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S T .  M A R Y ’ S  S C H O O L  -     
P A R E N T  A D V I S O R Y  C O U N C I L  
M E E T I N G  M I N U T E S  
 
 
Time: 7:00 PM 
Date: July 14, 2026 
Location: Large Conference Room, St. Mary’s School 
 
IN ATTENDANCE  
7 individuals were in attendance. 

• Troy Sladek, Principal 
• Ashley Goche, Chairperson 
• Sara Beattie, Secretary 
• Amanda Volesky 

 

 
• Alexis Berndt 
• Katie Rentschler 
• Dawn Brittain 

OPENING  
The meeting began at 7:00 PM with prayer. 
 
OLD BUSINESS  

• PAC Video Update & Distribution Plan 
o Troy will update the teachers that we’ll be doing a video instead of the slideshow to discuss PAC 

at parent meetings 
o Sara worked with Anna Petro to do some filming. Anna is actively working on creating the video, 

and it will be done by the end of the month.  
o We have a few options to distribute it to teachers:  

§ The preferred method would be to house it on Google Drive that the school has to have 
parents upload for Yearbook pictures.  We would send a link to Troy, who could test it to 
make sure that it is able to be viewed, and then send that link to teachers.  

§ If that doesn’t work, it could be hosted as a private video on YouTube and can send link 
out and have teachers show during parent meetings 

• Google Drive 
o Some parents have uploaded pictures, but not many.  
o The goal would be for the photos to be used for the 2026 – 2027 yearbook. Ensure there are a 

couple more pages of photos in the yearbook.  
o Add a reminder of this being available in the Principals Passage. Include link or QR code to 

upload. 
• Review Past Events 

o Spring Event – Pool party at Lake Geneva Aquatic Center 
§ Success! Attendance was great.  
§ While feedback overall was great, there were a couple of people that expressed 

disappointment that the slots got filled up so they couldn’t attend. There were also some 
people that had said that the time of the event during the day was difficult and they 
couldn’t attend.  

• We discussed that we’d like to do it again, but perhaps we could split up times 
and offer 2 different options (ex: 2 – 2-hour sessions?) 

o Teacher/Staff Appreciation Gifts 
§ Very good feedback and very appreciated. 

 
NEW BUSINESS  

• Teacher Treats Coordinator for 2026 
o We agreed to continue this again in 2026-27. Feedback was great from the teachers, and 

parents liked that they could do something easy to show their appreciation to teachers.  
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o Katie R. will handle coordinating again this year. Will send a Sign-Up Genius once we get the 
volunteer sheets. 

• Discuss PAC Survey results 
o Overall, there were a lot of positive comments and some good ideas.  
o Send annually to gather feedback. 

• Future Events 
o “Back to School” Activity – Caseys Amusement Park? 

§ We will host this event again this year.  
• Date: August 23rd 
• Sara will coordinate with Casey’s and schedule this.  

§ We will utilize color-coded nametags for students organized by grade 
§ Encourage PAC members to attend 
§ We will set up a welcome table….. Troy has table runner that we can use.   

• Ashley will grab it for the event.  
§ Ashley will see if Connor wants to do the Murphy’s costume 
§ If Casey’s will allow it (Sara will check with them), Amanda will grab granola bars, cookies 

and/or juice/lemonade to set up at the welcome table.  
• We can check and use fruit snacks that the school may already have. Troy will 

check. 
• St Mary’s has cups and a big jug that we can use. 

§ We will include this year a Kindergarten family meet and greet just before the event starts 
for an informal “get to know each other” and instructions.  

§ Potential for St. Mary’s to subsidize portion of tickets or buy a ticket or pay for a portion of 
tickets for students. 

