JPIC Meeting Notes — 03/11/2026

Committee Members Present: Sister Rita, Polly Stephens, Beatriz Hadler, Florian Lederman, Joann Weber,
Al Schmidt, Julie Desautels, Jan Duhnke, LeeAnn Sticha (via phone) and Mary Kay Wright (guest)

Opening Prayer: Sister Rita

Recurring Agenda Items
Sanctity of Life: Julie had nothing to report.

Food Shelf: Ruth out of town - no report

Prayers of Intercession: scheduled through April. Jan asked if the Prayers of Intercession could
also be published in the weekly bulletin (not just read during the Masses). She will contact Joe about it.

Bulletin “About Life”: Jan asked for volunteers to cover the April columns (Joann-4/5, Polly-4/12,
Florian-4/19, Jan-4/26)

Also, at our last meeting Sister Rita thought we could skip having a column written for the Palm Sunday,
March 29 bulletin, but after discussion we thought we should submit a short prayer or quote to ensure we
keep our “About Life” placeholder in the bulletin.

San Juan Mirador: LeeAnn talked with Bryan and Sandy Hoffman who had just returned from the
2026 mission trip to San Lucas. They enjoyed their trip. A photo of them is posted on the Mission Photo Board
(??). It was suggested that LeeAnn maybe write a story about their trip for the bulletin.

LeeAnn is putting a note in the bulletins about the need for a coordinator for the 2027 mission trip. She said
that there is a new visitor center being built for the San Lucas mission and its title will be: K’aslemjay which
is a Mayan word. It should be ready by the 2027 mission trip.

Sister Rita mentioned that because of LeeAnn’s great work in publishing and promoting the San Lucas
mission, the word is getting out in the parish and people are talking about it. Sister Rita met two young
women after Sunday Mass at coffee and rolls — one who is from the San Juan Mirador area and knows about
the mission and the other woman was from Mexico.

JPIC Article in the Central MN Catholic Newsletter
Jan reported that she and Sister Rita met to discuss a write-up about the history of our JPC

committee for the article. Sister Rita wrote a complete history of the JPIC committee and sent it to Kathy
Fischer for her to forward to Kristi at the newsletter office in time to meet the March 1 deadline. The
committee asked if we all could get a copy of Sister Rita’s write-up as we aren’t sure if Kristi will use all of it
when she writes the article.

Jan reported that she had sent Kathy some pictures from the last Ministry Fair at St. Mary’s that maybe could
be used and had asked Joe if he could look for pictures of the JPIC committee. LeeAnn had also submitted
pictures to Kathy for the newsletter article.

Kathy submitted Sister Rita’s write-up and the pictures to Kristi. The article about our JPIC committee will be
in the April issue, which has not been published yet.



March Meeting Notes continued

Immigration Issues

Mary Kay Wright attended our meeting again to discuss her role as a member of a group of churches
in Alexandria who are putting together a conference to educate our local communities about the immigration
issues affecting us. Mary Kay and Sue Dumm from St. Mary’s were asked to join the UCC group of 6 churches
to help with setting up the conference. The title of the conference is “Understanding Immigration” and
there will be 3 speakers: an immigration attorney from St. Cloud, a person involved with helping immigrants
and Ithan Omar, who is a US House representative. The conference has been scheduled for Friday, April 17 at
5:00 pm at Grand Arbor in Alexandria. Mary Kay will talk with Father Matthew about publicizing the
conference and if the church can provide some monetary help with it.

Bea Hadler reported that one of her immigrant friends who had been hit by a car and needed help
with rent during her recovery had been approved by St. Mary’s for rental assistance for two months.

Bea also reported that this Friday, March 13 from 5-9 pm there will be a fundraiser for immigrants at the
Holiday Hotel in Alexandria. There will be entertainment and products for sale. Bea will be dancing!

Plastics Recycling Efforts

Al Schmidt reporte4d that he has set a date for the “Plastics” movie to be shown in the Great Hall on
Thursday, May 14 tentatively at 7:00 pm. The movie is sponsored by the “Citizens for a Sustainable Future”
group who will have representatives at the movie showing. JPIC will pay the $200 fee to show the movie.

There will be a write-up about it in the Echo. Al will ask Joe if the church can be listed as a co-sponsor of this.
Since the movie is approximately one and a half hours long, the committee asked if we should provide drinks
and a snack. We decided that the committee could do that.

Closing Prayer by Polly
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