St. Nicholas

Catholic Church of Belle River

Finance Council Meeting Minutes
June 9, 2026

Members’ Present: Fr. Matthew Kuhn, Todd Wentworth, Dwayne Waldorf, Shawn Becker, Veronica
Haavig, Jordon Patrick, and John Klobe. Others present: Deacon Scott & Sharon Marthaler

Absent: Mike Ponicki

Call to Order: Fr. Matthew opened the meeting with prayer at 7:20 pm in the church basement.

Approval of Agenda and Minutes: Agenda: Consented as presented. Minutes: Consented as

presented.

Standing Business

1. Financial Reports
a) Cash & Investments as of May 31, 2026

a.

Cash and investments remain strong. The Glenwood CD was cashed out
and transferred to the money market account in preparation for payment
for the roof replacement. Approved by consensus as presented.

b) Statements of Activities for the eleven months ending May 31, 2026 and 2025 were
reviewed. Highlights include,

a.

Total offerings reflect a 5.8% increase over prior year and a 3.8% increase
over budget. Regular Sunday only offerings are below budget by $1,241.
Since February, an additional $4,600 in other donations has been
received.

Fish Fry netted a profit of $1,612 and this will be sent to support the
Harvest Pack food packaging event where 110,000 meals were packaged
this year. The local food shelf was provided as many meals as they needed
and could handle.

Realized gains down from prior year.

Sharing and caring is below budget. It was decided to give another $500
each to the Douglas County Sheriff’s Department, Carlos and Miltona Fire
Departments, Parkers Prairie Ambulance, and Nurse Navigator. The fish
fry profit of $1700 to Harvest Pack.

Approved by consensus as presented.

2. The 2026-2027 Annual Plan (budget) was presented by Todd. Highlights include,

a) $5,800 netincome planned, $1,300 net of cemetery operations. The cemetery
operations are restricted to cemetery activities only, so they need to be tracked
separately.

b) Totalregular sacrificial offerings need to increase 5.5% or $9,900 over the current

year.



Significant increase in wages, taxes, benefits, & insurances, including funding of the
underfunded lay pension retirement benefit.

Diocesan assessments, (general assessment and priest pension assessment), will
also increase noticeably, the first increase in many years.

Continue contributing a total of nearly 5% to our Sharing & Caring social outreach
efforts. This includes any net profit from the fish fry, our only fundraiser, to be
contributed to our ACC’s Harvest Pack event.

Continue contributing 5% of total offerings to our ACC Catholic School.

To align with the ACC parishes, it was proposed to increase offerings to 7.9%,
for an increase of $14,200. Net income increases to $9,700, $5,200 net of
Cemetery netincome. The presented annual plan (budget), with these changes,
was approved by consensus.

3. Facilities/Projects Wish List

Action Items

Tim/Gary: Handicap parking: Nothing done at this time, wait until spring.

Tim Baas/Shawn Becker: Next Spring projected time to raise the concrete and slope for the
water runoff. This would extend from the front of the breezeway to the entrance by the
elevator, eliminating the tripping hazard.

Todd: Update plan files for approved changes noted.

Sharon: Add a reminder to parishioners’ envelopes encouraging increased giving to help
cover rising expenses, if possible. Regular giving helps meet ongoing costs. Sharon will
contact the envelope company.

1.
2.

w

a)

b)

Church Roof
a. Roof repair proceeding without any major concerns noted. Removed the
crumbling bricks from the chimneys, about half of each chimney.
Parking Lot
a. Dwayne submitted an estimate for the tiling, from the area between the
church and the rectory away to the ditch, from Stennes Excavating of
$9,800. Previous bid from Tim Suchy was $9,000. Dwayne will contact Tim
for an updated estimate, and he will also reach out to his Waldorf family
members for an estimate.

Old/New Business

1.

Next Meeting

All Things New: Nothing, currently.

Tuesday, July 21, 2026, at 7:20 pm

Adjournment:

The meeting adjourned at 9:15 pm. Minutes respectfully submitted by Sharon Marthaler.