§ Sara will do the flyer and coordinate with kindergarten teachers to get them flyers to 
send out with their packets to new kindergarten families. 

o Next year’s event ideas: 
§ Brooke Sievers – indoor park 
§ Country Blossom Farm 

o Parent Meetings (September) 
§ Review volunteer opportunity sign-up sheets (attached) 

• Ashley will print these off for teachers to hand out during parent meetings. 
She will update the dates, accordingly, will amend the Teacher Treats header to 
reflect that this is a returning event, and will add that we’re seeking a yearbook-
volunteer as an opportunity as well.  

o Fall Welcome-Back picnic (September) 
§ Survey requested the addition of healthier food options 

• We’ll do what we can and discuss adding different fruit and baked chips as an 
alternative; however, we ultimately need to keep budget, cleanliness, and ease-
of-preparation in mind.  

§ Set Date: September 22nd at 6pm 
§ Need Event Coordinator:  

• Dawn is willing to coordinate. Ashley will co-chair. They will work on food and 
volunteers.  

§ Ashley will reach out to Hilltop for tables, chairs, and the grill.  
§ Brooklyn Ostlund is willing to play music at the event. 
§ Sara will create flyers.  

• Include QR code for donations again; include bucket in line for cash donations 
too to cover the costs 

o Adopt-A-Highway Ditch Cleanup (October) 
§ Set Date: October 6th 
§ Need Event Coordinator: Sara Beattie 

• Sara will send flyers and coordinate with the ditch clean up officials and send out 
the Sign-Up Genius to get volunteers (monitor the parent meeting volunteer forms 
and send individual messages to those individuals first).  

o Halloween Party (October) 
§ Set Date: October 23rd.  
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§ Kristin Ostlund not able to chair the event this year due to family commitments. 
• Kristin has significant notes that we can reference and use to coordinate.   

§ Need Event Co-Chair to coordinate event 
• Amanda, Dawn, Ashley, and Alexis will form sub-council to help coordinate 

§ For the flyer, add that this is a family event, and that “Family-friendly costumes” are 
recommended. 

• Open Items / New Ideas? 
o Yearbook – need individual to work alongside Ashley this year to get trained in as she will not be 

doing the yearbook after this school year.  
§ Add this as a volunteer opportunity to the signup sheets that get handed out during 

parent meetings. 
o New event ideas derived from the survey results: 

§ All-school movie night (gym / PJs or rent a theatre -- $5 movie Tuesdays) 
§ Andes Tower Hills tubing 

o Parent connection during initial kindergarten meeting (same day as open house – 8/27).  
§ Schedule parents to go to cafeteria during these kindergarten sessions for coffee and 

cookies.  
• Sara will create flyer and send them to the kindergarten teachers to send out 

packets to their students 
 

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT  
Parent meetings are the evening of 9/15. There is a new fence being installed on the playground around the 
turf.  All lockers are getting sandblasted, repainted, and refurbished to increase longevity.  This year is the 5th/6th 
grade Long Lake trip. New this year, they’re going to do a canoe build (from scratch) beforehand. Urban 
Wilderness is going to facilitate the canoe build, and they’re bringing it to the lake trip.  They have been 
working diligently on rolling out JMC, which is the new school/family communication system.  Everyone has 
gotten messages to show all the ways that can be communicated to parents.  Communication will be better 
than what Fast Direct was ever able to do.  Fast Direct goes away at the end of July. More communication will 
come out soon on next steps.  Conference scheduling can also be done on here, and parents can also check 
grades. PAC can also make use of this, and Troy will get some more information to us on training for this. Next 
step is going to be to set up payment plans on JMC, which families can now do on their own. Enrollment is 
looking great this year! There are still some families that have not completed enrollment, so please do that as 
soon as possible if you haven’t already.  
 
 
FUTURE MEETING DATES  
We set all meetings for the 2026-2027 school year. The location is TBD and will be announced prior to the 
meeting date. All meetings begin at 7pm. Meeting dates are as follows: 

• September 15th (the night of parent meetings) 
• October 13th 
• January 12th 
• March 9th 

 
Meeting was adjourned at 8:25 PM. 
 
Respectfully Submitted,  
 
 
Sara Beattie 


