Liturgy Committee Meeting Minutes
October 9, 2025
6:30-8:00 pm

Present: Fr. Fred Fink, Deacon Tony Pasko, Sarah Branstad, Bonnie Bromen, Char Hanson, Tammy
Huss, Adrian Panther, and Stephanie Rutten-Ramos

Absent: Fr. Matthew Kuhn, Fr. Dan Ruprecht, Kate Bloedorn, Cathy Kinney, Will Odland, Erin Takle
Grace Lambert

The October 9" meeting of the Liturgy Committee started at 6:30PM, led by Tammy Huss. Deacon
Tony led opening prayer.

The Education piece consisted of the Liturgy Made Simple Chapter 4 discussion questions.
Perspectives were expressed around priority given to values. Questions were raised around how
liturgy planning is done in our parish. The importance of connecting with the people in the pew,
including exposure to a variety of people’s perspectives, and drawing on other writers as resources
were noted with respect to homily preparation. If no committee is involved in the preparation, it
would be good to have a committee to tell the homilist how it was received. Liturgical documents
speak to the importance of active participation of the congregation. There is now a noticeable a
tension in the Mass prayers where the congregational response is at a slower speed than the
presider, whether spoken or sung.

Under Open Forum, concern was expressed that advisement was not given to daily Mass attendees
on where to locate given risers in the church. The Faith-Based Emergency Preparedness Meeting for
Douglas County will be held at the Public Works building on Thursday, October 30", at 5:30PM.
Parker Olson will begin as the new hire for the Director of Liturgy and Music in mid-October.
Concern was expressed about the impression that decisions are made in-house with the parish not
involved.

Calendar items were as follows:
e Feast of All Saints (Sat. Nov.1) 8:30 a.m.
All Souls -normal weekend Mass times
Remembrance Service (Nov. 2) 4:30 p.m.
40 hours devotion (Nov. 12-14) sched. TBD
Confirmation (Nov. 16) 2 p.m.
Ecumenical Service (Nov. 26) 6:30 p.m. First Lutheran Church
Thanksgiving Day Mass (Nov. 27) 8:30 a.m.
Feast of the Immaculate Conception (Dec. 8) 8:30 a.m., 5:30 p.m. TBD
e Our Lady of Guadalupe Vigil (Dec. 11) 5:30 p.m. is not yet set
e Christmas Eve (Dec. 24) 4:00 p.m., 9:00 p.m.
e Christmas Day (Dec. 25) 9:00 a.m.
e Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God Vigil (Dec. 31) 5:30 p.m.
e Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God (Jan. 1) 9:00 a.m.

Ministry needs covered were the need for additional help to cover Bethany. Char is looking to train a
few more lectors near the end of the month. There was discussion around how to improve



proclamation of the readings. The workbook contains good instructions for how to read the
scripture. Maybe readers should be referred to as “proclaimers.” A concern was received about the
waiting time for confessions. It would be nice for sacristans and attendees of Benediction to know
when schedules have been changed due to weddings and other conflicts. The crucifix is in Fargo;
hanging yet to be scheduled.

There were no priest updates, however Deacon Tony advised that he will not be serving on the altar
until his back issues are resolved.

Tammy passed out Drawn into the Beauty of God. The new education piece will follow the St. Paul
Archdiocese’s seven-part series on the Mass. Members are asked to watch a session prior to the
meeting and come prepared to discuss what we do well and where we can improve.

Recapping action items, Tammy will convey concerns about the risers and publication items.
Deacon Tony is the assigned secretary for November 13", and Char will lead prayer. Come prepared
to discuss the first video. Deacon Tony led closing prayer. Meeting concluded at 7:58PM.

Respectfully submitted,
Stephanie Rutten-Ramos



