience).

6. Can incense be used at every Mass? Incense makes the people aware that a mystery is
taking place. Let’s make every Mass special.

7. The St. Michael Prayer was said at weekend Masses, but then it quit. Why? Let’s
bring it back and educate the people of this beautiful prayer of protection (which we
so desperately need now).
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8. When there is push back, i.e., St. Michael Prayer or incense, let’s educate rather than
giving up the traditions.
. The young people love the Mass; let’s all be in awe with them.
10. What did liturgies look like back in the 300’s AD? This should be researched.

When Will and Emily were done speaking, the following comments were made.

1. Keeping the doors open before, during, and after Mass had been addressed.

The universal norm of receiving the Eucharist is on the tongue, but Bishops can make
the allowance to receive on the hand.

3. There are parishioners that have severe allergic reactions to the incense.

4. An prayer of thanksgiving would be a good prayer to say after Mass even if it’s not
the St. Michael Prayer.

5. When the people are being “sent forth;” a prayer after being “sent forth” does not
seem necessary.

6. There has been push back with the St. Michael Prayer because, even though the
language is healing for some, it makes other people uncomfortable with referring to
evil spirits being cast out.

7. We need to be in “awe” at Mass.

We have seen a kneeler being used in other parishes, and it seems to work.

9. We need to teach better. A revival is happening with the young; they see something
different. We all should strive to do the best we can.

10. We see Will and Emily’s thirst for Christ. They were encouraged to continue their
journey and keep expressing that you can’t get anything better than the Eucharist.
Will and Emily were encouraged to teach their love of the Eucharist to their children.

11. It was clarified that just because people don’t show their reverence publicly, doesn’t
mean they don’t love God.

12. It was stated to continue to spread the love for the liturgy to the parish.

*

When the guests had left the building, it was suggested that there should be a time
limitation for when guests speak.

Education Piece
Chapter 3 Discussion by Grace was tabled.
Vision Statement

The Committee agreed on the following vision statement: “Listen and learn with open
hearts and open minds to enhance the parish liturgical experience.”

Calendar Update
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Luke mentioned there will be logistics rehearsals for Palm Sunday, Holy Thursday, and
Good Friday to avoid training and confusion on the day.

Luke stated on Palm Sunday, 5 minutes before Mass, the parishioners will be invited to
line up in the commons area to be a part of the procession. The parishioners should bring
their palms, process around, and then head back to their spot once they arrive back at the
altar.

Our next meeting will be held on May 8.

Bill Verschaetse will host a social for the Liturgy Committee and their spouses at his
home on June 12.

Ministry Needs & Parishioner Experiences

Luke stated there have been 12 people picked to assist with the future of our ACC. The
parameters came from the St. Cloud Diocese and will be adjusted accordingly, i.e.,
buildings, capacity, occupancy, staff retention, money distribution, etc. The Liturgy
Committee will be approached for some feedback during this discernment process.

It was stated that server and lector training will be in the spring. Luke will wait for Fr.
Matthew’s return to have him “weigh in” on the Mass introductions.

Kevin thanked Luke for his article in the bulletin about “What the Liturgy Committee”
does. Char thanked Fr. Dan for his article in the bulletin about how the Catholic Church is
set up.

Priest Updates

Fr. Dan stated Fr. Matthew will be returning from his sabbatical in less than 2 weeks. He
stated Fr. Steve, Fr. Bob and Fr. Fred have been helpful with funerals. He reminded
everyone of the Chrism Mass on April 10.

Goals

Stephanie stated in The Central MN Catholic Magazine there is a good article about
Synodality and encouraged the committee to check it out.

Recap and Closing Prayer
Tammy agreed to take minutes at our May meeting.

Sue agreed to lead us in prayer.
Grace agreed to lead us through Chapter 3 of Liturgy Made Simple.



Bill led us in the closing prayer.
Meeting adjourned at 8:00 pm.

Respectfully submitted,
Sue McCulloch
(320) 491-7006



