
JPIC Meeting Notes – Wednesday, April 8, 2026 
Committee Members Present:  Sister Rita, Polly Stephens, Beatriz Hadler, Florian Lederman, Joann Weber, 
Julie Desautels, Jan Duhnke, LeeAnn Sticha (via phone) 

Opening Prayer:  Sister Rita 

Recurring Agenda Items 
 Sanctity of Life:  Julie reported that they are currently restocking diapers. 

                Food Shelf:  Ruth is out of town.  Kathy talked about a new Popup Pantry in our area and that Ruby’s 
Pantry has closed. United Way sponsors a Food Drop and uses Door Dash to deliver the food. This is also 
available to immigrants in our area.  

Prayers of Intercession:  The Prayers of Intercession are scheduled through May.  
Those who write intercessions were not sure who they should be sent to. Some on the committee send their 
intercessions to Father Dan and some to Parker. We clarified by deciding that our intercessions should be 
sent to BOTH Father Dan and Parker.  
Sister Rita mentioned that they are not using some of our intercessions and we don’t know why. JPIC is the 
only committee sending intercessions to be read at the Masses. We discussed the possibility of publishing 
just our committee’s intercessions in the weekly bulletin along with our About Life column submission. We 
wondered whether the intercession should agree with the About Life column, but decided No it should not 
have to agree with the column. However, we need to talk with Joe about whether we can have some space in 
the bulletin for our intercession.  Jan will get feedback from Joe about it before we can start doing it. 

Bulletin “About Life”: Jan asked for volunteers to cover the May About Life columns: 
                  Jan-5/3 
                  Julie-5/10 
                  Kathy 5/17 
                  Florian 5/24 
                  Sister Rita 5/31  
Sister Rita gave the committee information about two excellent resources:  
               - Copy of Richard Rohr’s Daily Meditation: Discovering Our Shadows in Exile, and  
                - Vatican News website: https://www.vaticannews.va/en/pope.html  

Bea started a discussion about Spanish not being part of Mass at St. Mary’s. 

San Juan Mirador: LeeAnn continues to submit announcements in the bulletin about the mission 
and the need for a Coordinator for the next mission trip. It is really good to keep publishing this information 
about San Juan Mirador in the bulletin to keep in front of the parish. 
LeeAnn will create a special write-up about Brian and Sandy Hoffman’s recent trip to the mission. They 
visited their granddaughter who is working at the mission. Brian and Sandy said the highlight of the trip for 
them was meeting the man who actually is living in the house they helped build there. The committee 
discussed some possibilities for the write-up – maybe putting it on a poster with pictures and a handout to 
be placed in the church narthex. 

 

 



NEW Discussion Items 

Next Wild Prairie Walk:  Florian and Joann talked about this year’s walk. They think it should involve 
young families because children need to be educated about the history and future of our environment. They 
suggested possibly having the walk at another site like Lake Brophy Park or Carlos State Park, but the walk 
could also be at the vineyard again – possibly on a Saturday. The date and time should be determined by 
keeping in mind children’s and family school and summer schedules.  

Sister Rita wanted to ensure that “elders” were included that could provide life stories and facts 
about the history of this area (e.g., the early wagon train trail to North Dakota is through the Burr vineyard site 
and this trail became the future railway).  

They want the committee to think about what this year’s walk should look like and send them ideas. 

JPIC Article in the Central MN Catholic Newsletter 
 We talked about the article that was printed in the April edition of the Central MN Catholic 
Newsletter.  We all thought it turned out very well, especially since we had such a quick turnaround to get our 
information to the editor.  We were grateful that they singled out our JPIC committee for an article in the 
newsletter. and we think it provided other parishes with good information about what is a JPIC committee 
and how they could also start one in their parish. That seemed to be the goal that the editor, Kristi, had in 
mind for the article. Thank you, Kathy, for submitted the information to Kristi by the due date! 

Shalom Earth Day Services on April 19, 2026 in Alexandria 

Sister Rita gave the committee a handout about this service. She said they wanted a LECTOR from 
our church to be part of the service. Since Florian is a lector, he was asked if he could do this, but he is not 
available so Sister Rita will do it. It sounds like a wonderful service to celebrate Earth Day! 

Immigration Issues   
 Mar Kay Wright was NOT at our meeting to give us any final details about the upcoming conference 
on immigrants sponsored by the UCC group of 6 churches in our area. The conference, “Understanding 
Immigration,” will be on Friday, April 17 at 5:00 pm at Grand Arbor in Alexandria. The event will be 
published in the Echo and everyone is welcome to attend. 

Plastics Recycling Efforts 
 Al Schmidt was not at our meeting but has provided an email update about the movie, “Plastics” 
which will be shown in the Great Hall on Thursday, May 14 tentatively at 7:00 pm. 

Spring Mission Rally for the Quilting Groups in Parishes 

 Sister Rita said that this year the rally will be in St. Cloud with Bishop Neary attending. Sister Rita has 
enjoyed attending this event in the past and said it’s not just for the quilters. 

 

Closing Prayer by Sister Rita 

 

Minutes Submitted by Jan Duhnke, 4/11/2026 
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