The Church of St. Mary Liturgy Committee Meeting Minutes
December 11, 2025, 6:30-8P

Present: Fr. Matthew Kuhn, Fr. Fred Fink, Char Hanson, Grace Lambert,
Bonnie Bromen, Cathy Kinney, Erin Tackle, Adrian Panther, Parker Olson, Will
Odlund, Tammy Huss, Stephanie Rutten-Ramos

Absent: Fr. Dan Ruprecht, Deacon Tony Pasko, Kate Bloedorn, Sarah Branstad

The December meeting of the Liturgy Committee was led by Grace Lambert
beginning at 6:32P. Cathy Kinney led Opening Prayer. No concerns were
reported with the November minutes.

The Education Piece consisted of discussion of the Teaching Mass series
videos 2, 3 and 4. Per Fr. Steve, the altar relic is from St. Therese. Key points
observed included that the Collect and Introductory Rites draw the
congregation together as family through their communal nature and
intentionality. Video 3 on the Liturgy of the Word was underwhelming. There is
a need for Catholics to come to the Liturgy asking of the readings, what is the
message for me? Video 4 had considerably more content around the origins of
the collection and preparation of the gifts, including introducing the offering
as sacrifice. The words of the priest vocalize the prayers of the community.
Next time videos 5-7 will be covered.

Under Open Forum, Fr. Matt expressed that a member of the Finance
Committee has again asked about a kneeler for communion lines. The
member is willing to donate the materials and time to build. Fr. Matt would
prefer a kneeler that overlaps two communion lines. Consideration was asked
to have matching wood. Fr. Fred requested that we delay consideration to
understand the church’s position and why communion kneelers weren’t built
into this church. The bishop has indefinitely postponed a positional diocesan
document. If members have individual concerns, Fr. Matt would like people to
speak with him directly. The timeline initially considered is April/First
Communion introduction.

Calendar items included Masses for Our Lady of Guadalupe (December 12,
6:30P), Christmas Eve (December 24™, 4P and 9P), Christmas Day (December
25™, 9A), Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God vigil (December 31%, 5:30P) and



Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God (January 1%, 9A). Both the 9A Feast Day
masses will be incense-free. Parker will work on getting Christmas Mass
ministry sign-up sheets out in the Commons. Additional EMHC and ushers
will be used at the 4P Christmas Eve Mass.

Under Ministry Needs and Parishioner Experiences, there was discussion
about getting the right balance of music. Additional information should be
included with Advent handbell ringing sign-up so that volunteers know when
to arrive and what is expected of them. There was an ask for EMHCs to be
reminded about proper procedure in the event of a spill of the Precious Body
or Precious Blood. Captains should be asked to remind their teams. Lector
training has been postponed. The WeAdoreHim software is working well for
Adoration, and Monday night is now entirely covered. Subbing is an option for
people that cannot make a regular commitment. Fr. Fred suggested that we
need to consider transferring our Teaching Mass series understanding to the
parish. Ideas included a Teaching Mass initiative around daily Mass or a series
of bulletin inserts (done previously with Fr. Steve). There is visible algal growth
in the baptismal font. The custodians should be taking care of that monthly.
The Crucifix installation has been scheduled, though dates were pushed
back.

For Priest updates, Fr. Matt noted that he and Fr. Dan will each be away for a
week in sequential weeks of early January. Fr. Fred observed that the meeting
minutes on the website are several months old. An update was provided on
the hearing aids; over-the-ear-type are on order. Fr. Fred would like a current
list of members and the most current version of the by-laws.

Goals. Next meeting will be Teaching Mass series videos 5-7. Tammy has
printed the first section of the GIRM for the next education topic. Tammy will
serve as secretary for January; Will Odlund will lead prayer. Cathy led closing
prayer. Meeting concluded 8:03P.

Respectfully Submitted,
Stephanie Rutten-Ramos



